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I heard this phrase a lot over the years
that the popular hospital drama ER ran on
television. Those words were a sign that the
patient-struggle-of-the-week had ended,
leaving the need to mark the time of death.
Whoever had the role of the bedridden pa-
tient would not be getting paid for coming
back in the next episode.

We're through here. It’s over. Call it.

In Portland it’s now time to call it on
the second attempt to initiate a recall effort
against Portland Mayor Sam Adams. This
effort is dead; any and all efforts to resusci-
tate are pointless. Call it.

[ think many of the folks involved in
the second recall are honest, well-intended
people who care about the city and the
values it should hold and represent. At
the same time | have concerns that others
identified with the second attempt are sim-
ply longtime opponents of Adams and his
policies and have an opportunistic interest
in the outcome.

A recall is not the appropriate tool for
advancing the personal and political agen-
das of others. The correct venue for those
so motivated will be the next mayoral elec-
tion, in 2012. Those interested in seeking
the mayor’s office at that time should start
laying the foundations for their campaigns
now. I suspect that Portland voters will be
wary of all candidates for city office for some
time. A long courtship and wooing process
is called for. Viable candidates should not
be lurking behind a recall attempt. It’s now
time to step forward and campaign on your
own merits—not the failures of another.

Sam Adams is, and will be, the mayor
of Portland for the remainder of his term.
That’s not in question. Still unknown, how-
ever, is how he will proceed as mayor. I have
been asked, more than once, if | fear retri-

bution from Adams for taking the position
that I did back in January. I like to think
that the mayor has more on his mind than
me. I am very careful with my parking and
jaywalking habits though, just in case.

s Adams moves forward with his
Amayoral agenda, he does leave be-

hind a damaged and bruised gay
and lesbian community. Yes, the situation
is now, months later, getting better. Tem-
pers have calmed, hostilities have let up.
That aside, there remain deep, underlying
problems—problems that, while easy to
ignore, would be far better served if ad-
dressed and resolved.

[ am specifically concerned about the
lack of leadership within Portland’s gay,
lesbian, bi and trans community. There
iS N0 one person or persons we can turn
to—from our activist community, our non-
profits, our spiritual community, our arts
community—with the ability or stamina
to take on a leadership role during tough
times like those we've just witnessed. The
people who would have us think they're
capable leaders proved not to be.

Is this troubling to anyone besides me?

hile I can’t solve the community’s
leadership problems, I can do
my best to increase awareness

and ask for help with another crisis facing
so many of our friends and neighbors. It’s
almost 2010 and there are still many hun-
gry people in Oregon. Our state has one
of the highest hunger and food shortage
rates in the nation. The need for donations
to food banks and shelters is at an all-time
high. Just Out advocates for assistance for
Esther’s Pantry year round. We pick up the
pace during the holiday season. Food dona-
tions are accepted daily at our office at 6234
N. Greeley Avenue. To entice your interest,
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‘Tis The Season

Giving up. giving back. and giving thanks

I will be conducting weekly raffles with
giveaways to local restaurants and theaters.
To be eligible for prizes, you simply need
drop off a donation at our office. Check
daily at BlogOut at www.justout.com for
details and deadlines on what we're giving
away next.

A very big thank you goes out to the mu-
sicians and audience of Motherlode. Their
recent concert raised $300 in cash and food
donations for Esther’s Pantry. Just Out will
be partnering with other community events
in the coming weeks. Let me know if you'd

like to help.

™= inally, a word about our most excel-
5,,}"**' lent Just Out columnists, those folks
who bare their souls and feelings in
each issue—or in the case of the Sassy Gar-
dener, bares her bulbs and blossoms. We've
come to the rest-for-the-weary portion of
the gardening year, the time when “Sassy
G” LeAnn Locher retires to her comfy
chair and seed catalogs, to sprightly return
in the spring. Also on hiatus is Out Going
fella Floyd Sklaver. Floyd is taking some
time off, but we hope to share his escapades
again with you soon. Joining Remember
to Breathe’s Nick Mattos and Living Out
Loud’s Kathryn Martini is Daniel Borgen,
whose Lady About Town column will keep
you in touch with all the high, and low,
social comings and goings.

The Just Out
staff thanks
you for reading
and wishes you
the happiest of
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