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Learn Your Rights

Domestic partnerships are here to stay
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contains such a timelv messave that it needs to b shart | MW
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[ think an underlying desire of people who advocate changing Interstate
Avenue to César Chavez Boulevard is for recognition of discrimination and
racism that 1‘t'n|'!x of color experience on a re __[ll|.tl basis here. What has not
been acknowledged clearly by those who oppose the name change is that the
causes Chavez fought for—an end to racism and other forms of oppression—are
still issues roday.

Hearing the word “racism” at the community forums was upsetting to many
white people. Maybe they're thinking of the Ku Klux Klan, racial epithets or
lim Crow segregation. | think when many people of color talk about racism,
they also include more subtle forms of discrimination, underrepresentation and
stereotyping, of which many white people are unaware. | believe my white
neighbors are sincere in their desire to show respect for César Chivez and their
Latino neighbors. And even as many vehemently denied participating in racism,
it surfaced at the forums

To some, these things might seem unimportant, but for others, they are
painful reminders of significant historic and current patterns of discrimination.
One white woman asked her neighbor, a woman of color, to stand next to her
15 she spoke, as a representation of “the kind of diversity we value in our
neighborhood.” 1T think the white woman wanted to express support and
solidarity. To others, it felt like a tokenizing and objectifying display. Another
white woman said it was a form of bias that at one forum there was “ethnic food
and mariachi music.” Doesn’t all food represent someone’s ethnicity? Would it
not be biased to serve “American” food instead? But how does celebrating one
culture threaten another anyway!

Almost all those who disrespected the group process by speaking out of turn,

shouting, clapping and waving signs were white people speaking against the

change. At my neighborhood association meeting, three Latinos addresse
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pPeopit have exXpenend ed racism in this Process

Changing the name of a m or street would be a way to recognize the racism
that exists here. As opponents argue, it would be a burden on local businesses
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in this co;pmmunity. For a time; it might be confusing to visitors to our neighbor
hood. 1t would be a new chapter in the history of Interstate Avenue, which, as
had
of North

|
one forum participant flIHIiI\il'l] s, was once an .IH-iliII traul Hl.l ! \rer

inother name betore it .I‘\'- ime Interstate. How do we want this era
Portland history to be marked!
White people need to acknowledge our unearned race-based privileges in
history and in the present. Our intent might not be discriminatory, but we need
 listen to the impact of our words and deeds, regardless of how we teel about

the street name

MoLLY FRANKS
Portland

1] ‘; y past two weeks have been filled with ongoing conversations about this
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1 v ®Nname ¢ |1.1Ih_:n' I've now moved to the middle of the debate and thank all

the name change advocates who are patiently pulling me along in this process
For years the gay civil rights movement has coat-tailed on the efforts, nort vet
over, of the black civil rights movement. As the gay, lesbian, bi and trans
community matures and become a seasoned and knowledgeable force, | see that
it could now be our time to take the emerging Latino community under our
wing and share with them lessons learned as they, oo, fight for recognition and
civil rights. After all, it wasn't that long ago that as *homosexuals” we were the

illegals in America. What have we learned? What can we share!

H ave you missed the “Reflections” that used to follow this column! This is
8 8 where I'd pull an archived issue of Just Out and highlight the news from five,
10, 15 or 20 years ago. This will return. It's just that since we moved our office,
the archived copies remain snugly packed away in cardboard boxes, waiting for
me to build the shelves that will hold them. You can see these boxes for vour

self, as well as the rest of our new digs, if you join us at our Open House
(Warming) and 24th Anniversary Celebration. We invite you to stop by on
Sunday afternoon, Nov. 4, from 2 to 6 p.m. and see where we write your paper

I'his open house will also be the kickoff event for our food drive, so please help
us fill bins and boxes with nonperishable food items. Please check
www.justout.com frequently for details on the food drive and our partnerships
with community organizations and events. Last year, working together, we
imassed an amazing amount of toys. This year, | know we'll work hard to fill the

shelves of Esther’s Pantry.

I inally, a note on the billboard pictured here. For months now we've been
® inundated with radio, television, print and billboards ads from the major

health maintenance organizations and insur
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¥ ance companies professing concern for the
k great obesity epidemic sweeping America.
Mostly they've been benign, annoving at best.

Yes, we should eat better and exercise more
Oh, by the way, vou're not my frigging moth-
er, back off, OK?

But this billboard sends a very wrong
message. This one sets forth a standard of body
size and image, and this is not an appropriate
message to be sending to a young and impres
sionable child. Why don't they place a waste
basket next to her as training for her bulimic
binges? | look forward to these signs coming
down soon

Obesity and hunger in the same column.
One of these we can llt‘l[‘ solve., _“;IH|‘ by our
offices anytime with your food donation. You'll

be greatly thanked and appreciated. @
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