Ahmed’s execution from his bedroom
window, four uniformed police officers
arrived at Ahmed'’s house in a four-
wheel-drive police pickup truck,” said
OutRage’s Middle East affairs spokesman,
Ali Hili. “The neighbor saw the police
drag Ahmed out of the house and shoot
him at point-blank range, pumping two
bullets into his head and several more
bullets into the rest of his body.

“Several other neighbors confirm this account,
although they did not see the actual shooting. They
say they heard gunshots and saw the police leaving
the scene. They then found Ahmed’s body lying on
the ground outside his house.”

Hili also coordinates a gay Iraqi organization in
the United Kingdom and says he has reliable
contact with an underground network of gay peo-
ple in Baghdad and other cities.

“According to our contacts...the Iraqi police
have been heavily infiltrated by the Shia paramili-
tary Badr Corps,” Hili said. “They are seeking to
impose a fundamentalist morality on the people of
Iraq. The murder of Ahmed follows a pattern of
Badr executions of suspected gays and lesbians.”

On April 17, the British Broadcasting Corp.
said Iraq has seen an increase in homophobic
killings since the U.S. invasion. Frightened gay
people told the network the murders are connected
to the growing influence of anti-gay religious figures
and the increasing lawlessness of militias.

“Saddam was a tyrant, but at least we had more
freedom then,” one Iragi gay man told the network.

“Nowadays, gay men are just killed for no reason.”

Barney Frank Complains to Nigeria

Gay U.S. Rep. Barney Frank, D-Mass., has
written to Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo
objecting to pending legislation that would, Frank
said, “criminalize same-sex relationships and
weddings; punish those who witness, aid or abet a
same-sex marriage; and outlaw any clubs, organiza-
tions or meetings—as well as any form of protest—
that support or advocate for the rights of lesbian
and gay people.”

“I find this effort to persecute innocent people
based on their sexual orientation not only morally

-indefensible but also profoundly undemocratic,”
Frank said.

He also threatened to withdraw his support for
U.S. aid to Nigeria.

“If this proposed legislation that so blatantly
violates individual freedom and basic democratic
rights to freedom of expression and association pre-
vails, Nigeria would no longer in my view have any

claim to genuine democratic rule,” Frank said.

ASIA/PACIFIC
Turkey Halts Trans Reality Show

Turkey’s Radio and Television Supreme Council
has banned a TV reality show in which men would
compete to best dress and act like a woman, the
Anadolu news agency reported.

He's a Lady Now was axed before the first
episode aired following an alleged outcry from

members of the public.

China Blocks Adoption by Gays
China has blocked adoption by gays and
lesbians, The Boston Globe reported May 1.
The nation is the top source for international

adoptions, followed by Russia, Guatemala, South

Gay U.S. Rep. Bamy Frank
blasted Nigeria's president for
undemocratic treatment of gays.
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Korea and Ukraine,
according to the U.S.
Department of State

The

country also has lim-

communist

t ited the number of
babies who can be
adopted by single
people—8 percent of
the total per year.
Adoption officials in Massachusertts told the
Globe that Chinese officials were “troubled by pub-
licity in the late 1990s over gay parents in the

United States raising Chinese babies.”

Australian Capital Territory
Passes Partnership Bill

The Legislative Assembly of Australia’s Capital
Territory passed a civil unions bill May 10.

The bill was revised after the federal govern-
ment, which bans same-sex marriage, objected to a
section that would have let federally licensed
marriage celebrants perform the unions.

“I sincerely hope thar the legislation will stand,”
said ACT Attorney General Simon Corbell.

The federal government has veto power over
the ACT Assembly.

The measure reportedly grants civil union

couples the same rights as married couples.

AMERICAS

Costa Rican Court to Rule
on Gay Marriage Case

Costa Rica’s Constitutional Court held a public
meeting May 4 to gauge opinion on legalization of
same-sex marriage.

The seven justices are expected to rule within
weeks on a 2003 case brought by gay lawyer Yasin
Castrillo, who claims the Family Code is unconstitu-
tional because it permits only opposite-sex marriage.

The attorney general’s office has urged the court
to rule against Castrillo.

