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Lesbian activist Sizakele Sigasa was reportedly
murdered in a hate crime in the Meadowlands
township of Johannesburg, South Africa.
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Lesbian Couple Killed
in South Africa

According to activist groups, a Johannesburg
lesbian couple were murdered “execution style”
July 8 and their bodies were found in a field in
Meadowlands township

Sizakele Sigasa, 34, and Salome Masooa, 23
were shot multiple times each, and there was
evidence they might have been sexually assaulted
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[he couple reportedly had lett a gay party
around midnight to drive a friend home, then failed
to return to the party as expected. Activist groups
said they suspect the killings were an anti-gay hare
crime, but police told the South African Broadcast
Corporation they've not yet found any evidence to

that eftect

IGLHRC Denounces Iran
Sodomy Executions
The

Rights Commission on July 18 ¢«

International Gav and Lesbian Human
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United States based on his sexual orientation, cit
ed recent cases of sodomy-related executions in the
cities of Mashhad, Gorgan and Kermanshah.,
“Despite a widely publicized outcry two years
ago when Iranian authorities executed two young
men in the northeastern city of Mashhed, the

government confinues to target, arrest, Proseculte

s under its sodomy law,’
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subject of a July 11 New York Times article

which said some of them were punishment tor

“homosexuality.”
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IGLHRC noted that lran refuses to allow

independent investigation of its human rights
situation, which “makes it impossible tor IGLHR(
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and other human rights organizations to verify
many of the charges against alleged perpetrators
and to monitor their access to fair trials.”

[he organization called upon human rights
defenders to support the work of the Toronto-based
Iranian Queer Organization, to lobby their own
governments to oppose lran’s treatment of real or
perceived queer people and to request that their
“government’s immigration service adopt policies to
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based on sexual orientation or gender identity.”

Kathmandu Police Assault
Trans People
Police in Kathmandu. Nepal, have

that they target efteminate males and transgender
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City police allegedly beat, stripped and sexual
ly abused several metis who had gathered July 14 in
Ratna Park

Upon recerving complaints about the incident
from Nep il's GLBT Blue Diamond Society and
1 visiting activist from New York-based Human

Rights Watch

Inspector, Pardeep Chand, reportedly informed the

1 Janasewa Police Station Sub

wctivists: “We tound metis carrying condoms, and R ST W R ———
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the metis also told us that they use condoms while

having anal or oral sex. So it's our regular cam
paign to control metis inside the Rarna Park and
elsewhere.”

According to Blue Diamond’s account of the
events in the [".I!L_ otficers approac hed the metis:
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threatened it them if they tried to flee:
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s Bt roes e S ule b admire, Join us every Thursday from 4pm-7pm for

what they were for. When the metis said thev use

music and wine tasting at our Wme and Jazz Series.
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Hong Kong Acquits Car Sex Couple
Hong Kong’s Court of Final Appeal cleared

1 gay couple July 16 who had been arrested for hay
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sex in a car in an isolated location in the dark

The c said the prosecution of Zigo Yau
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Yuk-lung, 19, and Lee Kam-chuen, 30, was
impermissible because the public sodomy ban
under which they were charged unfairly targets

nly male couples, not female or opposite-sex
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