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* Treatment explained and discussed
* Teeth whitening

* New patients welcome

503/233-3622

2520 East Burnside

1551 Oak Street, Suite B
Eugene, OR 97401

o Men's Wellness Center

a space hy and for men who leve men

Special & ongoing events for all including;

bingo, movie nights, discussions and more!
See calendar at cascadeaids.org

. FREE Rapid HIV testing & STD screening
lesday Nights, *free Rapid HIV & STD screenings, 5-9pm
Saturday Nights, *free Rapid HIV screenings only, 5-9pm
men who have sex with men; walk-ins only, first come, first served

The Link A social networking group
for HIV+ gay and bisexual men.

Chices Latinos A social support and
educational group for Latino gay/bi men.

8K A rive week program for HIv+
gay & bi men designed to reduce stress
around talking about HIV status.

New sessions start monthly.

Internet access & free wi-fi!
Risk reduction counseling,
GLBTQ library, resources,
condoms, lube and
safer sex information.

&
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Bbscribe to the email list, email cityge
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Marc My Words

Humorist returns with sequel

to award-winning debut novel

by Glenn Scofield Williams

arc Acito is a busy, busy guy.

A popular online blog, commen-

taries on National Public Radio’s |
All Things Considered, a world pre- |
miere of his play at Artists Reper- |
tory Theatre this fall and, of course, a brand new |
novel. And it seems, with all this creative output, |
Acito has become a kind of Midas man: All he |
touches turns to gold. 5

is my favorite new thing,” Acito smiles. “I've be-
come something of a chocolate evangelist for
Cacao.” Below is some of our conversation.

Glenn Scofield Williams: Tell me about

Attack of the Theater People.
Marc Acito: Attack is based on one of the
biggest failures of my own life, being kicked out
of Carnegie Mellon.

Not bad for a 42-year-
old Portland boy.

The new novel is
Attack of the Theater
People, the sequel to his
comic novel How I Paid
for College, which won
the Ken Kesey Award
for the Novel in 2005.
In the first book, we fol-
lowed the comic antics
of Edward Zanni and his
pack of musical theater
pals as they commit nu-
merous felonies to raise
money for Edward’s en-
trance to Juilliard. Now, . |
faced with expulsion for
being “too jazz hands for
Juilliard,” Edward and
his pals continue their
mayhem through the streets of New York to prove
he is worthy of his dream.

Honestly, I wasn't sure Acito could pull off
something better than his first novel. But At-
tack is so deliciously witty, so expertly paced and |
so damn funny, I'm forced to eat crow. There is |
something sophisticated in Acito’s careful word- |
play, the brilliant situations and the larger-than- |
life characters. Attack of the Theater People is the” |
most diverting comic romp I've read in a long, |
long time.

| had the joy of sitting down with Acito over a |
cup of hot dark chocolate at Cacao, a gay-owned |
chocolatery on Southwest 13th Avenue. “Cacao |

www.justout.com

YOUR WINDOW TO OUR WORLD

[ was in the BFA acting
program. In the book
| changed it to Juil-
liard because 1 didn’t
think anyone wanted
to read a book about a
kid whose dream it was -
to go to Pittsburgh. It
didn’t have the same
romantic cache.

This was my life
dream to go to acting
school and to go off and
be a theater star. And
then to have that dream
turn into a nightmare at
20 was tremendously
traumatic for me. So
now, 20 years hence,
it's really gratifying to
return to the scene of di-
saster and to turn one of my biggest screw-ups into
a screwball comedy.

GSW: Did you start working on Attack right
after the first book?

MA: No, there’s a whole other book in be-
tween. It was too early to know if the publishers
wanted a sequel. So I had this holiday story burn-
ing in me that | really wanted to tell, because the
holidays frequently tick me off and I wanted an
alternative to the usual treacly holiday fare. So
| had this idea of a soccer mom who takes in a
dead pagan street kid and her life gets turned up-
side down as a result of it. | worked on the thing
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