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»Ray Snivel/, 
1929-2009 .
R.C. Snively was bom on February 25, 

1929, in LaCrosse, Washington, population 
471. Asa youngster, R.C. decided to take his 
mother’s maiden name as his first and pro­
claimed that he would be known as Ray C. 
Snively. Mr. Snively died peacefully and sur­
rounded by loved ones at Kaiser Sunnyside 
Hospital on Thursday, March 5,2009.

A graduate of the Bellingham Teachers 
College (now known as Western Washington 
University) and with a Master’s Degree from 
the University of Oregon, Mr. Snively retired 
from his distinguished career as a public school 
teacher and counselor in 1985. However, his 
more than 35 years of dedication to Portland’s 
gay community began in the early 70s when 
he served as treasurer and president of the 
Knights of Malta, Black Rose Chapter.

In 1974, Ray was appointed to the Impe­
rial Sovereign Rose Court’s (ISRC) Advisory 
Council of Emperors. This council was charged 
with formulating a plan to elect Portland’s first 
Emperor. In 1981, Ray was bestowed the life­
time title of Treasurer of the ISRC. As trea­
surer, Ray earned the reputation of “kèeper of 
the Iron Purse.” His razor-sharp accounting 
and unwillingness to spend money foolishly 
helped establish the ISRC as one of the most 
financially sound and respected courts in the 

country for more than 20 years.
In 1986, Ray was elected to the position 

of the Silver Arrow, Rose Emperor XIII. He 
and his “Landmark” Rose Empress XXIX, 
Lady Elaine Peacock, served the community 
as the Legend of the Rose. During their reign 
as Emperor and Empress, the first Peacock in 
the Park was held and the Audria M. Edwards 
Scholarship Fund was born in tribute to Lady 
Elaine Peacock’s mother. Though Lady Elaine 
Peacock died in 1993, Ray continued to honor 
his beloved Empress by serving on the Audria 
M. Edwards Scholarship Review Committee 
to the end of his life.

Mr. Snively received numerous awards and 
honors including the Mama Bernice Humani­
tarian Award for community service and the 
“Green Bean Award” for his dedication to Es­
ther’s Pantry. In 1997 the Imperial Sovereign 
Rose Court honored Ray with the creation of 
the “Board of Director’s Ray Snively Award” 
of which he was the first recipient. As a com­
munity leader, Ray also created his own award 
whereby he annually honored a member of the 
gay community for their leadership and chari­
table contribution. In 2001, Rose Emperor 
XIII Ray Snively was one of only 7 members 
of the International Court System chosen 
amongst thousands of members across the 
United States, Canada and Mexico to receive 
the Annual Jose Honors Award for outstand­
ing contributions to the gay, lesbian, bisexual,
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and trans-gender community.
Mr. Snively is survived by his partner of 45 

years Jim Ploeg, son Roger Snively and daugh­
ter Kim Snively. A celebration of life will be 
held from 2-5p.m. Sunday, March 29,2009 at 
Starkey’s, 2913 SE Stark St. in Portland.

Remembrances may be sent to the Audria 

M. Edwards Scholarship Fund at P.O. Box 
8854, Portland, Oregon 97207. Phone 503- 
422-1566 or e-mail info@peacockafterdark. 
com or The Pride of the Rose Scholarship 
Fund c/o Equity Foundation at PO Box 5696, 
Portland, OR 97228. Phone 503-231-5759 or 
e-mail info@equityfoundation.org.

DAY OLD CHICKS 
POULTRY SUPPLIES
ORGANIC FEED

cirppI Lmm I I An easier way to pay for tuition and fees

STUDENT TUITION EASY PAYMENT PLAN

LINNT0N FEED & SEED
10920 NW St. Helens Rd • Portland, OR 97231 • Phone: (503)286-1291

HARDWARE
FENCING
PLUMBING

GARDENING SUPPLIES
ORGANIC FERTILIZERS
BEDDING PLANTS

Pamper Yourself! Come In To A Clean Home After A Hard Day

Homes • Apartments • Offices • Free Bids 
Move In/Outs • Regular Schedule • Spécial Occasions

Beary Clean
503.206.1222 • 503.644.6814

Quezon pet yiipply
Premium pet food & treats 

DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR - PMAMV

QUALITY • ORGANIC • NATURAL 
PET FOODS

Call or visit us on the web 
www.oregonpetsupply.com 

503-707-5418

ClarkCollege The Next Step
WWW.CLARK.EDU/STEPP

Your #1 choice
24/7/365

503.227.1212

mailto:info@equityfoundation.org
http://www.oregonpetsupply.com
http://WWW.CLARK.EDU/STEPP

