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artistry of the trio, w becan ocal phenon
enon a couple of years ago for its crowd-pleasing
interpretations of classic rock runes like Metallica’s
“Enter Sandman” (cleverly sprinkled with a dash of
Ihe Chordertes' “Mr. Sandman”™) and The Rolling
Stones’ “Paint I, Black” (blended with snippets
from “Mary Had a Little Lamb” and Beethoven's
Fitth “\r.nl-fn ny)

Now the guys are back with their first all I'I'I_L_'I[]:il
eftort, Upera Tuna Teen Ox, ]-.\NH\ the goohest
album title since REO Speedwagon’s You Can Tune a
Piano but You Can't Tuna Fish. The band's press
materials describe the disc far better than | can
“Conceived as a soundtrack to a movie which
doesn't exist, OTTO showcases the band's...signa
ture post-apocalyptic electro-acoustic throwdown.”

Here's a brief introduction to the members of

this distinctly Portland act

From left, Mike “Cheddar” Schmitt, David Gerow
and Don Henson composed the soundtrack to
Opera Tuna Teen Ox, a movie that doesn't exist.

David Gerow
Age: 38
Hometown: Flint, Mich
Musical background: As a child Gerow would
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Betcha didn't know:

Don Henson

Age: 45

Hometown: Tigard

Musical background: Henson started playin
piano at 5 but didn't pick up percussion until

Sneakin’ Out formed in 2003. “In the first vear, it

Jim’'s Closet
BY JIM RADOSTA

was really hard when people would be like, ‘Ah,
this is amazing stuff’ because | had no idea what |
was doing! | have still horizons to go.”

Albums that changed his life: Frank Zappa and
the Mothers of Invention's We're Only in It for the
Money (1968), Todd Rundgren’s Initiation (1975)
and David Bowie's Low (1977). “Those are the
records that changed my perception of music, what
being a musician is, all those things.”

Memorable road experience: Just before a gig at
McMinnville’s Hotel Oregon, Henson happened to
be standing on a veranda when “this Volkswagen
EuroVan stopped, and 1 looked down and the passen
ger window was open. Clearly sitting on their dash
board was owr album. It was just so random that | was
even there to see it.”

Betcha didn't know: In 1983 he and his part
ner, who was a priest, launched “Mass ar the Time
of AIDS" at Portland State University, which led
to the formation of the HIV Day Center. “We had

1 lot of triends who had AIDS, and their tamilies

Mike “Cheddar” Schmitt
Age: 39
Hometown: Toutle Lake, Wash
Musical background: Schmitt
nusic until the age of 28. He played dr
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