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hearins ad

New Products, 
New Prices!

We have a full range of digital hearing 
aids starting with the Economy Digital 
Hearing Aid to the Elite for those who 
want the very best in hearing aid 
technology.

ROSE CITY HEARING AIDS JNC.
INI S.W. BARBINI BLVD.

S MIMBTES FROM DOWOTOW POBTLAID
Proud Member of Oregon Hearing Society 

www oregonhearmgsociety org

CALL today .503-226-3080
SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS IN MOST CASES!

Come See What's In Your Future

* Psychic Visions *
* 360-694-1173 *

* Spiritual Psychic > 
4k Palm * Psychic Reading * Tarot Card X-
* PAST * PRESENT * FUTURE ★ *

10215 SE Mill Plain Blvd.

Vancouver, WA

We cover 
both sides 
of the fence.

We'll find you a 
home and get 
you the loan.

Close your transaction 
with Shea and Dawnie 

and receive $200 off 
your closing costs!

Offer expires 10/31/06

CHOOSE FROM 130 FRAGRANCES

Any of our perfume oils 
or essential oils can be used 
for our custom scenting.

Custom 
scenting

world
EUROPE

Latvia Passes
Anti-Discrimination Bill

Latvia’s Parliament banned anti-gay discrimina­
tion in employment Sept. 21, becoming the last of 
the 25 nations of the European Union to do so. 
The vote was 46-35 with three abstentions and 
nine MPs not voting.

It is a requirement of EU membership to protect 
gays from discrimination on the job. Latvia is 
among the EU’s more homophobic member states.

This year’s Gay Pride parade in Riga, the capi­
tal, was banned by the City Council and a court. 
When gays responded by holding a religious service 
and meetings at a hotel, they were confronted by 
Christian-fundamentalist, ultranationalist and neo- 
Nazi protesters who pelted them with eggs, rotten 
fixxJ and human feces.

ILGA and ILGA-Europe Shack Up
1LGA and ILGA-Europe have moved in 

together.
The 28-year-old International Lesbian and Gay 

Association and its 10-year-old European region 
affiliate now operate out of the same offices in 
Brussels, Belgium.

“Closer collaboration between ILGA and its 
most structured region.. .means we’ll be able to use 
the experience and the success we’ve had in Europe 
to allow faster development for other regions of the 
world,” said ILGA co-secretary general Philipp 
Braun.

Founded in 1978, ILGA is the only internation­
al federation of queer organizations. It has 550 
members.

Created in 1996, ILGA-Europe pushes queer 
equality at the European Union, the Council of 
Europe, the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe and other European-level 
institutions. It also is a main network for gay 
organizations throughout the continent.

For more information visit www.ilga.org and 
www.ilga-europe.org.

Sweden to Deport Gay Iranian
Sweden is preparing to deport a gay Iranian who 

had sought asylum.
Citing a report from Sweden’s Foreign Ministry,

Soren Andersson, head of the Swedish national 
gay group RFSL, is defending the right for a gay 
Iranian exile to stay in Sweden.

West Yorkshire police officer Mark Carter is the 
new Mr. Gay U.K.

a migration court ruled Sept. 29 that most Iranian 
gays are not persecuted if they live “discreet and 
withdrawn” lives. The man claimed he had been 
assaulted and jailed because of his sexual orienta­
tion, and raped at a police station.

Soren Andersson, head of the Swedish nation- 
| al gay group RFSL, told The Local, a Stockholm 
| English-language publication, that the man could 

be executed in Iran. Some human rights activists 
believe they have enough evidence to assert that 
Iran enforces its death penalty for male anal sex, 
but Human Rights Watch and the International 
Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission have 
expressed skepticism.

Influenced by that evidence, 138 members of 
j Britain’s House of Commons signed a motion in 
! August commemorating “the anniversary of 

[Iran’s) public hanging on 19th July 2005 of two 
' gay teenage hoys." The motion also claimed, “As 

many as 4,000 Iranians have been executed for 
their homosexuality since the Islamic Revolution 

| in 1979.”

Two teenage boys, Mahmoud Asgari and Ayaz 
Marhoni, were indeed hanged July 19, 2005, in 

I the city of Mashad, but some Iranian and foreign 
media reported that the executions were punish­
ment for rape of a boy, not for the crime of con- 

i sensual sodomy. HRW and IGLHRC say they
have been unable to determine which version of 
the events is true.

The claim that 4,000 Iranian homosexuals have 
been executed since the revolution is put forth by 
the Iranian exile gay group Homan. 
Documentation for the claim is lacking, but Peter 
Tatchell of the British gay group OutRage, which 
says its extensive research confirms that Iran 
executes gays, explained: “Homan [based the figure] 
on Iranian media reports of LGBT executions and 
personal reports from people who had gay friends 
executed or arrested at private parties who were 
never seen again and presumed executed.

“They told me of cases where 20 or 30 or more 
people were arrested in a single raid and who 
subsequently disappeared forever. This was mostly 
in the early 1980s and again in the late 1980s. Tens 
of thousands of people were executed in the early 
1980s alone for all kinds of reasons—mostly 
students and leftists. So the idea of 4,000 LGBTs 
executed does not seem wildly off the mark.”

All sides in the activist debate agree that Iran 
tortures, harasses and mistreats the nation’s gay 
population.
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