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No Tem Like the Pro Tem

Straight ally runs for Multnomah County Circuit Court judge

by Malka Geffen

ith nine candidates on the ballor,

including gay attorney Christopher

\X"H:hl (who was ;‘I'-viﬂnl in the

Sept. 15 issue of Just Out), the race

tor Multnomah County Circuit
Court judge for District 4, Position 28 is rich witl
opportunities

One option for Multnomah County residents is

straight ally and former pro tem judge Many
( ‘\H:.l.lr-i

'\ I!Tl |f|\i Attorney ',\|\- TEeW Up In | 1 '|l=
Neb., she is the first nongay board member and «
chairwoman of the Oregon Gay and Leshian Law
Association. She also received OGALLA's endorsi

ment in this race
“l joined OGALI

my gay and lesbian colleagues in «

\ because | wanted to jou

reating a healthy
and welcoming atmosphere in the legal communi

ty for GLBT law students, attorneys and thos
15500 i.ill'.1 \ul".u '|i|\' ||\ -~i1l. ~.t|.!

Overgaard fought for gay rights during the
campaigns to defeat 1992's Measure 9 and its prog
eny. She and her husband, David ( k, actively
participated in fund-raising events to defear the
inti-pay ballot measures because “l tirmly believe
that the GLBT community deserves the same civi
rights as are afforded people of color, differen
sexes, religions and nationalities.”

Owvergaard first became a community advocate as

d ||t"il[]l.!” dat ‘ niversity ot \l'i‘f I\ixl \\i_]l.'“ ‘}ll'
learned of a relationship berween her male high
school teacher and another man. “My former teacher
was my mentor and friend. [ could not, nor would
not, abandon him," says Overgaard. | have always
'-!'h ||I\ IF fo i'l Vi " |I 1|‘.|\ wWion IF! [‘-||! man in my :”-
ind to open my eves to the tact that s sexual

MenAation 1s i |l'\ imne 'n‘:fl ".gll"'. iIC 45

[I: \u_i"l’ |~i'~.- UIvergaar i W -I'L.-.'.l is 4 privale

1 person

pracuce arrorney wh handled cases in tamily law
minor criminal matrers, contract work and estat
nlannine S 2l Lod : winsel 1 vl
plannit 1 Is WOrked as counsel N

Nebraska | f Education

cpartment

In Oregon, she has worked for the Bureau of

Labor and Industric where she ady '.‘\'-.i M W ind

hour matters, civil rights and trades. For nine vears,

Owergaard was a Portland Police Bureau legal advis

er and deputy city artorney. On call for 24 hours a day

1,000 !-.-iu.. tticers, she made recommendations
for all complaints of discrimination and provided
contract interpretations tor four union

Owergaard cites her three vears of experience as

in Multnomah County as one of her
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most signihicant quahifications tor the bench | am

the only candidate with judge pro tem experienc

ind theretore tully understand the workl l' th

need for decisiveness and the temperament
required to be effective on the bench,” she

explained. Her duties included presiding over mis

_11 meanor crimin || matrers I ill\illl-_f irralgnments,
ippointment of counsel, probation violations,
motions, trials to the court and six-person jury tri
ils. She mediated pretrial settlements berween par

res I"|-i ['Fl"l-.il' | er iri fl* \\.r':='|'. M il 1ion was

not successful. She also presided over violation tri
ils and animal oftense

Owergaard, who came in second in the Oct
Oregon State Bar poll, says her many years of expe
rience as a human resources manager also makes

Mary Overgaard and her mother, Claudia, pose
with Mr. Gay Pride 2004.

her a candidare with a unique perspective. “As a

s manager, | mediated unmon griey

inces, worked with employees and managers on  helping them to become better readers and show

issues regarding employee performance and  ing them thar reading is fur

-.'II I'!Ii' 1I:.il Irtnenrt i‘.\i"' l.|'|\l.i| counsel on Uvergaard ‘;.\";'H' 11|‘:i- l;'_'|;\|:| ;'ul‘l:'!I"
tieati [here are many stages in litigation pated in a number ot Pride par wdes, the most

where it is appropriate for a judee to work with the meaningful tor her was in Portland in 2004. “My
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Makin 1 Read loda I i peren | M 11 that smal
literacy nonprofit organizati | v like tl rall et @
SMART a lunti reader atter learming a

the pro n from a tellow deputy city attort vi : rmati bout MAJ WEI

was a volunteer. Once | star 1, | was hooked. The mpaign r Multmomal { il I LS

program makes a real difterence in children’s lives Position 28, visit www. maryovergaardforiudee .com
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