Shortbus.

And if you think about it, 95 percent of the sex in
Shortbus is unsuccessful and ridiculous and sh _'I|I|'.
desperatc

It's funny how many people say: “It’s not what

| expected. It's more emotional and funnier than

|. expec h-i o | l}u \||-_'f1l, "E-1:" 1|. 1L an « || stale

ment!” Surely in their own lives sex is conn
i ¢l I 1N ||I‘n.'|i-|l“ il'!i!i'!-'l If
[R11 | n that i I | |
life! Or about American cinema, becau

loesn't show that. Laughter i1s a way of diffusine

tension about things we find irrational. A sens
of humor is one of the top thir that mos
peoy le search tor in a relan -!;~!::_;‘ I hat's
lasts. The bodies don't

SB: Are there other American films that you
think are really honest about sex!

_l(.\' Wi H there's |]-‘lll"r'\ ibout sex without
explicitness. There are lots of interesting movies
oming out of American «

1|‘.le[ fl'll‘l-'!!‘}ll]'“ it

|

ma. As far as being very explicit, | can't think of
iny that | liked that were American movie

And very few movies outside America, too
[here have been dozens of films that have used real
sex in the last 10 vears out of | LTOD [t's a genr
like musicals. But all of them are negative about
sex. | understand it, because the directors are
working some shit out. Guilt. Abuse. And often
they're doing it in an honest and powerful way
A film like Catherine Breillat's Fat Girl is brilliant
But that isn't the kind of film that | wanrted ¢
make. though | admired it and was very affected |

it. There's so much darkness in the world. You'

gotra i| Ve a J.rri-. mercy

SB: Are you hitting any distribution problems!
JCM: Well, we thought we would. Cannes was
our premiere. All the distributors were there. We

were positive that no major studio would be

||1\-~[\t'\| \\'Il'h Thh }"tn 1LSe ”Il\‘f"' {ll signatory

MPAA

But we had 12 offers from m-.lq‘l ndent distributors

They're sensitive to boycotts and all that

just in the U.S. alone

SB: And vyou got a standing ovation at
Cannes.

J(‘\i: Yes, at 2:30 a.m
'-||-.‘- It was a good wav ro waki uj

| had acrually tallen

SB: How did vou film the sex scenes!
JCM: | asked the actors what they

Wanie !I-':.li:-- Crew and the cinema

wanted, and

We tried o keep the cameras as far away

SB: Were the orgy scenes choreographed!?

JCM: | pur couples and partners in.certain

Spots, ind they |E--.:|--l-! WX I| SATCLY  1s50Ues
between 1}11!!|-1i"-.: : SOme were  pre-existing
.-n||]'|1x_ S0 ‘.il:l Wids ||’l'i-i'\ 'i'|||<:~'l||' in 1]1:'

Il'i.!fl.'r1-|‘.l|- Emotional safety was important, too

| asked it they wanted me to leave the room, but
they always wanted me right there instead of far
iway at a monitor

SB: Did anvy of your actors get cold feet!

JOM:s There wer
lidn't want to film a scene. We
it. We had been working
of talkir

Viaera or whatever it took. It was

“Can | pertort

but no one
il worked through

O f}l'\‘ tor a |"|"'

I |
lethinitely nerves
rme

It was just a matter through it or raking

I
USUALTY  IMiory

“Will T be

n!" rather than

SB: Obviously Shortbus alone will not change
our culture, but in the long run how can we
arrive at a place in American society where we're
not so tied up about sex!

JL‘M.: | have no idea

ittle thing for a few peo) l¢

All T can do 1s mak

ind 'h..[-. fully ir wil

encourage other people to examine language

sex or any other thing that we as a culture are
itrand of @
STEPHEN |'." AIR IS 4 |II rtland freelance wmiter. | ux

f his favorite films about sex are Luis Buniuel's Bells
de Jour and Bruce La Bruce's The Raspberry
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Ot When The Spirit Moves You..

W Costumes!
% Decorations!
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120 NW. Third Avenue * Portland, Oregon 97209 * 503-224-3285

Parking Validated
Smart Park NW Davis & Front
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Scratch Cooking - %
with A“'Natural rvleats WWW.WORLDCUPCOFFEE.COM
325 NE Russell Street (at MLK Jr. Bivd.)
(-?-gfgfw ] russellstreetbbg.com + 503.528.8224 721 NW 10TH 503-546-7377

301 S.E Worvison +503.234. 1324
mon&z?eporfM com

) O en Suen ,:ba 4a /l/’(./seé*
:Z)irwr: _:tnjur ()F,rn,~i)a.m.?7l‘-¢'. C(_;T Hs)uf bp,m.--{i‘a.m.

o[:mcjt ?ﬁon.-ji. 11:30-2
ga" now Opan mu’l‘!%ﬂ CO"M"./

Open daily. Eat in or take out.

wmmcm

SW 12th & Jefferson Street
503.227.8189

Evening and weekend parking ovoiloble Free wifi

westcofepdx.com



russellstreetbbq.com

