1 reality show where there's no way off the
island and you're always a loser” to
“People leftovers last a lot longer than the
tood kind."” Howe ultimately encourages
young readers to be who they are. The

[‘thflL'T rates Totally Joe as being suitable

tor ages 10 and older

M or F?

n J ] 1
by Lisa Papademetriou and Chris

20U ; 310.9Y hardcover

I\thuﬁ\]I\!lllrldl1nrfﬂuulJ[Lt\.hfh |le\47\

ream up m f]ll\ _:Ill wdants ]‘\'-\. |"\‘\ wiants |‘\l'. SLOTY

M or F! Male or female? Marcus or Frannie? Marcus

ind Frannie are best friends negotiating the trials of
high school. Frannie wants to be a fashion design
er and has a distinct sense of style. Marcus is one of
the few openly gay students at Roaring Brook High
l}1r\ LTh'u €ac h

call themselves “brain rwins.”

"‘\Iln-I] \\\'|| 1}il.’ fht'\

other so

When Marcus discovers Frannie's crush on lettery
Osborne, the school'’s social activist, he encourages
her to go for it. She's hesitant until the school’s online
chat room offers an easy way to communicate. Game
on. Frannie logs in each time using an alias. At first
Marcus helps Frannie out by telling her what to say,
but soon he is doing the typing for he

As Frannie and Jeffery begin to spend more time
together, instead of becoming more comfortable,

i}‘- ut

impress him. In an attempt to help the relationship

}'F' inmic }".'\"]l1i'\ maore nervous rrving to
ILrH;L \lJTlH\ SEArts to pose as E]||”lh'|||rhl .E|H

room when she 15 not around. Soon, he finds
himself talling for Jetfery

[hl' \il.l[‘rl'[\ ||l"|‘|.irl }‘i'r'\\l'.'l'.- }'r””'.'.\' ”1-.1
follow the cleve
wround Marcus' deceit

.-|||-, }I.IHI‘L\ is confused, soon the

M Ircus, 1||:|\\Jri:,‘ e hi\t» o rJ i--r.

1\!n.]| twists and turns

“'hlh At nirst
web is so tangled that Marcus himself can't ke P uj
with who said what. The story keeps readers guess
ing to the end. While older teens might get bored
with the material, younger teens should enjoy this

story of e ra\Hui]-_ trust and v wny lowve

A Really Nice Prom Mess

by Brian Sloan; Simon

& Schuster, 2005
$14.95 hardcover

Lam is !nliIH"!n! 1 pr m night he'll always
remember. What he gets is a
could forget

[hings get off to a shaky start when he P ks up

entertam |J ﬂl- 15 u.|: 1S (¢

pecemBER 1. 2000 JUSTIOUL 55

his date, a sassy, gorgeous redhead wearing a dress

“with a neckline bordering on N(

17." Virginia is
already drunk and pegs him as gay before they make
it 1".!\‘« ol -I[““ }Il wise tor i‘itT'lrl"‘ \ .-|'|l'll‘~ re l: \i.‘T\'

his boyfriend, Shane—is posing as straight with the
quick-witted Jane, Shane's best friend. Cam envi
sioned a night with the four of them spending time
together, but Shane has other ideas—socializing with
his football ream and maintaining his “tough straight
_‘u\” facade. With Shane Ignoring them and \'Ir-,lml.i
out, Cam and Jane try to

on |'Iil' verge ol passing

salvage the evening by smoking pot, which Cam
purchases from Dmitri, a sexy hotel employee deal-
ing trom a stall in the men’s room

Shane is off with his friends, Virginia is asleep
|II}H'I|}W|: 1h.|\ i |H.§Jwru' irc rrn-Wlln;.l~Ltu
fance until Shane SpOts them and teels the need to
save tace. With a punch. To Cam's stomach. Jane,
ifter all, is supposed to be his date

[he night looks all but over tor Cam. He's had
et, and

it with Shane, he's tired of i‘\".l'l_'_ mn the « IFI'*

he looks set to be sent home to tace his parents

Dmitri comes to his rescue, and Cam winds up at

his first gay strip club in downtown Washington,
X fh|l1!u'1||:}n IS ﬂ||]\\lull:. 1H\| r[nah\L lJlJ
of the bar sends Cam on the run with Dmitri and

["IE\L. 1 dea L

leads him back to the rest of the prom, which has

oo dancer. A strange turn of events

relocated from the i..w‘i TO an unsand H.q]r.f itter

party at the Constitution Garden

A D N 1 W i 1 1
A\ hweally INwce 'ron vigss has a hrrle of every

thing—a car chase, a straight football player shaking
his |'r|.m;: in a gay bar men i unorm, reen angst and

more. Some moments are predictable, bur others ar

WINNER!

BEST OFF-BROADWAY MUSICAL
2005 OUTER CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD

WINNER!

FAVORITE LONG-RUNNING OFF-BROADWAY SHOW
2006 BROADWAY.COM AUDIENCE AWARD

=Py

not, as Cam comes to terms with his sexuality and his
relationship with Shane and his parents on this live
Iy prom night

trom a filmmaking

Author Brian Sloan comes

background, which i1s evident in his writing. A Keally
Nice Prom Mess

n '-'.'.‘J, ind thi --|_|}'||.I' matter 1s mature en -='.-!i_ {

ns @

u.uJLiru|£u 1 great movie |||!“:H1
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THE LAUGH-PACKED AWARD-WINNING MUSICAL COMDEDY ROCKS INTO PORTLAND.
ALTARBOYZ.COM = 1-877-ABOYZ-411(226-9941) Get the gossip on The Boyz at altarholics.com

FredMeyer
BROADWAY

ACROSS AMERICA
PORTLAND

JAN 30-FEB 4 - NEWMARK THEATRE

A SPECIAL OPPORTUNITY FOR JUST OUT READERS
Purchase specially priced tickets before they go on sale to the public!

ORDER TODAY: www.broadwayacrossamerica.com/groupsales Password: justout
OR CALL 503-321-5251
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