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books
Dysfunction

Queer novels explore shattered families

by Karen Kudej

All American Boy
by William J. Mann; Kensington Books, 2006; $16

SOTtCove

When Wally Day fled the small all-American
town of Brown's Mill for an acting career in the
city, he never wanted to look back. His past was
tainted with memories of a mother he adored who
didn't defend him from his abusive father. His
tather, long dead, punished Wally for not being

And Zandy-

the first man to show Wally

“boy” enough. then there is
Alexander Reefy
love. Wally betrayed Zandy, confessing to their
relationship, which began when Wally was 13, and
signing the charges that sent Zandy to prison and
made him an outcast in the town.

Wally'’s past comes flooding back when his
mother, Regina, calls to ask for his help. Wally
heads home to find that not much has changed in
Brown's Mill—though his cousin, Kyle, the true
troublemaker in the family, is missing, and Regina
is behaving strangely. With the help of Miss
Althea, the town’s queen and Wally’s childhood

mentor, Wally struggles to forgive his mother and
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Buprenorphine (Suboxone®)
TREATMENT STUDY

* OHSU is enrolling
participants who are
HIV+ and addicted to

heroin, oxycodone,
or other opiates.

Interested?

Call Cathie, 503 494 6770.

OHSU VALUES DIVERSITY AND IS AN
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY/AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER
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. Jeremy is at last

ble to

to understand Zandy from a
lifferent perspective and shows
him a door i]liwu;:in which he
can move on in his life.

Meanwhile, Regina has her own reconciliation
to do with the past. At last she is standing up for
herself and reclaiming her life after the marriage
she never wanted to Wally’s father and the death
of the sister she relied on for guidance. As the nov-
el progresses, one skeleton after another marches
out of the closet to confront Wally and Regina as
they try to make sense of each other.

All American Boy is William ]. Mann'’s fourth
novel. The writing is heavy and clunky ar times,
but ultimately Mann tells a complex, sensitive

story of hope and redemption.

Faith for Beginners
by Aaron Hamburger; Random House, 2005; $23.95

hardcover

Why can't we all just get along! That is the
question at the heart of Faith for Beginners, a first
Aaron
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novel by Hamburger that follows the

2000 group tour of Israel.
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with locals for a tree Shabbat

dinner. He meets Noam, his host's son, who
confesses to homosexual thoughts and takes Jeremy
to a park where local men cruise. There Jeremy

Ahmed, aka deat

Palestinian with a fetish for feet in football socks.

meets (eorge, a young,
George shows Jeremy a side of Jerusalem typically
hidden from tourists and sucks him into the
complexity of the political situation.
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freeing Helen for a journey of her own through the

Holy City. With Helen

succumbs to the adulterous intentions of the hairy

her husband gone,
and handsome Rabbi Sherman. Alone, she must
confront her feelings about her marriage while
examining the lure of the rabbi and strugeling to
understand her son.

Faith for Beginners

s a well-crafted work. With
poignancy, humor and quirkiness, Hamburger offers
1 touching story of a mother and a son who, in
attempting to locate themselves, come to an under
standing of one another
You Can Say You Knew Me When

a5t I| \" \ hnien K o9 smoton. Boo . ;__

Naracin

Coventry

Cycle (/Works

Professtonal Service
Comfortable Bikes
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Open Tuesday-Sunday

(503) 230-7723

2025 SE Hawthorne

This fascinates Jamie, as his father vowed never to

accept his lifestyle.

Jamie returns restless to San Francisco. He

tracks down a painter his father knew in the Bay

Area and begins to piece together his father’s time

in “Frisco,” hoping to find a story that will get him

back into the radio production scene. Frustrating

dead ends lead him into the depths of slackerdom.

He cheats on Woody, doesn't return calls to his

friends and lets his bills pile up.

lust when he's about to hit bottom, his sister

mails him another clue from his father’s house

1 journal documenting a trip to a cabin in rural

California. Jamie rents the cheapest car he can find

and sets out to retrace his father’s steps, trying to

understand how the young man who went west
inspired by Jack Kerouac
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O'm'y Richard Voss, GRI ABR
— Principal Broker / Owner
Peninsula Realty
6110 N. Lombard St.
Portland, OR 9 3
Business (503) 286-5826
Cell (503) 804-9424

erty Management

*Notary Service

*Fax Machine Services
¢In-office Clos f
*On-site Mortgage Broker

Se habla Espanol
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richard.voss@century2 1 com
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