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9 am - 10 pm
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Grocery 
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and budgets
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member-owned, open to all!

1500 NF Alberta Street

www.albertagrocery.coop
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Candles, Essential Oils, 
Gifts and More...

orleanscandleco.com
5036 N. Lombard • 503-289-2304 

Hours: Tues - Sat t0:00am-6:30pm

I—
ÓO2 SE 38th Ave. 
Portland, OR 97214 
503.23139^2 
Wed - Sat

Central Lutheran Church
Welcoming LGBT to worship 

Sunday at 10:1 5 a.m.
A Reconciling in Christ Congregation

A good place to be.

[PAUL MITCHELL
18Z0 HLZlst Ave. Portland, OR 

www.centralportland.com

Smith Introduces 
Federal Partnership Bill

Sen. Gordon Smith, R-Ore., joined Sen. Joe 
Lieberman, I-Conn., and 19 co-sponsors to intro­
duce legislation Dec. 19 that will extend domestic 
partner benefits to federal employees.

More than half of Fortune 500 companies and 
nearly 10,000 other companies provide benefits to 
domestic partners. So do hundreds of state and 
local governments—including Connecticut and 
Oregon—and scores of colleges and universities.

“The federal government should be leading the 
way rather than following when it comes to provid­
ing benefits,” Smith said. “Rights and benefits must 
he afforded to all employees equally. This bill 
corrects the current inequity.”

Under the Domestic Partner Benefits and 
Obligations Act of 2007, a federal employee and 
same-sex domestic partner would he eligible to 
participate in federal health benefits, the family and 
medical leave program, long-term care, insurance 
and retirement benefits. Such employees and their 
domestic partners would also assume the same obli­
gations that apply to married employees and their 
spouses, such as anti-nepotism rules and financial 
disclosure requirements.

Lieberman and Smith introduced similar legis­
lation last Congress. Based on the experience of 
private companies and state and local governments, 
the Congressional Budget Office has estimated that 
offering benefits for same-sex domestic partners of 
federal employees would increase the cost of those 
programs by less than one half of 1 percent.

Shepard Act, was removed in conference Dec. 6 
from the final version of the National Defense 
Authorization Act.

The hill would have extended federal grants to 
local law enforcement agencies to more thoroughly 
investigate and prosecute domestic terror crimes that 
target people based on disability, sexual orientation, 
gender or gender identity. Under existing hate 
crimes laws, such grants are routinely provided to 
local agencies for similar crimes that target victims 
based on race, color, national origin or religion.

Democratic presidential candidates and Sens. 
Joe Biden of Delaware, Chris Dodd of Connecticut, 
Hillary Clinton of New York and Barack Obama of 
Illinois are introductory co-sponsors of the Senate 
version of the legislation, as was Rep. Dennis 
Kucinich of Ohio for the House version. Former 
Democratic Sens. John Edwards of North Carolina 
and Mike Gravel of Alabama along with New 
Mexico Gov. Bill Richardson also support the 
legislation.

“Democrats in both the U.S. House and Senate 
support passage of the Matthew Shepard Act. The 
DemiKratic leadership, which guided this legisla­
tion to successful passage in their respective 
chambers, are now burdened with a moral obliga­
tion to see their work completed," the National 
Stonewall Democrats said in a statement. “If the 
National Defense Authorization Act is not the 
appropriate vehicle for passage, then we encourage 
the DemiKratic leadership to work with our 
community to find the most expedient way to 
place this legislation on the president’s desk with­
in this Congress.”
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Local 8 National Artists’ Creations 
Vintage • Carden Art 
Statuary 8 Fountains

Corner of N. Lombard 8 N. Albina
(2 Blocks east of I-5 on Lombard)

7506 N. Albina Ave. • Portland, OR 97217

5O3-459-323O
Wednesday-Monday 9-6 • Closed Tuesdays

See yea wn! —Juey X MetenJ

2008 GAY/LESBIAN 
HISTORY CALENDAR

What your history 
teachers and books 

refused to teach you!
Learn about gay/lesbian 

history EVERY dayK

$14.95
(Plus $3.95 shipping and handling) 
Tx residents please add 825% tax 
Please allow 2-4 weeks for delivery

To order, visit:
www.dailypridepublications.com 

or send money order/cashier's check 
and shipping information to:

Daily Pride Publications 
1501 A W. 18th St., #175 

Houston, TX 77008

Matthew Shepard Act Dies
The Local Law Enforcement Hate Crime 

Prevention Act, also known as the Matthew

Osby Davis, the first black mayor of Vallejo, Calif., 
beat an out gay candidate by only three votes.

CALIFORNIA
Recount Ousts Gay Candidate

The city of Vallejo, Calif., appeared to elect its 
first openly gay mayor.

After a vote recount, the city actually elected its 
first black mayor. Osby Davis pulled ahead of Gary 
Cloutier by just three votes during the recount, the 
Solano County elections office confirmed.

The first results of the Nov. 6 election had 
Cloutier ahead by five votes. He had come under 
scrutiny because of a public intoxication arrest out­
side a Palm Springs bar.

INDIANA
Male Student Defends 
His Prom Dress

In court papers filed Dec. 12 in the Northern 
District Court of Indiana, Lambda Legal said West 
Side High Schtxd violated Kevin “K.K.” Logan’s

1320 NE Broadway, Portland OR 97232
Clinic: 971.334. 4146

Your #1 choice
24/7/365

503.227.

Dr. Suzana Levy
Chiropractic Physician

PAIN MANAGEMENT • AUTO ACCIDENTS • HOLISTIC WELLNESS
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Awal
orial Offering Many Pathways For Your Inner Journey 
K, v- „ Books, Music, Jewelry, Crystals,

i tiqg/ spiritual Tools
ir J HUH JfilUT Coffee, Tea, Wheat/Gluten Free Treats

I Psychic Readers Daily & Playshops
For Events, Product, Practitioners www.celestial-awakenings.com

6001 NE 109th Ave. Vancouver, WA 888-896-2207 -
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