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For mare information and te follow your team visit

www.portlandshockwave.com

DOWNTOWN GYNECOLOGY

511 SW 10th Ave. , Suite 613
Portland, OR 97205-2732

Elizabeth P. Newhall, MD  Edna Kung, MD

Daowntown Gynecology is a full-spectrum
health chinic prowd to provide holistic
services to the G LLB'T community.

Please call or email us to make an  *
appointment or arvange a consullation.
We accept a variety of insurance plans.

(503) 222-7333
infc p(u.;t]uwnttmngyn('('nlngy.l‘um
WWW, dnwnlt:wng)'m'u:hngy.t‘nm

Dana Mozer, FNP  Jackie Beale, RN
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* (ertified Dealer ,s’{'
e Factory trained installers
* Over 25 years experience
* |ifetime warranty

*Free estimates
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By installing new Milgard® windows,
you will experience lower heating and
cooling costs, better security and sound reduction.
Milgard® manufactures products for many
different styles of homes, from old to new. _

As an added bonus to you, each window and patio door purchased
that includes an Energy Package is eligible for a rebate.
UP TO $15 FOR EVERY WINDOW
AND UP TO $30 FOR EVERY DOOR
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Pastor Debuts with Pride

Nathan Meckley starts as new MCC Portland pastor'

by Stephen Marc Beaudoin

e just didn't believe in encyclopedias.
So instead of going door to door
hawking $400 Britannica sets, as he

did in his early 20s, Nathan Meckley is :

now selling something he “believes in
more strongly”"—organized religion.

He'll have a lot of selling to do. The Pennsylva-
nia-born Meckley just arrived in the Rose City as
the newly appointed head pastor of Portland’s Met-
ropolitan Community Church, a tiny 150-member
gay Christian congregation struggling to boost its
membership and find its financial footing after sev-
eral years of leadership turnover and operating in
the red for three out of the past four years.

Meckley, who comes

Meckley says this expansion of mission, includ

ng a I!_:j[lh'r lens on issues of social justice, will

| be part of his Herculean task of boosting MCC

Portland: He points to examples like the church’s

“People’s Pantry” mission, which last year donated

[ 500 bags of groceries to poor families.

But right now Meckley is focused on Pride
Weekend, which marks his MCC Portland debut
at the 9 a.m. June 15 service. The topic of his ser-
mon: pride, of course.

Just Out sat down with Meckley to talk about
his vision for the church, its role in the greater
Portland community and how MCC might be at
the vanguard of the fight for marriage equality.

to Portland from recent .7

pastoral posts in Florida Size Matters
and California, knows
he has his work cut out
for him. The congrega-
tion, which owns a 6,100-
square-foot church and
administration facility at

2400 N.E. Broadway, is

paying off a second mort-

_ Among other religions founded in the 20th century, Metropoli-
tan Community Church ranks as one of the smallest denominations.
Here are the number of worldwide church members for several re-
cently founded religions, according to available figures:

® Seventh Day Adventist: Approximately 15 million (est. 1925)
* Jehovah’s Witnesses: Approximately 7 million (est. 1931)

® Church of Wicca: 800,000 (est. 1954) :

* Church of Christ, Scientist: 400,000 (est. 1879)

® Metropolitan Community Church: 43,000 (est. 1968)

gage, and church bulletins
routinely remind members of their precipitous
financial state: A recent newsletter’s “Financial
Report” announced, “This week we have $26,447
in bills to be paid with $1,104 cash in hand,” and
reminded members, twice, “We are a generous
congregation.”

“Everybody is thinking about that right now,”
says MCC Portland board member Hyla Richey
about the congregation’s financial health. “We |
would like our contributions to increase and our
membership to increase. If we do our jobs well,
then we will have all those things.”

The church, founded in 1968 by gay activist and
former Baptist preacher the Rev. Troy Perry, has
struggled in recent years to stay relevant, especially as
more Christian churches welcome sexual minorities

through their doors. “That’s a mold we need to break

out of,” Richey says. “We're not just a gay church.”

Stephen Marc Beaudoin: When were you
introduced to MCC?

The Rev. Nathan Meckley: I actually went
there not to go to church, but as a class project.
[ had started coming out as a gay man, and | was
taking a class on church and the contemporary
world, and I decided I was going to do a paper on
homosexuality and Christianity, and so | went.
I had heard of MCC beforehand, and I thought,
“Oh, that can't possibly be a real church.” The
only way to describe it is it felt like I had gone to
church for the first time in my life.

SMB: How do you define MCC to those not
in the church?
NM: MCC is not the church of your child-

' hood. People still generally come to MCC from
other traditions or no tradition at all. So you can

Specializing in Old & Historic Homes

DIANE
INGALLS

Direct Line: 503-515-7942
Office: 503-238-1700 ext. 620
Visit my schedule of Weekly Opens at
www.OldPdxHomes.com
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Orig period tile in kit & bath, remodeled thruout,
huge master ste, 3BD/2BA, 1519 SF + basement,
garage, newer roof, updated elect & plumbing.

Mt. Tabor Gem!

Offered at
$449,900
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