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‘We help property owners’

“ons b tddie.

503.922.0600

PROVIDING SOCIAL WORK AND NURSING
wMEDICAL CASE MANAGEMENT TO PEOPLE

Serving 1200 individuals a year in the Portland
4 county area. Working to keep you insured, in medical
care and in contact with the services you need!

SERVICIOS DISPONIBLES EN ESPANOL
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For intake scheduling, information and referral,
call our intake team at

503-517-3590

www.onhsu.edu/partnership
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Oregon Realty, Broker*

Office 503-297-2523

Direct 503-407-3571
www.oregonrealty.com/LisaChemarin
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Platinum Mortgage Group, Inc.
Senior Mortgage Broker

Office 503.620.0715

Direct 503.890.5965
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Available when you are!
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Pooring Over It

A New Report Examines Poverty in the

GLBT Community

By Bob Roehr

The overall rate of poverty in the U.S.
was 12.5 percent in 2007, but lesbian cou-
ples and the children of same-sex partners
are more likely to live in poverty than are
their heterosexual counterparts, according
to the first report ever to look at the sub-
ject in depth.

The rc]mr['ﬁ lead coauthors, R-.md_\' Al-
belda and M.V, Lee Badgett, told members
of the gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgen-
dered congressional caucus during a March
20 briefing that there were “many reasons
to think that LGB people are at least as
likely—and perhaps more likely-to experi-
ence poverty.”

Badgett said “the myth of gay affluence”
was what motivated her to get involved
in the field.
found that their readers are

Gay magazine surveys have
;lﬁ'luunt, a
finding typical of all magazine subscribers.
Anti-gay groups have spun this into an as-
sertion that all gays are rich and powerful
and therefore do not need legal protection
from discrimination.

Her earlier research debunked this
myth, “but that research aimed at the
middle of the income distribution.” She
said an out lesbian friend working at a
women's homeless shelter had noted that
20-25 percent of her clients were gay or
bisexual.

“This is a part of the community we
don’t hear much about. They are invisible
in many ways.” The main group of poor gay,
lesbian, bi and trans people studied had
been homeless children—either runaways
or youth kicked out by their families, she
\.;liti.

“We know that gay families have less
access to the institutional supports that
come with marriage, and often we see that

they don’t get as much family support as

their heterosexual siblings and colleagues
get...and same-sex couples are twice as
likely to be uninsured as people who are
married.”

Badgett lamented the fact that the 2000
U.S. Census did not ask questions about
sexual orientation. Her analysis was based
upon data from the census on same-sex
unmarried couples living together, the
2002 National Survey of Family Growth,
and the 2003/5 California Health Inter-

view Survey.

"We know that gay
families have less access
to the institutional
supports that come with
marriage..and same-sex
couples are twice as
likely to be uninsured as
people who are married.”
- M.V. LEE BADGETT

Albelda reminded the audience that
their analysis only covered couples: “In-
dividuals are much more likely to be poor
than people in two adult households.”
‘There seemed to be a synergistic effect
between other risk factors for poverty and
being gay or lesbian.

“Not surprisingly, lesbian couples have,
statistically, significantly higher poverty
rates than married heterosexual couples,
and gay men have lower rates,” she said.

About 20 percent of same-sex couples
had children living in the household,
lower figure than their heterosexual coun-
terparts. “What was striking was the very
high level of poverty among the kids in gay

and lesbian couples,” Albelda said. Surpris-

Investments That Matter

Tuesday, April 28, 2009, 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Geoff Ashton, Senior Vice President with Calvert Group, will be speaking on socially
responsible investing. You are invited to attend an informal discussion and question
and answer session. To RSVP, call (503) 595-0070 today.

A Kristen Salt, CFP®, ChFC*
Financial Advisor

600 NW Naito Pkwy Unit D
Portland, OR 97209

(503) 595-0070
kristen.a.salt@ampf.com
www.ameripriseadvisors.com/kristen.a.salt

The Personal Advisors of

Ameriprise “a».

Financial

This is an educational seminar. There is no cost or obligation. Financial planning services and
investments available through Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.,, Member FINRA and SIPC.
© 2009 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Apartments
starting at $595

RAINBOW VISTA

Gay Active Senior Community
(503) 667-5575 * (888) 470-0130

www.rainbowvista.com
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Free Utilities,
Internet & Cable!



http://www.ohsu.edu/partnership
http://www.oregonrealry.com/LisaChcmarin
http://www.oregonloan.net
mailto:kristen.a.salt@ampf.com
http://www.ameripriseadvisors.com/kristen.a.salt
http://www.rainbowvista.com

