‘\('H.\l‘li \\'lfh 4 man
no longer interested
in him, Kurt growls
his way through the
Lower East Side,
strugeling to write
his latest novel
about a young sub-
way pusher. When
people suddenly
start actually ger-
ting pushed in front
of subways, suspi-
cion turns to Kurt,
and the distinctions
between desire and e
reality get danger-
ously fuzzy.

“There was an article in The New York Times re-
cently,” Mastbaum explains, “about the motorman
that drives the subway seeing someone pushed or
someone fall, and how far it was ahead of them and
it's out of their control. And they have this big
picture window to watch this horrible death and
it’s so intimate, they even see their expressions a
lot of the time. And this event can totally ruin
them. So | thought it was an amazing idea to see
what it's like when somebody becomes obsessed
with that.”

Us Ones is a close and grueling exploration
of a young man's obsession. Written in such
breathless, (lr||tn|i|1;l| prose, you teel as if it were
mumbled to you by one of those flop-haired,
post-post-punks one sees panhandling on a street
corner. Alternatively irate and glum, the tone of
the novel is so genuine, even those not of that
generation will find plenty of footholds to navi-
gate Kurt’s tortured psyche. And for those afraid
the book is a romp into nihilism, no fears. The
book contains a strange kind of optimism in the
characters who surround Kurt and try desperately
to save him from himself. Us Ones in Between is a
quick read, a short novel and tightly paced even
in the midst of Kurt's bored ennui.

In both novels, Mastbaum explores the frus-
tration young men exhibit with people perceived
as inauthentic, even as the same teen struggles to
find his own identity. Best of all, Mastbaum writes
with authority and compassion about the young
gay experience, and with sympathy and unflinch-
ing nerve, he allows us to enter into the “why!” of

the angry young queer.
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Blair Mastbaum recently oved to Portland with his Iongtinie p-értner,
actor and filmmaker Scott Coffey (Ellie Parker).

“People feel alienated from their neighbors
and their government and from the people who
decide who gets money,” Mastbaum says. “It gets
worse and worse each year. And young men are
given this expectation that they're supposed to
grow up and make a family of some sort in that
world.”

Mastbaum’s next book, to be released in No-
vember, will be Cool Things: The Best New Gay
Fiction by Young American Whriters, which he ed-
ited with Will Fabro.

“It’'s 20 pieces of fiction,” Mastbaum says.
“Some are experimental, and a lot have drugs in
them. A lot of weird, angsty young boys is what it
turned out to be.”

Mastbaum and Fabro each chose half the
pieces for the anthology, with some collaboration
on content.

“I had hundreds of submissions,” Mastbaum
Says. "[ LI!T]]‘I 1\'1]“\\' I'Ill\'l-' IL'»x«’i” LI'\} It, |’lll I L']}Hﬁ(‘
instinctually. [ tried to find new voices. | was sort
of going for my aesthetic...a messy, scruffy beauty
of some kind. A fucked-up hopefulness, I guess.”

In the l'l'lk]. Mastbaum sees the novels and the
anthology as a kind of beacon for young queer
men. A way to not feel quite so isolated, lonely
and angry.

“If I would have had Clay's Way like when |
was 16, it would have made everything way easi-

er,” Mastbaum says.

Amen to that. @

GLENN SCOFIELD WILLIAMS writes prose, poetry,
plays, periodica and porn in Portland.

Oregon Marijuana and Criminal Law
Attorney and Counselor at Law
With special emphasis on Marijuana Criminal Charges
& Medical Marijuana & all other drug crimes, including

* Methamphetamine e Cocaine & Heroin
* MDMA (Ecstacy, X) & GHB
» Steroids, Poppers, & Prescription Drugs

Other Criminal Charges covered, including DU,
Prostitution, Theft and Assault
RORITIL

ph: 503.227.6000 fax: 503.227.4702
john@law420.com
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Discover Paradise!

State-of-the-art VIDEO ARCADE
100 channels of all new releases
New DVDs starting at $4.99
72-hour rentals
Toys, novelties, magazines and more ...

Paradise Video

Upscale Adult Video Store

503.255.9414

14712 SE Stark Street, Portland * Open 24/7 * Over 18 only

TALK IS CHEAP,
ACTION TALKS!

503-222-6USA
360-696-5254
206-753-2429
Everett: 425-405-2429
Tacoma 253-359-2429

LIVELINE

CHAT, PERSONALS, FORUMS

FIND YOUR FLAME!
www.livematch.com_

77 per day! (8 weeks package $99.00)
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NUDE SUNBATHING

Steamportiand.com
ITS HOT HERE!

2885 NE SANDY BLVD., PORTLAND, OREGON 97232
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