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Floyd Sklaven It’s easy to make jokes about

The Law Office

PERSONAL INJURY
• AUTO ACCIDENTS
• WRONGFUL DEATH
• BICYCLE / PEDESTRIAN
• ABUSE VICTIMS
• MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE

CRIMINAL DEFENSE
• DUII / DWS
• PROPERTY CRIMES
• DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
• THEFT
• ASSAULT

Carl Wolfson (right, with partner Gary Thill) got his big break as a standup 
comedian 28 years ago at The Comedy Store in Los Angeles.
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C
omedy veteran Carl Wolfson is proof pos­
itive that it pays to be in the right place 
at the right time. After headlining at 
comedy clubs nationwide for more than 
20 years, he escaped the frenzy of Los 
Angeles for Portland, where he finally got a break 
from his nomadic life when KPOJ-FM, the local 

affiliate of Air America, offered him a job as early 
morning host. So Wolfson happily traded in 3 a.m. 
bedtimes for 3 a.m. wake-up calls.

I recently sat down with him in his Irvington 
townhouse packed with political books to learn 
more about life as a standup, beginning with his 
start at The Comedy Store back in 1980.

Studio Apartments: $595 
1 Bedroom Apartments: $745

Carl Wolfson will appear at Equity Foundation 
Investments in Dignity benefit 5:30 p.m. 
March 13 in Gerding Theater at the Armory, 
128 N.W. 11 th Ave. Tickets are $65 from 
503'231'5759.

FS: Standup is a 
notoriously macho 
environment. What 
was it like as a gay 
man?

CW: People in Hollywood didn’t give a shit if 
you were gay, and that was one of the great things 
about the comedy stage. You could be African 
American, you could be a housewife like Roseanne, 
you could be gay. The stage gives you the chance to 
have any point of view you want.Carl Wolfson: Mitzi Shore, the owner, liked me 

and made me a paid regular. She was also Pauly 
Shore’s mom; I used to baby-sit Pauly when he was 
young. Back then, every night it was Robin 
Williams, Richard Pryor, Rodney Dangerfield. 1 was 
so nervous. My first paid spot in the original room, 
prime time, 10 o’clock. Steve Martin comes in and 
goes on in front of me. He did half an hour. When 
he left the stage everyone followed him out to get 
his autograph. So then I went up and nobody lis­
tened to a damn word I said.
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Hillary Clinton, John McCain and Mike 
Huckabee. But how do you make jokes about 
Barack Obama?

CW: I m not sure I’ve made a lot of jokes about 
Obama per se, but he works his way into jokes. For 
instance, 1 say about political books, “Barack 
Obama has The Audacity of Hope, and Hillary 
Clinton has It Takes a Village to Please My 
Husband."

My opening line now, and I do a lot of 
Democratic groups that draw big crowds, is “Gosh, 
there are so many people here, you’d think we were 
waterboarding Dick Cheney.”
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