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Antique St. Helens
Come In & Browse Our Huge Inventoiy

Importbd Furniture 
Circa 1910-1940 

from S. Wales & England

Open Tuesday-Saturday 

I lam -7pm

national

www.AntiqueStHblens.com

215 S. 1st Street. St. Helens, OR g7°51 
503-366-1861

North PortlandVeterinary Hospital
SERVING THE GREATER NORTH PORTLAND 

COMMUNITY FOR OVER 35 YEARS

A FULL SERVICE ANIMAL HOSPITAL
Wellness Care • Puppy & Kitten Plans

Senior Programs • Vaccinations 
Surgery • General Dentistry 

Specialty Dentistry • Hospitalization

Mon-Frl 7am-7pm • Sat 8am-spm 
3000 N Lombard
www.northportlandvat.com (503) 285-0462

When it comes to neighborhood home loans, 
I really know my way around the block.

As your local Countrywide® home loan expert. I not only have my own 
considerable experience to offer, I also have the technology, resources and 
innovative loan products from one of America’s leading lenders to make your 
next home-buying experience fast, convenient and virtually hassle-free.

No matter what your financial situation or home loan needs, 
call me today and let me open the door to your dream house.

No one can do what Countrywide can. sm

Jay P Mortensen
Branch Manager
Office (503) 670-7400
Direct: (503) 624-4711 
iay_mortensen«Jcountrywide com

Countrywide
HOME LOANS

Lake Oswego Office 
6000 SW Meadows Road #100 

Lake Oswego. OR 97035

Coantrywid* Financial Corporation ia Amarica'a »1 home loan lender* and a member of the proatigioua 
Standard 8 Poor’s 500 and Fortuno 500
* Source As ranked for 2005 by Inside Mortgage Finance (Jan 27, 20061. Copyright 2006

fit Equal Housing Lender © 2006 Countrywide Home Loans. Inc , 4500 Park Granada, Calabasas, CA 
91302 Trade/servicemarks are the property of Countrywide Financial Corporation and/or its subsidiaries 
Some products may not be available in Washington and Oregon For Washington and Oregon residents 
and properties only This is not a commitment to lend Restrictions apply All rights reserved 61035
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Poway alumni were awarded a $300,000 settlement for harassment they endured as students.

CALIFORNIA
Court Urged to Uphold 
Poway Decision

in papers submitted Nov. 21, Lambda Legal 
urged the California Court of Appeal to uphold a 
jury decision that found that former Poway High 
School students were subjected to relentless harass­
ment because of their sexual orientation.

“All parents expect that their children will be 
safe and protected at school, and all schixils in 
California are required to take effective measures to 
achieve that environment,” said Brian Chase, lead 
attorney on the case. “Even after their mothers 
complained about their kids being harassed because 
they are gay and lesbian, the school district did 
little to nothing to protect [them], which is why 
the jury in the trial court ruled against the Poway 
Unified School District.”

Joey Ramelli and Megan Donovan were 
students at Poway High, a school in northern San 
Diego County. During their junior year, other 
students relentlessly taunted them with anti-gay ' 
slurs, and Ramelli was physically assaulted anLl his 
car was vandalized. Both dropped out and com- | 
pleted studies toward their high school diploma at 
home.

Although Donovan anLl Ramelli reported the 
harassment to school officials, the jury in the tri­
al court found that the officials took “minimal or 
no action at all” when they reported the inci­
dents. Further, the jury found that the harassment 
the students suffered was so “severe and perva­
sive” that they awarded a combined $300,000 to 
the students.

“1 kept a log of the times when 1 was called ‘fag’ 
and other derogatory words ami when I was physi- ! 
cally assaulted or my lite was threatened,” Ramelli 
said. “Hardly a day went by that I didn’t get shoved 
or called a name, so there was no way that anyone 
could question that what was happening to me was 
a serious, constant problem. I don’t want future gay 
and lesbian students at Poway to suffer from the 
same harassment 1 went through.”

Same-Sex Couples Appeal 
to Supreme Court

Attorneys representing same-sex couples, 
Equality California and Our Family Coalition asked 
the California Supreme Court on Nov. 13 to decide j 
whether barring same-sex couples from marriage 
violates the state constitution.

In April 2005, San Francisco Superior Court 
Judge Richard A. Kramer ruled that barring same- 
sex couples from marriage unconstitutionally 
discriminates on the basis of sex and violates the 
fundamental right to marry. The California Court 
of Appeal overturned Kramer’s ruling in a 2-1 
decision Sept. 29, 2005, saying California may

continue to bar same-sex couples from marriage. 
The petition asks the California Supreme Court 
to reverse the Court of Appeal decision.

More than 250 religious and civil rights organ­
izations, including the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People, Mexican 
American Legal Defense and Educational Fund, 
California Council of Churches, Asian Pacific 
American Legal Center and National Black Justice 
Coalition, filed amicus briefs supporting marriage 

| equality for same-sex couples.
In 2005, the California Legislature passed 

Assembly Bill 849, the Religious Freedom and 
Civil Marriage Protection Act, which would have 
ensured equal treatment under the law by allow­
ing same-sex couples to marry. Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger vetoed it.

The California Supreme Court has 60 days to 
rule on the petition and may extend that period by 
up to 30 days.

FLORIDA
Miami University Employees 
Keep Benefits

In response to papers filed by Lambda Legal, the 
Butler County Court of Common Pleas dismissed a 
lawsuit Nov. 20 brought by a legislator seeking to 
take away the domestic partner benefits of employ­
ees of Miami University.

“The court has affirmed that Mr. Brinkman’s 
daily life is unaffected when the domestic partners 
of lesbian and gay university employees have health 
insurance, and he therefore has no standing to 
bring a lawsuit," said attorney James P. Madigan. 
“Lesbian and gay employees and their families’ 
health were at stake, and today the court has grant­
ed them freedom from being a pawn in politically 
motivated lawsuits."

In July, Lambda Legal filed briefs arguing that 
Brinkman had no standing to sue, because the uni­
versity pays for its domestic partner benefits with pri­
vately donated funds, not with tax dollars or tuition. 
He also had not shown that he suffered any direct 
impact that would be corrected if Miami University 
t<x>k away the health and dental insurance it offers to 
the domestic partners of university employees.

In December 2005, Lambda Legal intervened 
on behalf of professors Jean Lynch and Yvonne 
Keller after the domestic partner benefits offered by 
Miami University came under attack by the anti- 
gay Alliance Defense Fund. The lawsuit claimed 
that the benefits violate the state’s anti-gay consti­
tutional amendment, which limits marriage to a 
man and a woman. Lambda Legal argued that the 
constitutional amendment does not apply to the 
university because it concerns only marriage and 
does not address the legality of domestic partner­
ship benefits.
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