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t's All Fair Game for Jerilyn Adams

For Jerilyn Adams, art is akin to a spiritual
experience or “a really good fuck.” This should
come as no surprise from a woman who has
worked in every media from welded steel to stic i\.\,
stones and her own body. “Anything is fair game
if it can function as art,”
says Adams.

Though her planet of
origin is vet to be deter-
mined, Adams grew up in
Indiana and earned her
bachelor of tine art from

Art in

Jhe

Heron School of
[ndianapolis.

received a master of fine
\t'\\

Mexico State University

ArtS \1(."_er'&' At

betore moving to
Portland 10 years ago.
An out lesbian and

working artist her entire

Mike Kabler Reclaims Sacred Images

Mike Kabler has been a QuArt collective mem-
ber since he moved to Portland from San Francisco
last year. His medium of choice is paper collage. “I
use 20th century advertising imagery as a means to
explore the role of pop culture as a social engineer,”
he explains.

Several of his collages
appear in QuArt's Miniatures
Group Show, which is on dis-
play through May 24 at Cup
“New

“amilv” is a

and Saucer Northeast
Wave Killed My |
]\.t[“lt.'I

autobiographical

piece describes as
“It’s about
me coming or age as a queer

teenager and the immense

conflict that caused within
my family,” he says.

Kabler's piece tor the
upcoming City Hall exhib-
another

it will include

autobiographical  collage

chronicling his difficult

adult life, Adams has
grappled with many
Issues her

important
rt. Whether her sculp-
ture or two-dimensional
touches on

pilece queer

ISSUES, WOmen's issues or
issues of religion vs. spiri-
tuality, Adams believes it
il boils

“At that moment

\iu\\n o lht'

VIEWCT.

when the viewer comes
in contact with the art,
my intent is suspended.”

Adams i1s excited
about joining the Portland Association for Gay
and Lesbian Artists and showing at City Hall. She
“Where to Keep Your
The

answer is apparently hidden inside a picket-fence-

plans to hang her piece
Constitution” at the First Thursday exhibit.
(i:hi copy ol [i‘LL' l atriot Act. l’h I['-U

hopes to show “Jagged Baby,” a new
piece that includes poetry around the
perceptions of being defective and
dangerous.

Adams

explains the motives behind her polit-

In her artist statement,

ical work. “In these violent times, art is
one of the few things that continues to
make sense to me. When | feel power-
less, I find strength through the cre-
ICIVE Process. :

Art can be heady stuff,

but it can also be a thing ot

eauty to touch the right
ul. “My art makes a beauri
I, thoughtful gt for a
ved 1t r onesell A
Wl readers '-.\Iii teel blesse 1
vhen they help support
Irrists I[!-j Tht' ITtsS, 1or Tj'|\'~i'
ire the signs of a civilized
LIture
\dams welcomes mem-
hers of the community to
make an appointment to vis-

it her studio and see more of

her work. Send inquiries to

ierilyvnadams@vahoo.com.

coming-out process. “Collage has histori-

cally been used as a rtool for social

activism,” he points out. “I've always used

‘.\'an d8 d

images ot

collage means to subvert the

sacred American culture by

transforming those images in a way to
reclaim them tor people who are on the
margins.”

A member of QuArt’s development

committee, Kabler says his involvement
with the collective has helped him hone
the public relations skills necessary to any
successful artist. “QuArt also challenges me
to make more art because we show once a month
and it's just a great wav to socialize with like-
minded queer artists,” he says

Kabler's identification with the word “queer”
“I like the old-school
detinition of queer trom
an odd

"
d square peg, ne

goes bevond his sexuality.

the '50s as being
person,
says. “My use of the word
queer definitely denotes a
sort of otherness from the
mainstream, and that
teeling goes into a lot of
my pieces.”

When he's not mak-

ing provocative collage

I't, K.ll'-]L'r enjoys Ci 'l‘i\_
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spending time with his

yartrner or seven vears
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