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OWL Connection

Portland Pride’s powerful moments

id you participate and celebrate Portland Pride this year? Many did,
many more seemingly didn't. Truthfully, if it weren't a work function
for me, | don't know that | would continue to go. This is not meant

to convey anything negative about the organization or spirit of the

event. It’s just that after a few years, the booths, the crowd, the
parade—they all take on a sameness. In memory, and in actuality, the years are
becoming one. | think | am not alone in these thoughts; my observations of
the crowds were that they get younger and younger and that those “of a cer
tain age” seem to no longer participate. It's not unlike the “Christmas is for
children” phenomenon. After a certain point, try though you might, you can
not recapture the excitement

That said, Pride 2006 was not without its moments. Sunday's parade kept a
good pace, and participants and viewers were energetic and playful. Derek Hartley
and Romaine Patterson, hosts of Sirius Radio's “*Out(Q,” did an outstanding job
with announcing the parade entries. Truthfully, | had never heard of these people
before, but you'd have thought they were born and raised in Portland for all the
wisecracking and quips they were able to pull off. Their presence at the parade and
on stage greatly increased audience participation and enjoyment

Parade highlights for me included watching Nancy Sellers, tormer execu
tive director of Our House of Portland, walking the parade roure wish her friends

ind former co-workers. What a :-..mnui battle against cancer she has towght.

My second "ah” moment came when | was delightfully caught off guard by the
sight of Multnomah County Chair Diane Linn walking side by side with Chair
elect Ted Wheeler as they led the contingent for the Human Rights Campaign
| have to admit to becoming a little teary there for a moment. It was probably
lefrover emotion from the color guard. Those flags alwavs get to me. It could be
the Hamburger Relish Pride Parade and the color guard would still make me
cry. That's just the way it is

With 2006 being an election vear, candidares were seen evervwhere. Oregon

Gov. Ted Kulongoski and Independent rival Ben Westlund brought their guber
natorial race to our party, while Ron Saxton, to no one's surprise, didn't. Jeff Cogen
and Lew Frederick, candidates for Multnomah County commissioner, were spot
ted riding in cars, surrounded by supporters. Perhaps it was the sun in my eyes, but
| swear Frederick was carrying some sort of smallish dog all decked out in butch
leather attire! Huh, projection Lew! Linn aside, none of the other Multnomah
County commissioners were spotted during the weekend. None of them 1s running
for office right now, which is probably a good thing.

[ have a question for Sam Adams, or anyone else who might know. His parade
sign proclaims him to be “Portland’s First Openly Gay City Commissioner,” a
tagline he uses often. The “openly” seems to imply there's previously been a clos-

eted gay city commissioner. Who! What am | missing, and why has it taken me so
ong to |~ik 4 l Ll'l. W l H}'..Ili“ L\n‘ W r|1|~. i‘ln l .{wl]lr | |i\h-ﬂ.|n-_ odam, iu'[]‘ me out
What's the restof the story! Come out, come out, whoever you were
J une celebrations were more tar-reaching than Pride events. June 24 found

women from across the region he ading to ( |]|-“|'l nville to celebrate the 30th
inniversary of Oregon Women's Land. And [ was one of them. This was my sec-
ond visit to OWL, having previously overcome my misconceptions and trepi
dation about “those strange women" who live on the land. As it turns our, part
of the 30th anniversary story is about the fact that no one actually does live
T}I: re anvmore, l'\Lt'I‘[ til”l“'_: suminer Illl‘nlll\ I.}\\' l‘rl'l“'”'\ 15 hl‘l.i'”“”'.:
increasingly difficult to maintain and keep safe. Buildings are crumbling, the
garden ETOWS wild, the road is suftering trom the impact of nearby ]n:gmu. and
the lacK of electricity, water and basic services no longer holds the appeal that
it once did. Overseen by the Oregon Women's Land Trust, there are now dis
cussions about selling the property. But before decisions for the future are made,
first the celebration of the past and beginning. About history, or herstory, about
stories of women and the land they loved and shared. And the women they
|"‘.(Ii .I1I~i \1| 1Tt ] \ ‘11. Tin- Stories llll"t women l].i\l' O e 'i

