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IHe's Bringing EasyBack

Escape your troubles with Jim Brickman

tress 1s the disease, and Jim Brickn

Jim Radosta: Is it rough being away from

home right before the holidays!

Jim Brickman: This is our 10th vear of doin
he holid ! methi ' m ually more
sed to thar I me. I'm not sure what [ would
do with myself if | were home. It's just like part of | careg ry, people don't know exactly what to do. If
my world now I'm in an easy listening category, then how do you

describe duets with Sara Evans and Martina

JR: How would yvou describe your music to  McBride or Gerald Levert or Herb Alpert or any of

someone who's unfamiliar with vou!? the collaborations ['ve had! What do you do with
JB: Well, in essence it’s very emotional and the guy! | don’t blame people tor trying to categorize
tends to be thought of as romantic. Of course, it's me. I'd preter there be a Jim Brickman section of the

il onginal, so it's all pret

ty honest, from the heart

JR: What was it like

il connectior competing tor a Grammy

mentimes
against Prince!
JB: | torally forgor about

melancholy, sometimes
|"fli_‘|'1r ||'|.i Sparitu il and

inspirational that! The Grammys are kind

What .I'1~|'I1r-j '.IE||‘

partic ular ll!"lllll.. I scape,

of funny, because it's like a
www.portlandsaturdaymarket.com

popularity contest. If you're
4:30 = SW Ankney + Naito Pkwy * 503.222.6072

was that [‘L.-1-|| would nominated vou get one tick
come up to me afrer the
show and say, “What | use

the music for 1s to comfort

eL, .IF].Il lhs'li I you want to

SIT \'-lrh someone, you }1.|\s‘
to pav them a ridiculous
my kids at night when imount of money for that

seat. Most award shows like

that are sort of organized

they're going to bed” or
“I'm an emergency room

nurse, and | play the into the flavor of the month,

music o calm r}]l SUT Jlm Brickman' 44’ graw up "l c|eva|and VOou KNnow ] Must ve +'\ ¢h on

geons down while we're and moved to Los A"gehs at 28. the B level F|'|\-Ii'_._'}1. because
in there” or “] lost some | was [sitting] with Ruben
body who was really meaningtul to me in my life, | Studdard. Well, Bevoncé w 15 a couple of rows away
and | use the music to remember them.” What from me, so mavbe | wasn't. [ Laughs]

[[11"(1[ rr.l”\ SAYINg 18 r|'!.|! it strikes in lm-.-!|-'r|.z|

chord and lets them be free to take it on whatever jR: I also wanted to ask you a little bit about
journey they want to take it when they hear it. It's your personal life. Is it OK if I identify you as gay!
just thar with instrumental music it's a little bit eas |B: No. Here's my take on all that, honestly.
ier because it doesn't tell you how to feel; yvou can I've never been one of those artists where ['l-‘li‘ll'
interpret those feelings for whatever you happen to | cared more about what | was wearing, who [ was
be going through at thart particular time dating, what scandal I was in than about my talent

What “'l '|'!l | usually connect with first and fore

JR: Are you sometimes surprised by how | most is the music. | feel so lucky about thart,

much of an emotional impact your music has on | because it’s about what it's supposed to be about
. . : :
your listeners! There's curiosity and there's rumors and every

JH Lonst H‘.I'l‘. "\\}i.'.'-\ great about |l-it|-_' l‘lilr_;]:l‘ that ]m--‘. lowe that when | |.‘;‘ out into

things like the meet-and-greets after the show or the audience, there’s black, white, gav, straight. lit
In-store Ippearances or re :.l.'H-_j fanm |1i 1S 1T I¢ r| Tl u..1~ '.\| ire Y vears II who want tot |i.. Prane
does remind you of why you're doing it in the first lessons. That's what I'm doing it for. If | wanted to
place—that it's not for any other achievement have it be about something else. it would be really

other than to mowe people or to share your art with easy tor me to make a spectacle about it @

|'l'|'|‘]l' | know that sometimes that sounds a lictl

e I‘IT esotenc or ‘Li|‘1| l|1_'~,_ | urt it re 1||\ s T lind ]‘.;.., KMAN performs ._ 30 p.m Nov. 15 i
! i ' Salem'’s Elsimore Theatre, 170 High St. S.E., and
82nd Ave. Taboo JR: Do you mind the label “easy listening,” or | 8 p.m. Nov. 16 at Arlene Schnitzer Concert Hall
has the genre been given a bad rap! 1037 S.W. Broadway. Tickets are $20-$50 fron
Taboo Taboo Vancouver R e e & y WINR [ ; o
_lB:]\e never really had |['t--}'llm'.\'.II-||111~_ LicketsWest ( Salem) and 338 .50-3%48 .50 from
237 SEMLK Blvd. Portland 2330 SER2nd Ave. Portland 4811 NE 94th Ave. Van. because I think labels exist to trv to define a | Ticketmaster (Portland)

(503)239 1678 (503)7776033 (360)254 1126 category, especially if you do something that’s not

as mainstream as “I'm a country singer” or “I'm a Arts and Culdture Editor iM RADOSTA needs voun
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pop diva.” When vou're kind of alone in yvour | feedback. Write to jim@justout.com
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