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Repeal Watch:
Mabon Misses; Crowe & Co. Look to 2010
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The Oregon Supreme Court issued opinions June 27 
on appeals regarding Initiative Petitions 144 and 145, two 
equality-stripping initiatives designed to repeal the Oregon 
Family Fairness Act and Oregon Equality Act, respectively. 
The court’s opinion responded to several of the points made 
by both the American Civil Liberties Union and Basic Rights 
Oregon in their appeals, and essentially returned the initiative 
petitions to the attorney general for further revisions.

But the opinions came too late to be of help to anti­
equality activists across the state. As reported June 11 on the 
Just Out blog, the group of anti-equality legislators and activ­
ists in support of the initiatives—David Crowe’s “Concerned 
Oregonians” among them—has already admitted defeat in this 
round of initiative petitions and has begun focusing its energy 
and resources on battles for refiled initiatives into 2010.

Meanwhile, erstwhile anti-gay crusader Lon Mabon
emerged from obscurity to announce the looming failure of two anti-gay initiatives he filed in 2006 
that were aiming for the 2008 ballot: IP 22 (the “Public Decency Act”) and a lukewarm rehash ot 
2000’s Measure 9, IP 23 (“Student Protection Act 2008”). Both initiatives were filed in May 2006, 
and IP 23 began the signature-gathering process in July 2006, with IP 22 starting circulation in 
January 2007.

But even with two years to achieve the required 82,769 signatures for IP 22, and a year and a 
half to gather 110,358 signatures for IP 23, Mabon admits that he made a misfire and that both 
initiatives will fail to achieve the required signature levels by the July 3 deadline.

“I don’t think we’re going to make it,” Mabon said, adding that “there would have to be an 
unprecedented response in the next few weeks” to meet the signature standards for both petitions. 

—Stephen Marc Beaudoin
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tips and special considerations on basic types of 
insurance. The new information for domestic part­
ners builds on four life situations: young singles, 
young families, established families and seniors.

The association commissioned a nationwide 
survey in March among domestic partners to gauge 
their knowledge of insurance issues. Research was 
also compiled on consumers in the three other 
life situations for which new Insure U curriculum 
has been created: single parents, the military and 
grandparents raising grandchildren.

The study found that 49 percent of domestic 
partners said they have no formal documentation 
providing evidence of their relationship. Only 47 
percent of domestic partners said they had plans

ations were both partners listed on the policy. Of 
those polled, 73 percent of domestic partners said 
they had homeowners or renters insurance. Of 
those, only 59 percent indicated that both part­
ners were listed on the policy.

For more information about Insure U call 
866-470-6242 or visit www.naic.org/state_web_ 
map.htm. For Oregon-specific questions call 
888-877-4894 or visit www.insurance.oregon. 
gov.

Queer and Allied Students 
Awarded PFLAG Scholarships

Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and 
Gays (PFLAG) announced June 4 that it awarded 

13 scholarships 
totaling more 
than $30,000 to 
students across 
the country—
and one at a 
U.S. military 
base in Japan— 
who have made 
significant con­
tributions to 
equality in their 
schools and 
communities.

Two recipi­
ents, Michael 
Tofte and Sage 
Trail, are from 
Oregon.
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Michael Tofte (left), an active queer youth group member from Eugene, and 
Sage Trail, a queer and animal rights activist from Ashland, are PFLAG 
scholarship recipients.

that allowed coverage of their partner.
About 49 percent of domestic partners do 

not have health care proxies for their partners. 
Also, 71 percent of domestic partners with auto 
insurance shared one or more vehicles with their 
partner. Of those, in only two-thirds of these situ-

in his school’s 
GLBT Youth Group and served as captain of his 
school’s debate team, where he has won several 
awards in public debate. He has also been active 
in food and toy drives for the needy of his com-
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