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A Beauty Bar
por Women & Men

Full Body Waxing
Facials ' ‘
Hair Design : |

Brow Tinting
Nails

Next to NoPo Coffeehouse

N
503.285.2899 | |
4821 N. Lombard _ ]

Dawnie Grubstein
Mortgage Broker
503-557-9100

dawnicgrubstein

"\Ill'.‘ H1I_'E'I

Realtor

503-282-4000 Ext 112
--Il!'.i -1:'-'!

@ remax.net weomeast.net

North Portland
Veterinary Hospital

SERVING THE GREATER NORTH PORTLAND

COMMUNITY FOR OVER 315 YEARS

A FULL SERVICE ANIMAL HOSPITA

Wellne ire * Puppy & Kitten Plar

enior Programs * vVa ition
surgery * General Di

Specialty Dentistry = Hospitalizatic

Mon-Fri 7am-zpm « Sat Bam-5pm
3000 N Lombard

www.northportlandvet.com (503) 285-0462

We cover
both sides
of the fence.

We'll find you a
home and get
you the loan.

Close your transaction
with Shea and Dawnie
and receive $200 off

your closing costs!
Offer expires 2/28/07

LAURELHURST
DENTISTRY

CLARICE JOHNSTON DMD

& ASSOCIATES

* Treatment explained and discussed
* Teeth whitening

» New patients welcome

503/233-3622 o=
2520 East Burnside i

Imagine
staying positively
free from STDs

Living with HIV?

Syphilis can hit harder & faster.
Testing for STDs every 3 months
helps make it safer to play.

MARTY DAVIS

horthwest

by Patricia L. MacAodha

t's that huge stone church with the ivory and

red tower on the corner of Southwest Park
Avenue and Salmon Street: home to one of
Portland’s most open-minded Christian con
gregations. On Jan. 28, First Congregational
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anniversary of 1}u' .i.r‘-\ in 199/ \'.hk'[i IS I‘.Il!‘-llll-“['[~

United Church of Christ celebrated the
voted to become an open and atfirming congrega
tion, welcoming gay, lesbian and bisexual members
to fully participate in the life of their church

Ifll
retired UCC minister the Rev. Jean Erb, “E".‘ 1S 4

”L'1

wddressed the church's ongoing commitment to

morning service featured a sermon by

lesbian sermon, “Standing Before God,”

sexual minorities and what it means. The Portland
Lesbian Choir was this year's visiting choral group,
and a receprion tollowed the service

Although this Portland church was not the first
aays and lesbians in the UCC
in New

York City), its membership is historically known for

congregation open 1o

circuit (that honor goes to Riverside UCK(

embracing issues that other churches hesitate to
|l'HLi1.{ I\I|1{ffl[f.i‘l-'ll.ill"l"i].'.\! }Il'].i t'~|'|'!‘|i_'|'n‘|' ol
m 1n l

{ 1
\l‘\1.l| CONCy o) l'ﬂ'li'l\.l: strata \1"lll|[1

College, for example, became the first college to
accept women and black people as students
Activism is identified with this denomination
In July 1985, at the UCC General Synod 15, it
L'Hlﬂlll.i_‘_ll'\i churches to study and become open

”H'

Portland church took up the challenge. According

ind affirming roward sexual minorities.
to the Rev. Paul Davis, minister of congregational
life, they didn't know at first if there were any
sexual minority members. Then, gay and lesbian

members started coming out to their fellow
parishioners.

The congregation’s decision, guided by then
dAssociate paston the Rey ]‘.lll'l\ I1a Rl“‘, Was prec eded
by a six-week study series marked by presentations,
readings and interactive question-and-answer
opportunities. On July 2, 1992, the congregation-
alists voted, acknowledging that they were “persons
of different ages, education, races, abilities and sex-
ual orientations.”

According to open and affirming committee
chairwoman Joyce Liljeholm, having made this

commitment, they didn't “decide to welcome, but
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The historic First Congregational United Church of Christ fepresents
open and affirming values.

Activated by Activism

First Congregational UCC celebrates 1992 decision

then it goes in the drawer.” The annual service is
one of the ways First Congregational keeps the issue
in front of its members and continues to address
1PProac i:l'- r}-.!. 'I!'__'_!} \\t.h }u Ir can }‘\ a serous p ITtiC
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In 2003, the phrase “gender identities and gen

der expressions” was added to the 1992 statement
[wo transgender women had attended services at
the church. Though welcomed and treared well,
their presence raised the question: Are trans peo
| le fully welcome here! This led to a second series

Ol t'\iil\ |=|I'E'I.|| LISCUss1ons .Fl'l-i i “lLI'TI.~| vote, on

Jan. 26, 2003, to include trans people in the open
|l'.\| ihirming declaration. 1 []l' VOIe was pre \'-.{r.'
by a sermon from Ross, who now serves as senior
pastor Her topI “When superman Becomes Lois

Lane.” The decision in support was unanimous.

Davis says that not all UCC churches have
embraced the open and affirming position and that
ibout 81 churches have left the denomination
because of the issue. Others, though, have come in
Progress on a controversial issue can be slow, but

[ JAVIS TeCOognizes l‘\l\ITI\. ¢ SIS from [H\ OWwWn l'\i‘l'
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rence Vedars dgo in
Philadelphia—the first gay person ordained in
Pennsylvania—there was only one open and
imrming .lmhl] ln'--.f.n, IIH' state }‘-1i.l-T- “

( IhLJ[\ hw I!mt have t i]n nup [}IL' L ll.!”t'H!.It'

Oregon can claim the highest percentage of
UCC churches that are open and affirming, and
the Central Pacific Conference (which includes
Oregon, southwestern Oregon and southern Idaho)
has ruled that any new UCC congregations in the
district must be open and affirming.

When Multnomah County briefly legalized
same-sex marriage, both Ross and Davis happily
|‘t'|‘fi i['nll'\i |t'L.'.!1 MAarriages. I).I\ IS 54Ys Ill' Il'Il]l‘IHl‘l'[’\
his total as being around 100 ceremonies. Both
continue to offer the church’s marital blessings on
gay and lesbian marriages, even though the state of
Oregon has withdrawn recognition.

The declaration specifically addressesselation-
ships: “We pledge ourselves to support and honor
committed partnerships of lesbian, gay, bisexual
and transgender people recognizing the difficulry

of maintaining such partnerships in the abstnce of

the social validation and legal fram cworks which
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sexual unions.”

support the hetero-

First Congregational’s
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January celebration

was
maore [}I.IH a service .Il]\l d
party, }'lll confirmation T|1.II_

for this church, the commit

ment continues @

FIrsT
UNITED CHURCH OF

WAL

NOREGATH

CHRISTisat 1126 S.W
Park Ave. For mor
mformation call
303-228-7219
PATRICIA L. MACA

"- s a Portland f

— 4o writer. E-mail her
1 i


mailto:patmac3l@juno.cnm
celebr.it