On this same day T he (Orepomian featured a front page story .lI‘tIH[ i\TII<J\ ~|'.,.».\
ing that Americans are lacking in close friendships and support groups. Not these

rether to celebrate

women, who came to ) years of camaraderie, triendship and
tamily "‘-.\:'-.|.}-!-\|:.-I [y say 1|..|: 5 T Ihim.’l.".-' indd fUﬂ.’LilFlj, 1\!};” wiis abun
lant also, along with small tussles over leadership and control. These are women
with powertul backgrounds of leadership and resource. No PC wishy-washiness
here. ages of names weri Irawr Ip, fTounders were honored, gaps wer filled in

11 1
STONes starred Dy one wert .'IIH"}H u } v another

[ didn’t stay tor the evening campfire, feeling somewhar ot an interloper. It's
!};. T iud,. A ];..-.' mint ‘\K |;: r¢as .‘.‘ Years ago Iin i lili[‘lll'l evenings ;!i'.l ]\
included the ritual of mind-altering drugs, | suspect this anniversary more like

ly brought shared tales of Centrum Silver and calcium supplements. The times
they are a-changin’

And the times will continue to change at OWL. The elders will grow yet
more elder. The need will continue for younger women to follow the path and
carry the torch. Will the land be sold? Will there be a new Oregon Women's
Land!? Is there still a need, a desire? Will there always be women to seek out

women's space’ Only time will tell. @

To view additional photos of Portland Pride and the 30th anniversary of Oregon

Women's Land, please visit waww.justout.com
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* Whether we can call it groundswell of support for a
boycott is debatable, but we do keep hearing that more
businesses are canceling their Alpenrose accounts, the
latest being Nature’s and Earthquake Ethel's. Both
businesses canceled for the same reason that compelled the
people at Food Front to do so: Carl Cadonau’s homophobia.

1
» Approximately 40 gays and lesbians from Portland have |
joined various teams and are in training for the upcoming |
Gay Games |l to be held Aug. 9 to 17 in San Francisco. ‘

» KOIN Cinemas’ first big hit, Desert Hearts, has set a record
in audience attendance at the new multiscreen complex.
Desert Hearts, the story of a love affair between two women in Reno, Nev.,
during the late 1950s, drew sellout crowds during the first three weeks of
its extended run. Attendance was “25 percent over its nearest competitor,”
reported a spokesman for the Seven Gables chain, owners of the KOIN
Center complex.

* A New York state court, in a unanimous decision, recently ordered Roy
M. Cohn disbarred, calling his conduct in four legal matters “unethical,”
“unprofessional” and “reprehensible.” Cohn, who rose to prominence and
political influence with his work for Sen. Joseph R. McCarthy in the
1950s, can no longer practice law before state courts or provide clients
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with legal advice about matters before New York
state courts.

* The 13th annual Mr. Hunky pageant, sponsored
by Sanford Director and Darcelle XV, was held
June 1 and 8. The seven impressive
contestants—Carlos Ramirez, Tim Grimes, Tom
Williams, Doug Bob, John Appleby, Brian Day and
Bob Gonzales—were introduced to the audience
in formal wear, casual wear and swim wear both
o evenings, and on the final evening each performed
a talent number and acted out his fantasy.
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* Feminist gay men: Here's a chance to meet men like yourself and to discuss
issues relating to the gay male experience from a feminist perspective. Our
potluck and discussion group meets every third Friday at 7 p.m

* Billed as the gay film of this year, My Beautiful Laundrette is a vivid, rude,
wise social comedy about Pakistan immigrants. It is playing at the Movie
House

* Motherlode will be performing July 10 and 11 at East Avenue Tavern. The
July 10 concert is a benefit for Educators for Social Responsibility, and
donations beyond the $4 cover charge will gladly be accepted
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