nomination for the Missouri Senate in a heavily
Democratic district.

t‘:||._| bre iL.l}i[.-lI_'l'. candidates this vear

include Patricia Todd, the first openly gay elecred

official in Alabama history; Kathy Wehbb, the first
openly gay elected official in Arkansas history; and
Al McAftrey, the first openly gay state legislator in
Oklahoma history

|IJ‘|'lI~ '.n-HH JOin \.|\Ii'|"\ lI'Ili"I'"ll .[‘ mnere
.\1I'|[ \ ‘\T-'fli, \'uli-'L' l‘-ll'\ won her i rimary to retain
}Il r seat in thl' .\1|"‘u‘||1i }]I‘il"l
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Basic Rights Petition Filed

Demonstrating broad grassroots support for
basic legal rights, Coloradans for Fairness filed
Aug. 7 more than double the number of signatures

place an initiative on the November

Hl'l'\'l i o

irt Referendum |

ballot to supp
A total of 137,544 Coloradans signed in support
of basic legal rights for committed Colorado couples
This initiative designed to ensure that

F\‘l'fl_'[l'll\il]ll! l cant i]‘.i |l. i I| ettect 1t rasse \| ]"\ ‘}ll'

voters this fall. Referendum 1, referred o the ballot

by a bipartisan majority of lawmakers, provides

}‘.I\Il lill rI:_'|'iI'\ 1N |I|\1m_' f]-.l\_; ital visitaton,
]'-!-'["t][\ m\! |11!|lr1l 1nce H:!Iuh |1|\| -’.tu |} li'-f.-\ (8]
1[1.|I~ri‘ljr|.|] irrangements

“This overwhelming show of support proves

loradans believe commirtted couples should

said Sean Dufty

that Ci
have basic rights under the law,”
director of Coloradans for Fairness. “All
should be able to v
of-life

have basic property and inheritance rights.”

executive
Colorado

er i ”I(' hi

lwlll'[l'* ISIT ¢ hi]nl’}.
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spital, make end-
Coloradans for Faimess’ filing stands in contrast to
rhv.uma sition’s failure to file any signatures with the
secretary of state I}J.H[HTITI-'T'; u}'-.hh\.\.lw}!illll‘l
.-Hl\l I‘\ state I{([ Ki"‘ in I IIIu“'t e, R }i II'!|-'H\1_ :i'II\I

ilesman Will Perkins

marriage.”

former car sq .mnm;'r{.l o

ban any legal status “similar to

ILLINOIS
Iraq Vet Support Unclear
Army Maj. Tammy Duckworth,

Demaocratic candidate for lllinois’s 6th Congress

Former the
ional
District, expressed strong support for repealing the

“don't ask,

II'\.| |‘!‘~1 \."I.II SCTVICE ML !Ili'\ rs

military’s don’t tell” ban on gay, lesbian

Duckworth, an Iraq war veteran who lost both

l¢ '~.|||r'l'.-;_' the war, 15 ¢ impaigning I fill the seat
left vacant by the retirement of U.S. Rep. Her
Hyde, R-11l

‘When | was serving in Irag, it made no diffe
ence to me \‘r'..'!".r wexual onientation of my com
rades was ickworth said in a statement Aug. 9
to the Human I\.':lu-"l mpaign PA( It certan
ly did not matter to me what the sexual orientation
was of the men or women -.\|. helped save my lif
atter my Hns iil\L |' [I'\I‘.\I\-i"=f\"\\||
over Iraq Any .||||||;:a i American who 1s will

ing to make that kind of sacrifice for our freedom

should be free to d

Oul candidate Jolie Justus won lha Democratic
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But days later, a spok man from her cam
m told L.hicag: Daily Herald that
l uckworth ‘-:-r.ui;---]:ri;. legislation to repeal
the ban. “I think she only supports a repeal if it was

deemed appropriate by military commanders of the

irmed forces,” Christine Glunz said

[he Military Readiness Enhancement Act, a hill
TO repe il “don't ask, don't tell,” is [\Ii.:!l._'=I| the
House ot Representatives. The legislation, intro
luced by U.S ."-i.u_i Marty Mechan, [D-Mass., is
supported by 118 other members, including both

Re I ult'ilu 1S |||.! | emocrats

L CONMECTIONTY |

Anti-Gay Group Barred
from Lawsuit

['he Connecticut Supreme Court denied Aug. 7

N anti-gay g 'II|'.- request to ntervene in a |i\\~l||i

filed by eight gay and lesbian couples seeking ma
Fage cqu |iil'\

['he Boston-based Gay & Lesbian Advocates &
Defenders filed the suit on behalf of the cou les in
2004 in New Haven Superior Court after they wer

I}H' f 1|II|['.

Connecticut petitioned the state's

denied marriage Institute of
Iu_:!u-~r court to
1‘|I|I I'tln JUSTICES

dlow it to intervene in the 1S¢,

ruled that the organization had no legal standing t

challenge the lawsuit

[ NEW MEXICO |
Hate Crime Law to Be Tested

A vicious crime that left a gay
f her life has the full
New Mexico's

AT 5S¢ [I--II\I\

injured and his tniend feartul
power of the law behind it, thanks t

!I iIe Crimes | W

|i|\ bl e

CMISCHOUS

rime attack July 30 in Santa Fe left a
'f|'|'|l ]‘III'II 15
'\\l|| 1s facial lacerations 1I1-E |"I'IH‘~I!|L’ \ Il[II.IlL'

rlll ALl \H'\ LI.|1| 1ppe l] .[Illli'l'_' I'|'|1 .il1.1\|\

[ h.ll-_er mrh |'1 il

Ay man und -.v-rh!-hz.im;

Irie nd was :
HlTll men ||1\| ]'ts'[l Crimoes
under a law passed in 2003

Rights ( pre sident  Joe

l[lll1l.|[| ampaign

Solmonese gave background: “Three years ago, the

Human Rights ( ImMpaign was ["I-III\] Lo support the
ettorts ot
Mexico's (
m.] winning li||-~ important |1'\\ ““.1.”'\.. L(R]
leave GLBT Americans

violence. It’s past time for a federal

state leaders and activists as part of New

oalition for Equality in fighting for

' IMaAany

states uu;'r‘-ruTr\i Irom

I}JI‘- SUTISE Il S5

[!'-\ T}I it !‘IIIII_!'\ unittormity to I1.I|{ crmes |1\\ Cur

thoughts are with the victim, his friend and their
families as well as the gay, leshian, bisexual and

transgender community in New Mexico

Compiled by MARTY SMITH

Tammy Duckworth, an Iraq war vet running for
Congress, redacted her support for repealing
the military’s “don’t ask, don't tell” policy.
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