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Is Bigger Better?

The growers vs. the showers

while ago, | got an e-mail from a man
named Donald. | knew right away it was
one | would have to save to respond to
later. The real question he was asking
was one I've thought myself, and I'm
sure many of you out there have, too. Is bigger
really better? Well...l wish I could really answer
that question here, but I'm supposed to be writing
about gardening. | also held onto the gem of a let-
ter because the fall is a great time to plant. Doing
this gives plants a head start on next spring. Lots of
nurseries are running sales to clear out stock.
Really, who can resist a bargain!

The following is Donald’s e-mail to me

DEAR DIRTY DAN

My husband and | just bought a house on two lots, so
we have a lot of space to plant. We've agreed on what and
where. . .but the debate, as it usually is, is about size. He
read somewhere that the way to save money with a neu
garden is to buy lots of small plants; they're cheaper, and
if they establish themselves, you're home free. | see this as
a waste of money; the little ones never thrive, if they even
survive the Oregom wimter, | read somewhere that the way
to go is to buy fewer, larger plants; the survival rate is bet
ter, the immmediate gratification level is high, and you're not
wasting money on plants that will die. He sees this as a
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What are your thoughts? (We're talking

perennials and

in between
|
prasses here, mostly.)

Ihere really are advant wes 1o both sides of this
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It's definitely true that buying smaller

will save you money plants,

Buying
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especially perennials in 4-inch pots, at this time of
the year might be the hard part. The selection just

isn't what it is in the spring. Something | always

do when buying plants is check to see how well-

rooted or overrooted something is. Never be afraid
to tp it lI[‘\Iui(' down and [\u” the pot off to see
what’s down there. Plants with no or few roots
showing at the side of the pot might be a sign of a
weak plant. The plant might want a bit more time
in the nursery. Plants that are nothing but roots
can be stressed out from lack of water or fertilizer
This doesn't mean there is no hope for them
When talking about perennials and grasses, it's
off the root ball to
to l'-n-iL free of their former pot
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little ones couldn't make it through the Oregon
winter
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a new garden, it's

have a few things that make it look like you have
accomplished something. That’s where bigger can

be better. For instance, buying grasses in large
pots might actually save you some money. Don't
be afraid rto atrack five-gallon Erasses w ith a hack-
saw. They have probably had this done to them
before. You can often get five or six plants out of
one pot. These divisions will root out by spring
and be beaurtiful by midsummer. Buying larger
trees and shrubs can give you an instant backbone
to your new garden beds. | don't mean for you to
go out and buy anything that needs a forklift to
be planted, but something with a bit of size is

always nice. Again, especially at this time of year,

make sure the plants look like they are in good
health. Check the roots on woody plants, making
sure they aren't horribly rootbound. | have plant-
ed my fair share of rescue plants and know that
often trees that started out rootbound never root-
ed out into the soil very well. If you are wonder-
ing what | really think about the whole thing, it
goes like this: | never plant anything that is

already taller than | am. | prefer the growers, not
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To reach DIRTY DAN, who will answer any and all of

your gardening questions, simply e-mail

dirtydthegardener@yahoo.com.

The time to plant perennials is upon us, but selection may be sparser than in spring.

TIRED OF YOUR OLD WINDOWS?
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New replacement windows from MILGARD will make
your home cooler this summer, warmer next winter and
quieter all year long.

Your new windows come with a lifetime warranty,
directly from the factory in Tualatin.

You will love your new windows! That’s why for over
25 years, we have enjoyed installing them.
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The realtor hero is here!
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