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No Tinie for Intentions
'O THE EDITOR
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ind in the country, we have the opportunity to

turn the r'.tv_'-lru discrimination in its various forms

Whether we are confronting nstitutionalized

racism, women's reproductive rights, LGBTQ)
rights, civil rights or basic human rights, thi
election will be pivotal. In the face of such oppor
tunity, we must continue to build on relationshi
ind demand trom our leaders and all I
stances and results regarding our issuc

['his compels me ro write this letrer and ask

ship to weigh the choices carefully. Wi

our reader

o nor have time tor rhetoric and good intentions;

wWe must \,I..' [ |\|\r- |'|.| ‘.'-."!I- servants whn
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have proven, either in their careers or personal
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lves, to stand to Juality, justic ind genun

[}'II" not just an

ideals or politics; we ¢

human kindness election about

innot send new legslators

their jobs ro do business as usual. 1t 1s time for good
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representation, strategic planning and commit
litics of

We

1 vision ol a

ment beyond words, but in action. The p
this election are really about people’s lives
must insist on leaders who embody
better society and healthy lll.illl". of life tor all of
Our citizens
[here are some leaders, both longtime and
emerging, who exemplity the best in us and live
their lives promoting the values we all share. Lew

Frederick, Multnomah (
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candidate for ounty
years, Lew has lived a life worthy of respect and
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party lines; it is abourt electing a diverse e idership

that can represent all of the residents of
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Regardless of your party itfiliation, we must cast
1 vore for every position on the ballot. We must
think about the long-term impact of our choices

ind support those \\i|<' }II\L ~I.|['[‘-n'r‘-l-i LS, even

when it was not |m1\||l ir to d S0 1IN casting
votes tor Supreme Court judge, governor, county

i ias :
commissioner, county judee, ballot measures and

other local races all over the state, we must vote tor

the I-'l"..'|1I!.i Ill\i{:. IL! SLITE 'l'.ll' every vote counts

lll'l-l. |‘|I"|||"|i.E‘ Our tuture, r||, tuture of our tam
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What a Cop-Out
1O THE EDITOR

| am disappointed by Just Out newspaper's
decision not to endorse a candidate for District 2
Multnomah County commissioner [“2006 General
20]. After

county commisstoners

Election Endorsements,” Oct il the

ittention the board of
receives in Just Out, it 1s disturbing to me thar the
paper would decide not to endorse either Jeff Cogen
or Lew Frederick in this important local race

While lack «

it difficulr to cover all elecrion races, a position on

f statfing and resources might make

our local county board merits both coverage and an

endorsement. County services, from libraries to

health clinics, impact the lives of our community

n a daily basis I"ll wve it .-'.'r.=F|'!. voters with

the statement, “( 1{ IIIlL with that one"” is

irresponsible
f Frederick

endorsement: “making repeated

_r!|\[' it 'l-]l'l'\!ll.'\\"ll'li erorts
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calls" and reaching out ro the paper It was not so
11 y
LOT I rhat a candidate \.1\l:||__ in endorsement
from an LGBTQ newspaper rarely happened. In
fact, if vou look at oth ties and states, it still
does n r‘!|li]\
-
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In the tuture, I'm hopetul Just Out makes the
Im lorsemet [ mj |
ract

Davib MARTINEZ

Portland

Beware of Red Herrings
To THE Epn

| just have to comment about a letter that

ippears in the Oct. 20 issue of Just Out [“PABA in

in Uproar”]. Debbie Caselton claims to have first
hand information about the Portland Area
current woes }‘IJT {II{L]\"\

Business Association's

Proves }I('T LH-'\\J‘ 1'-_\" runs no i'. l'}'\'l ‘]I.III ril‘.'

headlines and sound bites .»11‘-u-..fl-~. the excuse

makers among PABA's current management
Don't tall tor it

I }H' ||u-rl1..\|\

PABA a monthly newsletter favored insiders. The

]i]l 1ssues are real Il‘l'\i to get

decision to grant an additional $2.000 (plus) in
PABA tunds to pay tor postage for that newsletter
was made at a meeting that only one person vague

