
Gay Straight Alliance members at Florida's Okeechobee High School won 
a federal case for the right to meet on campus, just as this Okeechobee 
football team does.

gay students at my 
sch<xd,”said Brittany 
Martin, a 17-year- 
old upcoming se­
nior at Okeechobee 
High School who 
is the GSA’s presi­
dent. “All we’ve 
ever wanted was to 
have a club to talk 
about tolerance and 
harassment so we 
can try to make our 
school a better place 
for all students.”

In a first-of-its-kind ruling, Moore held that 
schools must provide for the well-being of gay stu­
dents to the same extent as straight students and 
therefore the school may not discriminate against 
the GSA. In the order, the court grants students 
in the GSA “all the rights and privileges granted 
to other noncurricular groups.” The victory is 
the second federal student rights case won by the 
ACLU this summer.

The ACLU filed the federal lawsuit in 
November 2006 after students at Okeechobee 
High School were denied access to meet on cam­
pus by their principal, Toni Wiersma. Then senior 
Yasmin Gonzalez approached the ACLU for help, 
and after several failed attempts to convince the 
school to comply with the Federal Equal Access 
Act, the lawsuit was filed. The ACLU won a pre­
liminary injunction in 2007 allowing students to 
meet on campus after repeated failed attempts by 
the defendants to characterize the club as “sex­
based.”

NEW YORK
Peace Corps to Stop Terminating 
HIV-Positive Volunteers

The Peace Corps has agreed that it will no 
longer terminate volunteers just because they 
have HIV. The American Civil Liberties Union 
demanded the policy change on behalf of a vol­
unteer who was sent home from his post in the 
Ukraine and terminated after he tested positive 
for the disease.

The ACLU sent a letter July 30 to the Peace 
Corps acknowledging the new policy barring 
HIV discrimination, but making it clear that sim­
ply adopting a nondiscrimination policy is not 
enough. The letter notes that the agency is bound 

by the Rehabilitation Act, which bars the agency 
from discriminating against people with HIV and 
requires the agency to make accommodations for 
the special needs of those with the disease when 
necessary.

The ACLU demanded the change on behalf 
of Jeremiah Johnson, who served as a Peace Corps 
volunteer in Rozdilna, Ukraine, where he taught 
English to middle and high school students. 
During a routine midservice medical examina­
tion, he opted to take an HIV test that came 
back positive. After receiving the diagnosis, he 
was immediately sent back to Washington, D.C., 
and given just two days to pack his bags and say 
goodbye to his students and others. Although fur­
ther medical testing showed that Johnson had no 
health problems, he was told he could not finish 
his service in the Ukraine or elsewhere.

In 2001, Rebecca Coulborn was volunteering 
in Burkina Faso in West Africa. Just days after she 
tested positive for the disease, she also was shipped 
hack to Washington, D.C., and kicked out of the 
Peace Corps.

"While I’m still disappointed that 1 didn’t get 
to finish the projects 1 started in the Ukraine, get­
ting the Peace Corps to acknowledge that volun­
teers with HIV shouldn’t be discriminated against 
has helped to remind me why I chose to volunteer 
in the first place,” said Johnson.

The new policy guarantees that the Peace 
Corps will conduct an individual assessment of 
volunteers who test positive to determine what 
steps to take to protect their health while also al­
lowing them to continue their service, as required 
by the Rehabilitation Act. ©
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THE OVERLOOK
RIGHT WHERE YOU WANT TO 8E

Hip New Condos 
Starting at $199,900 

Lofts, 1-2 Bedrooms 
Balconies w/Views 

Smoke-free 
On Light Rail 

Close to Mississippi District

Chris Bonner, Broker 
The Hasson Company

503-516-6912

www.liveintheoverlook.com

Let Your 
Spirit Soar

First Unitarian Church 
1211 SW Main St., Portland 

www.firstunitarianportland.org 
Sunday Mornings: 9:15 & 11:15 

Commitment ceremonies welcome everyday.
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Picture/ Perfect? 
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6621 SE 36th—MLS #8069488 
$629,000 • 4 BD • 3 BA • 3,033 SF 

Renovated from top to bottom: 
central A/C, CAT-5, steam shower, 

gourmet kitchen. Exquisite 
landscaping, oversized corner lot

8034 SE 36th—MLS #8073130 
$429,000 • 2 BD • 1 BA • 1,798 SF

Craftsman-inspired charmer with 
period bath, cook’s kitchen, library/den, 

extensive built-ins, gracious formal 
rooms. Close to Springwater Trail

John L.Scott
REAL ESTATE

Joan Rogers
Broker

503-318-4016
503-788-7129

FOSTER PARENTS NEEDED!
Wondering if this is right for you? 
Now is the time to consider sharing your life 
and home and making a difference in our com­
munity and in future generations. Empty nest? 
Stay at home parent? Specialized program for 
adolescent males, ages 13-18 yrs, looking for 
singles or couples. Training, certification, sup­
port and monthly tax free stipend provided as 
well as monthly respite.
For more information 
call or email:

Cheri Whitmire
Counterpoint Proctor Manager 
Chen.whitmire^morrisonkids.org 

503-736-6634

Whether behavior, health, career or relationships, 
it’s normal to feel two ways about change.

Is your water on drugs?
Medications flushed down the drain, or dumped into a landfill 
cocktail, make their way into ground water, rivers and even the water 
we drink. More than 80% of the rivers recently sampled tested 
positive for antibiotics, hormones and antidepressants.

Check with your pharmacist about programs to redistribute usable 
drugs and dispose the rest.

Safeguard your real estate. Save your planet.

Elise Campbellm
Morrison

COME SEE ME AND IN 5 SESSIONS 
YOU WILL BE ABLE TO MAKE A CLEAR DECISION.

Contact Ann. Motivational Enhancement Facilitator 
Hollifield Associates (360) 606-1684 ffw* hollifieldassociates com

Service is the key... it’s that simple.

ELISE CAMPBELL
Principal Broker
APR, Earth Advantage S. T A. R.
503-307-1353
Elise(u EliseCampbell.com 
www.EliscCampbell.com 
Compass Realty Solutions

http://www.liveintheoverlook.com
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morrisonkids.org
EliseCampbell.com
http://www.EliscCampbell.com

