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Activist Peter Tatchell marched in London at EuroPride, 
carrying a poster depicting the pope in drag.

brutal floggings imposed by courts as punishment, 
and torture and ill treatment, including sexual abuse, 
in police custody."

For more details, visit Irelands blog at 
direland.typepad.com/direland/2006/06/ 
global_protests.html.

ASIA/PACIFIC
Korea OKs Gender Change 
in Official Records

South Korea’s Supreme Court ruled June 22 
that postoperative transsexuals can change their 
gender in the government’s all-important family 
registry.

“Gender should be decided by not only physical 
appearance but also the person’s mentality and 
psychology, and society’s attitude to that person,” the 
court said, according to a translation by The Korea 
Times. “This means that gender is decided by diverse 
factors, and that a person’s mental and social gender, 
which he or she did not recognize at birth, can he 
found during his or her social life.”

The court said bureaucrats should look at five 
criteria before changing a record. The person needs 
to have felt that he or she belonged to the opposite 
sex throughout adulthood, must have undergone 
counseling and surgery, needs to be living bio­
logically and socially as a member of the new
gender and must be recog­
nized as such by family and 
friends.

When those conditions 
are met, the registry will be 
modified, and the individual 
will obtain all rights and 
obligations of the new gen­
der, including, in the case of 
female-to-male transsexuals, 
vulnerability to the draft.

However, any legal obli­
gations acquired prior to 
the change in status will 
persist. A married man with 
children who becomes a 
woman will still legally be a 
husband and father to her 
wife and children.

TIRED OF YOUR OLD WINDOWS?
Congress Blasts 
Russian Gay-Bashing

Fifty members of the U.S. 
House of Representatives wrote 
June 30 to Russian President 
Vladimir Putin “to express our 
dismay over the riots and violence 
against gay and lesbian marchers in 
Moscow during a Gay Pride parade 
in late May.”

“We believe that the mayor’s 
public statements and his banning 
of the parade itself—as well as the 
fact that provocative and violently 
anti-gay statements by religious 
leaders and others went unrepudi­
ated by elected officials—helped 
create a situation in which violence 
against gay and lesbian people was 
in fact more likely to happen, if not 
inevitable,” the lawmakers said. 
“Given reports that some police 
stood by while gay and lesbian 
marchers were attacked, it is diffi­
cult for us to believe that the police

were unable to protect the marchers, but instead 
were simply unwilling to do so.”

The letter was organized by gay U.S. Rep. 
Barney Frank, D-Mass., and signed by several 
House leaders on international affairs and human 
rights issues.

The small May 27 march—an attempt to lay 
flowers at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, then 
walk a few blocks for a rally across from Moscow City 
Hall—resulted in violence, injuries and arrests. The 
marchers were attacked repeatedly by neofascists, 
skinheads, militant Christians and riot police. About 
120 people from both sides were detained.

Mayor Yuri Luzhkov said he banned the 
march because Russia’s “morals are cleaner” than 
those of “the West.” He called the attempt to lay 
flowers a “desecration...a provocation [and] a 
contamination.”

“People burst through, and of course they beat 
them up,” he said.

A quarter of Moscow’s police force—1,000 
officers—was assigned to prevent the march from 
taking place. ©

Rex WocKNER has reported for the gay press since 
1985. He has a bachelor’s degree m journalism from 
Drake University and started his career as a radio 
reporter.

Activist« have organized International Day of Action Against 
Homophobic Persecution in Iran to mark the first anniversary of the 
hanging of teenage boys Mahmoud Asgari and Ayaz Marhoni.

New replacement windows from MILGARD will make 
your home cooler this summer, warmer next winter and 
quieter all year long.
Your new windows come with a lifetime warranty, 
directly from the factory in Tualatin.
You will love your new windows! That’s why for over 
25 years, we have enjoyed installing them.
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Custom Financing that fits your Needs!
It is my goal to fit every borrower with the mortgage that 
best suits their interests and goals. It is of the utmost 
importance that you understand all of the 
potential options you have, and make the right decision.
It is important to me that you are comfortable with the 
financing from the minute you fill out an application to 
the day you move into your new home.
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Before There Was Stonewall...

There Was
join us for our

90th birthday event 

(yes, we admit it!)

To thank you for traveling with us for 90 years, we invite you to: 

THE LARGEST STOREWIDE SALE IN OUR HISTORY!!! 
Special Purchases, Markdowns From Every Manufacturer

"111__ HXzíi MANDARINA DUCK G HU R KA

CHECK OUR WEBSITE OR COME IN
FOR THE ENTIRE LIST OF OUR 90TH BIRTHDAY SPECIALS.

SPIN THE PRIZE WHEEL AND WIN:

Gifts, Store Discounts, Restaurant Gift Cards, Trips and morel!
(One spin per customer with any luggage or business case purchase)

Any Purchase ■
Some restrictions apply. | 
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Downtown at 4th & Washington 

503-226-3255

Pride and Save .

Family owned since 1916

www.portlandluggage.com

Beaverton Town Square 

503-641 3456
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