1'\ ‘.l!ll"lllb"!'- I1I.i Tor ‘.\ill-il !in',l IS NO wWritten

record. Unul ] ].-|\:'-.t the issue, the svstem of

wersight for the newsletter was akin to the fox
__'II-I;'\iII'._' 'i'u' }n'[\l.-ﬂlﬂ
PABA's members have suftered the unfortunate

resules. W

hugely

1'|:.E| i up '\l|||l| 1 ]II"‘.\‘l"]l} lhl[ s
expensive ‘.II-! L 11'||" irT 1~\I]t'_‘I". mnetecnive

We think we're lucky because sometimes it arrives

N tme to ]'II"lI\ 1Z€ our evenrs

My irempts to resolve these issues internally
WETE .E.-.'-'r-\r'.nl-, I||l' ]-!u stend .[ 0 F]it S
|||'.-\i=l |\:'-r.::jjtl f}]'.lll l.-‘.]-: itention of mem

. 1 6.8
bershiy Manv have had the same concerns about

these 1ssues betore and after my involvement
i'l'_'.-'l, Hl:’f|:_- 1 \.-!:.;4.'|-.-:;i'-\ | 1M _:-I|| .}rllx
L]'l-"\\i. IS IMOTre Juestions arose, yer no answers
were forthcoming. The tact that these 1ssues came

to I ~i}'|:. ittention i'u 15 .l'-' ¢N a major actor in Till.i
f resolution

issues, PABA's

president and our newsletter maven grow defensive

INg SOME appropriate Measure «
When confronted with th
ind attack. At best, they offer the tired exc Lse that
“we're just a volunteer organization.”
Ms, C when the
PABA board “became close friends.” | long for the

'{ 1y W }1"” fl'll.' l"l ) PI'\i 15 Ill.hll' up of re \["l'\ TT'II] I(' h!

iselton longs tor the days

ers who don't try to silence opposing viewpoints
ind are professional enough to work with people
with whom they do not agree

| believe |T|vr‘n|~|n;‘~ will grow trom that mutu
il respect, but they must never be allowed to
overshadow our duty to serve the best interests of

our membership

SEAN MINOGUE
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Do We Deserve Equal Rights?
'O THE EDITOR

| know a lesbian couple who recently broke up
ifter being in a commitred long-term relationship
Thev h l.] put r!'u-u 1S5¢1s r‘\-;_:rﬂ‘u'! \\|'11|\' n 'I]l.ll
relationship and built for the future. They were
politically active members of the Human Rights
Campaign, fought for equal rights and promised
each other t n if they would split, they

'.\--;||.;! freat ¢ ich -.'.'}II'I Il~;‘l'\|'fll”‘. Ilhl [iill\

because there s no law t ich of them like

) Protecr ¢
ina }u terosexual marrage
1
DeCause

] :Ll '.\'l!'i i | i of couples,

I .|{|{'!{|’\\||'|

had better credit, all assets were in one person'’s
rson just “contributed” her
When the bre IL.:I]‘ came

All of those promises were

ame, and the other per
money and hard work
1 1

the truth came oult, Tox

1 ¢l

||~-'|l S8, dNd Nne  women }‘\'L AT eVEen wWorsd

examples than their heterosexual counterparts

Everything “contributed” by the unprotected

partner was w rthless, as if there was never a
rel r‘|.-|:~|l|;' in the first |'| e

[l we i'r.l-i \'.||J l| “'__'h[‘. T|':l ].i\\ 'i\"lll\i 1‘“'[{'\1
those women, and each would get her fair share of
what they had built together in those years of
commitment. But because we don't have equal
richts, one is now left standing out in the rain.

he 'ﬂni‘l-.i women” who trust their loved ones
ire in for a rude awakening and might end up
empty-handed with their stuff thrown out in the
streets. As long as our own community is treating
our relationships and partners like that, we should
not be surprised that nobody else will fight for us,

either. Shame on those who treated their partners

like that!

YVONNE P. BEHRENS
Portland

NOTABLES
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Gwenn Baldwin (right) and Judith Gray were
married Sept. 23 in Victoria, British Columbia,
surrounded by family and friends. Baldwin is
president of Baldwin Consulting and serves as vice
chairwoman of Q Center. Gray is a senior trans-
portation planner with Kittelson & Associates

The couple honeymooned in Barcelona, Spain.
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