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Terra Wilcoxson Builds Creative Support
QuArt founder Terra Wilcoxson works in many 

different media including drawing, photo transfer, 
fabrics and installation art. She is passionate about 
creative collaboration. “I was looking for a group that 
could help to build creative support within the queer 
community, but I couldn’t find one, so I just decided 

mechanics, waitresses, eclec-

to start it,” she says.
Wilcoxson wrote a 

mission statement and 
posted an ad on Craigslist 
last fall, drawing in a 
diverse group of artists. 
The collective has been 
showing monthly, usually 
with a theme such as 
miniatures, Valentine’s 
Day and the color yellow. 
QuArt accepts members 
regardless of gender iden­
tity or sexual orientation.

“ ‘Queer’ to me 
means I’m part of a real­
ly large, collective group 
of individuals with 
many different com­
munities inside of 
that,” Wilcoxson says, 
“and I think we’re 
getting better and 
better and communi­
cating and supporting 
each other, and to me 
that’s really exciting.” 

In addition to her 
work with QuArt, 
Wilcoxson works 40 
hours a week as a 
social worker. She 
does case manage­
ment and advocacy 
for teen parents on welfare. Somehow, she still finds 
time to volunteer at the Sexual Minority Youth 
Resource Center, garden and 
work on her own personal 
artwork.

Her work in the miniature 
show at Cup and Saucer 
Northeast through May 24 is a 
series of six pieces titled 
“Antagonism and Femininity.” 
Each 4-inch square of graphite 
incorporates glass and human 
hair. Wilcoxson says this work is 
in line with her interest in explor-. 
ing gender identity, personal his­
tory and storytelling through her 
art. This series specifically 
addresses femininity’s role in cul­
tural influences and 
icons.

“When I think 
of artwork, it’s 
about anything that 
seduces me, grabs 
hold of me,” she 
says. “Obviously, 
my gender expres­
sion, me as a queer 
person is involved. 
It evolves as 1 per­
sonally evolve.”

Jamie Winterhawke
Likes Disturbing Imagery

Jamie Winterhawke was drawn in by QuArt’s 
ad on Craigslist. She has been a collective member 
for the past six months, and her work has appeared 
in almost every show.

“I went to one of the meetings, and I found the 
people to be just like me,” she 
says. “It’s nice to be around 
like-minded queer artists, not 
that being queer has much to 
do with my art making.”

A California native, 
Winterhawke moved to 
Portland last year after 
completing her master’s 
degree. She is seeking a job 
teaching art. Before pursuing 
her passion for art full time, 
she went to mortuary school 
and earned her funeral 
director’s license.

“I did embalm my share of 
bodies in school,” she says, 
explaining how this experi­
ence influenced her as an 
artist. “1 like disturbing 
imagery. 1 like to deal with 
subject matter that’s not dealt 
with or seen much.”

Winterhawke’s piece for 
the upcoming City Hall art 
show will be a departure from 
the macabre. She is inter­
viewing lesbians about what 
Gay Pride means to them for 
a short film that will appear 
in the exhibit. “My hope for 
that film was to show that 
lesbians are mothers, auto 

tic and diverse; we’re not just a stereotype,” she 
says.

As someone who 
came out in the 1970s, 
Winterhawke says she 
is slightly uneasy about 
identifying herself as 
queer. “I know that 
reclaiming a derogatory 
word is supposed to 
lessen its power, but 
I’m still not all that 
comfortable with it 
because I’ve heard it in 
the past used in a nega­
tive context towards 
myself ’and other 
people,” she says.

She is learning to 
embrace the word in its 
new inclusive context. 
“To me, it encompasses 
lesbians, gay males, 
transgendered people, 
bisexuals and hetero­
sexuals who are gay­
friendly, people who are 
on the fringes of the 
majority, leading non- 
traditional lifestyles,” 
she says. ©

Help END HOMELESSNESS
in Portland....

Keep the Cornbread Coming at

Sisters of The Road!
In the summer months giving is down, but our 
community needs nutritious low cost meals 
just as much! Keep the cornbread on the table 
by supporting Sisters in May, June and July.

Sisters is a non profit Café serving low cost 
($1.25), hot,nutritious meals, job training and 
community to people who are experiencing 
homelessness in Portland, Oregon

SISTERS WAS FOUNDED IN 1979

Please join us for Operation Cornbread 
this summer.

syphilis 101:
it can cause painless sores 
or a skin rash • it can have 
no signs • it can be cured

All confidential, all the time
503.9883700 Portland
360.397.8089 Vancouver

fot more information go to www.tiMertoftheroid.org or xisit 
us at 133 NW S«th Avenue, Portland Oregon 97209
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Investing with your Best Interest at Heart

Initial consultation with 
no charge or obligation

• Comprehensive Financial Planning
• Life A Disability Insurance *
• Estate Planning Strategies
• College Savings Plans
• IRAs, Roth IRAs, Rollovers
• Tax Advantaged Investments
• Long Term Care Insurance *
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We cover 
both sides 
of the fence.

Well find you a 
home and get 
you the loan.

Close your transaction 
with Shea and Dawnie 

and receive $200 off 
your closing costs!
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