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Attendence at the opening ceremony of the 2006 Outgames contridicts co-chairwoman Marielle 
Dupere blame on a lack of public support for the reported $5.3 million deficit.

Montreal was supposed to host the Gay Games, 
hut a nasty fight between local organizers and the 
Federation of Gay Games led to the founding of the 
Outgames and relocation of the Gay Games to 
Chicago.

The Gay Games also lost money. Organizers in 
Chicago have been selling off assets and marketing 
Gay Games DVDs to recoup the loss.

“We owe about $190,000 in vendor bills and 
expect all to be paid off by end of first quarter 
2007,” said Chicago Games co-vice chairwoman 
Tracy Bairn.

The next Outgames is scheduled for 2009 in 
Copenhagen, Denmark, and the next Gay Games 
is slated for 2010 in Cologne, Germany.

Argentine Cross-Dressers 
Decriminalized

Cross-dressers in Argentina’s Mendoza province 
can now go out in public without fear of being j 
arrested.

Legislators repealed Article 80 of the Code of 
Misdemeanors, which punished with 15 days in jail 
people who “in daily life wear clothes or attempt to I 
pass as someone of the opposite sex.”

Thirty-three people have been arrested under 
the law this year, and 19 were arrested last year.

MIDEAST/AFRICA
Reports Claim Iranian Gay 
Was Hanged

A Web site called Iran Focus reported Nov. 14 
that “a gay Iranian man was hanged in public on 
Tuesday in the western city of Kermanshah on the 
charge of sodomy."

The report said, “Shahab Darvishi was charged 
with organizing a ‘corruption ring,' deliberate assault 
and ‘lavat,’ which means homosexual relationship 
between two men or stxlomy.”

The report credited “the official news agency 
IRNA” as a source for the story.

According to the Islamic Republic News 1 
Agency, the Kermanshah Province Justice 
Department Communications Department said 
Darvishi was “found guilty of forming a coterie of 
corruption rings, physical assaults and the despica­
ble act of sodomy.”

IRNA said the death sentence was issued by the 
Second Court of the town of Sahneh and was !

upheld by the Second Appeal Court of Kermanshah 
and the 27th Branch of the Supreme Court.

“Hundreds of Kermanshah’s residents were 
present at the scene of the execution,” IRNA said. 
“They were supportive of the judicial system’s 
decision and called for adopting a tough stance 
against criminals and disturbing elements.”

Iran’s version of Islamic law does punish gay sex 
with execution, and many human rights activists say, 
with varying degrees of certainty, that the nation has 
executed numerous men for the crime since the 1979 
religious revolution. But it is notoriously difficult to 
fact-check news that emanates from the nation, and 
skepticism of any one report is always warranted, as 
Iran does not have a free press.

Human Rights Watch’s Jessica Stern sent an 
e-mail Nov. 15 to this publication that said, in part: 
“We are concerned with the charges in the case and 
by the case’s lack of information. One or two sources 
should be considered inconclusive, especially in 
reporting on a case of this kind.... We strongly urge 
caution until more information is known.”

In the same vein, the secretary general of the 
Iranian Queer Organization, formerly called the 
Persian Gay and Lesbian Organization, comment­
ed: “Similar to the Mashad incident last year, it 
may be extremely difficult to firmly establish why 
this man was hanged or whether the charges were 
fabricated. Whatever the truth is, the Iranian 
government must be stopped from killing people 
for sex-related crimes.”

On July 19, 2005, two teenage boys, Mahmoud 
Asgari and Ayaz Marhoni, were publicly hanged in 
Mashad, and graphic photos of the executions 
circulated on the Web. Some Iranian' and foreign 
media said the teens’ crime was being gay lovers. 
Other Iranian and foreign media said they had 
raped a boy. International human rights groups say 
they have been unable to determine which version 
of the story is true.

Nonetheless, “The death penalty is on the books 
for gay sex, [and] it’s at least sporadically enforced,” 
said Scott Long, head of Human Rights Watch’s 
queer program, in a Nov. 16 interview. ©

Rex WOCKNER has reported for the gay press since 
1985. He has a bachelor's degree in journalism from 
Drake University and started his career as a radio 

reporter.
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Lots of Potential!

Fixer cottage located in area of appreciating 
values. One bedroom with lots of potential. Fix 

or start all over! Zoned R2.5.
$175,000 • 4312 NE Mallory

* We have snow pants and holiday dresses! * 
Call about our clothing exchange policy!

Open Tues 9am-7pm, and Wed-Sat 9am-4pm

503-246-1235
8426 SW 22nd

1 /2 block South of Barbur Blvd y

Beautiful Belmont Area 
Bungalow!

Hdwd firs, lovely built-ins, extensive use of tile 
in baths, updated kitchen! 3 bedrooms, family 

room, private yard!
3815 SE Alder

ROSEMARY BERNARDI, P.C. broker 5O3-784-2836
MEADOWS CROUP REALTORS 1902 SE MORRISON • PORTLAND, OR 97214

FANTASY
FOR ‘ADULTSJ0NLY

' rnhancing /ovo. sex. and
everything in betwaen !>ince I 985

We offer Portland’s hottest selection of: 
movies, games, toys, lingerie, and much more...

All Apparo). Hosiery. * • 
Lingerie. Costumes. X
and Shoes *

6 Portland area 
locations to serve you 

8445 SE McLoughlin Blvd • 503-238-6969
15536 SE 82nd Drive • 503-203-6969 
6440 SW Coronado • 503-244-6969
3 I 37 NE Sandy Blvd. • 503-239-6969 
I 51 2 West Burnside • 503-295-6969

10720 SE Beaverton Hillsdale Hwy • 503-235-6969

www.fantasyforadultaonly.com
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