Canadian Gays Troubled
Over Census

Canadian gay activists are upset with Statistics
Canada’s 2006 national census form.

The document instructs married same-sex couples
to use the “other” category to record their relation-
ship rather than ticking the “husband or wife” box.

Stats Can said it hasn’t had time to change the
form since same-sex marriage was legalized nation-
wide July 20, 2005, but said there is a blank space
where married same-sex couples can note that they
are married.

Although same-sex marriage was not available
in every province and territory until 10 months
ago, it has been legal in Ontario since June 2003, in
British Columbia since July 2003 and in Quebec
since April 2004.

The president of the national gay lobby group
Egale, Gemma Hickey, said the census treats gays
and lesbians as “second-class citizens.”

The group’s executive director, Gilles March-
ildon, added, “Everyone who completes the 2006
census will see that our relationships are segregated.”

(Canada conducts a census every five years ®

Lt nmj'IIL'J by REx WOCKNER, who has reporte d for
the gay press since 1985. He has a bachelor's degree
in journalism from Drake University and started his

career as a radio reporter
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Official DEQ Repair Site |

Repairs of All Makes & Models
American * European * imports

Cars * Trucks * RVs

We Fix It Right the First Time

From Qil Changes to Overhaul,
Fred s Auto Works Does [t All

Close to Downtown * Free Local Rides

238-1189

926 SE Morrison, Portland

19.99 OIL CHANG
WITH THIS 4!

Services Include:

* Maintenance « DEQ

* Tune-ups - Poor Engine
Performance

+ Brakes * Clutch

+ All Electrical Problems

* Carburetors & Fuel Injection

* Pre Purchase Inspection

+ Alternators & Starters
(Repaired, Rebuilt
or Exchanged)
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Your Clark County Connection

Call us today for the top 3 reasons why you should move to Vancouver

Ronae Christensen
CREEKSIDI
Mortgage Loan Officer

MORTGAGE, INC

P e 2
:  1-800-920-5420

“ (360) 567-3762

email: Ronae@creeksidem.com

Providing vou with the Mortgage loan that

O]

meets your Iu'r.i\

Apply Online: www.CreeksideM.com

All orders for our $50.00 Pride rings are
25% off when placed as a phone order.

PCCZ-vZ

e 33

PCET-TR-VZ PC1-5VZ
PCET-SZ LPET-582
£ =
PLCX- PCET-582
You must call
949-285-0064 [k
to get these ;
special savings PC2W36

This special available only
until our new Portland store
is open. Call soon!

(discount orders will be available for pick up only at our
new location. $6.95 shipping per order if not picked up.)

We are actively searching
for a new location in the
Portland Metro Area.
Any assistance from our
future customers is greatly
appreciated!

Jewelry by »
Ponce

John Poncé and Ricardo Barros

Se

Wanda Halvorson

CENTURY 2] COMPLETI

Toll free: 1-866-601-4905
Office: 360-910-4791

email: Wandah@pacifier.com

O

rving both buyers & sellers with

* 100% lovyalty & commitment

"1

* Readily available
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%& AVENUE
’_‘ﬂ? HAIR DESIGN & NAILS

Hair Cut & Design
Hair Extensions
Bio-lonic Hair Straightening
Perms & Color
Spa Manicure & Pedicure
Facials /7 Skin Care
Body Waxing

Body Wrapping

503.646.3843

Gift Centificates Available!
FREE Consultations!
Ask about our full day of pampering!

All services performed in private rooms!

Se habla Espafol.

Visit us online:
www.avenuehair.com

45 1hr Massage
$ Save $20! 5

MNew charts onty. NOt vOlldd walh any other olte
Musl prosent

Experes B/ 1 /04

WIDOH

4690 SW Washington Ave
Beaverton, OR 97005

J’AVENUE
— - www.avenuehair com

PR ___________@_ PORBIDN At

.‘-ﬁ,:-.------—------------.---.

$65 European Facial

Includes complementary eyebrow,
lip, or chin wax

1690 SW Washington Ave

Beaverton, (OR 9700

'.\;.!hui
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wWoaveniueEhar . com
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