
page3
by Marty Davis

Victory in California
Our neighbors must beware of enemies plotting to thwart progress

I
n the May 2 installment of this column, I spoke of my belief that the na­
tion’s ongoing struggles and legal battles for attaining same-sex marriage 
rights would be played out over a longer period of time than that which 
many restless gays and lesbians might like to see [“Hillary Speaks”]. Slow 
and steady wins the race, I opined.

A mere two weeks later, the tortoise has jumped ahead of the hare 
in California. The state’s Supreme Court issued a ruling May 15 in favor 
of full marriage equality for same-sex couples. The 4-3 decision was the 
result of lawsuits filed by 15 couples who challenged the constitutional­
ity of the state’s marriage ban. In its majority decision, the court said 
the California Constitution “guarantees same-sex couples the same sub­
stantive constitutional rights as opposite-sex couples to choose one’s life 
partner and enter with that person into a committed, officially recognized 
and protected family relationship.”

E-mails and press releases are flooding the electronic portals of the press. 
Everyone has something to say. The Human Rights Campaign is out of the 
blocks with an early and immediate call for money. From president Joe Sol- 
monese came the plea: “We’ve set up a special fund to direct 100 percent of 
your gift today to this fight in California. Don’t let them use our victory to 
get the upper hand. Donate today and send your dollars straight to California 
to protect this victory for equality!”

While HRC asks for money to fight the good fight, an enterprising entre­
preneur is looking at the situation from a different perspective. What’s the 
good of being able to get legally married if you don’t have anyone to marry? 
Californians, don’t let the burden of lacking a partner cause you to be less 
celebratory. Within hours of the ruling comes this solution for the single 
California gay man:

“We at MyPartner.com are so excited about today’s California Supreme 
Court ruling,” said Patrick Perrine, the site’s founder, CEO and relationship 
expert. “For over five years we’ve been seeing more and more gay men look­
ing to establish long-term relationships and to seek to have these relation­
ships recognized. Our company is devoted to helping gay men find those 
lasting relationships.”

Now that same-sex couples will be allowed to marry in California, 
MyPartner expects many more gay men to take advantage of matchmaking 
services like its Partner Perfect compatibility system, which was designed 
by a gay man specifically for gay men. “As residents of California, we at 
MyPartner hope that our state continues to stay on the forefront of equal 
rights and helps pave the way for the rest of the nation to recognize gay mar­
riage,” said Perrine.

You’ve got to admire the make-a-buck spirit of the fellas at MyPartner. 
No partner? No worries.

Lesbians in California will be left to follow more traditional patterns. The 
emergency lesbian potluck network has been alerted across the state. Single and
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• In October, San Francisco industrial chemist 
Meriyn Stariey obtained a patent for "suspend­
ers" to hold a condom in place so it won't slip off 
during use. It is made of two plastic clips and a 
special adhesive attached to the wearer's legs.

• While admitting no wrongdoing, Denny's res­
taurants settled federal discrimination charges 

by agreeing to stop requiring African-American
customers in California to pay cover charges 
and to pay for their meals in advance, as well as 

other practices that reflect racial bias.

• Mobilization Against AIDS has announced that 
the 10th annual International AIDS Candle­
light Memorial and Mobilization will take place 
May 23. The event is the world's largest annual 
community-based AIDS event, observed in 370 

cities in 55 nations.

these infections occurred through hetero­
sexual contact.

• The gay, lesbian and bisexual community, 
and indeed all of Multnomah County, lost a 
powerful friend on Easter Sunday, April 11. 
Multnomah County Chairwoman Gladys Mc­
Coy died after a determined battle with a rare 
and aggressive form of thyroid cancer. She 

was 65 years old.
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searching lesbians will depart their homes carrying tofu casseroles and organic 
whole-grain desserts as they head off in search of suitable marriage material.

The Rev. Troy Perry, one of the winning plaintiffs in the case and the 
founder of the Metropolitan Community Church, issued this statement:

“Today the California Supreme Court ruled to legally recognize our mar­
riage, which took place under Canadian law in Toronto, Canada, on July 16, 
2003. The court’s ruling says that our marriage is not less than or different from 
other marriages in this country; thte court ruled that our marriage is equal 
in the eyes of the law to all other marriages. We thank God that our prayers 
have been answered.! This is a battle that our church, the Metropolitan 
Community Churches, has fought since I performed the first public same- 
sex wedding ceremony in the United States—in Huntington Park, Calif., in 
1969. Today we both give honor to God for this victory. On this momentous 
day, we want to acknowledge that we stand on the shoulders of others before 
us who fought for justice and blazed trails for equality and who made this day 
possible.”

It is always honorable and good when, in the celebration of accomplish­
ment, we, as a community and as individuals, stop to recognize the ground­
breaking work of leaders and activists from the earlier years of our gay civil 
rights movement.

And now I’ll end this brief update of California marriage equality on a lo­
cal note. From the offices of Multnomah County Commissioners Lisa Naito 
and Maria Rojo de Steffey comes this joint press release:

“I’m elated to hear the news,” declared Rojo. “I agree domestic partner­
ships are not a good enough substitute for marriage, and I hope Oregon’s state 
Supreme Court will follow suit.”

Naito added, “For me, the core of the California ruling is the acknowledg­
ment that we must grant the families, especially the children, of same-sex 
couples ‘equal dignity and respect.’ ”

Rojo and Naito closed by reminding Multnomah County residents that 
they were two of the four Multnomah County commissioners in 2004 who 
believed it was discriminatory under Article 1, Section 20 of the Oregon 
Constitution to deny same-sex couples the right to marry, and supported the 
decision to issue marriage licenses to all qualified people regardless of their 
gender or sexual orientation.

The jury of historical perspective will be out on the Multnomah County 
same-sex marriage brouhaha for quite some time yet.

Our neighbors to the south, while in celebratory mode today, as always, 
must keep wary eyes open for those who will now organize, fester, plan and 
plot ways to overturn the California Supreme Court decision. Just Out will 
keep you posted hourly and daily at www.justout.com.

We will see you back here in print in two weeks May 30 as we present 
a special 25th anniversary issue celebrating local and regional Gay Pride 
Month events.
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• A survey of soldiers at 30 Army bases in 
the United States and Europe indicates 
that more than half the soldiers ques­
tioned continue to indulge in frequent, un­
safe and indiscriminate sexual behavior. 
Last year, 556 Army soldiers were found 
to have contracted HIV while on active 
duty, and other branches of the military 
report similar figures. The majority of

• The Lesbian Com­
munity Project will be 
sponsoring an entry 
in the Rose Festival 
dragon boat races. The 
Amazon Dragons start­
ed team practice in 
early April. The race is 
scheduled for June 12
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and 13. Teams are expected from as far 
away as Taiwan, Canada and Great Britain.

• Cinema 21 is running a gay and lesbian film 
series for 13 days, from May 7 to 27. It leads 
off with an Academy Award nominee, Chang­
ing Our Minds: The Story of Dr. Evelyn Hooker. 
She is the psychologist whose trailblazing re­
search proved that being gay or lesbian is not 
a mental disorder.
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