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Coming Clean About Love

Miracle Theatre's consciousness-raising play is sure to raise a few eyebrows, too

by Timothy Krause

or a play titled Clean, the final production

['heatre Group's season might

in Miracle

1 1 1 1
seem ar nrst Htele Jdirty. DS>ome audienct
members may  cringe, thers may

tfende Even the cast senses a little

Ives into a true love tor ong

I'!- I i:]* | me in upst 11e W l[-i

winning IIII{'!‘.' Iilt.lll I ] I\\\!I_'.llf }'-\|\\I1| Al }'.1.

says that while the play grew out of an attempt t

wrap his head around the un |r|| INNINgs ot
NAMBLA, the North American Man/Boy Love

Association, Clean is ultimately more universal in
its examination of love and what people do to get
it, hide from it and defend it.
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who was underage? | really wanted to ¢ xplore that,”
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boy falling in love with someone older
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wanted to explore it, debate it and make us all look
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ines. T he boy's whole dystunctional family labors

with feelings for individuals they never thought
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they would, or should, care for. |
wife, lonely patriarch Kiko keeps goin
same family to marry sister after sister,
long that love is God's way of punishing people
Meanwhile, Kiko's other son, the macho-brutish
Junior, can't figure out why the neighbor girl snubs
him; after all, he says, once you love someone, they
And even as she fends off Kiko's

, . .
advances with a hammer, Gustavito’s aunt-turned

belong to you

stepmother Mercy takes a shine to Norry, a drag
queen who has hired her to sew a dress.

“These are all people who are having such prob
lems admitting to themselves who they love, and
the they love. It is

.hI!l”TT]l]';_: It 1O person

Gustavito—the youngest, who has not yet been
censored by life—who freely admits who he loves
and 1s punished for it,” Sanchez explains. “Now,
quite honestly, if | had a 15-Vear-old son who told
me he was in love with an adult male—as gay as |
am, and as open-minded as | hope | am—I would
probably freak. Yet, how would I know it wasn't real
love! If this play is about anything, it’s about not

judging love. And that's a scary thing to do.”

% laying the role of the young Gustavito is actor
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8 Kurt Conroyd, 22, a

Willamette University who has already appeared

recent t_’I.hllI-I!:' ot
on several Portland stages. “The first time | read the
play, its subtle beauty almost made me cry

Gustavito's innocence, his pure willingness to

believe in something and to follow it through and
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['he priest, he notes, offers

Gustavito solace from a disc nrag-

Iing family life |]i-n;_' with a father

ficure he can trust without fear of

thandonment  or  abuse. In

¢xchangee, .'|'.x !'l'!E_f]-'Il‘\ it'.h!l'l'

(played by multiple award-winning

ray actor Andrés Alcald) envies
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omething he |=.r--u-1.‘..||!'. has lost
touch with. As Gustavito's affec
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Edwin Sanchez has created
some very challenging relation
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ships in the play. Things are so
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with God,” remarks director Olea

Sanchez, who last season won a

Drammy Award for her vision of
[ weda in a ureen ,'I ess s one ot

Miracle’s artistic directors, she
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chose this difficult script because

f the truth it speaks about the

experience of loving, of being in a

relationship and of commitment to God, to anoth

er human being and, in the end, to oneself
Sanchez the playwright says Clean isn’t a sacri

endorsing child-adult love

legious manifesto

Rather, he sees his play as a wake-up call that love

is not black-and-white but filled with shades of
gray. “What | hope we all see in it is that love is rare
and worth fighting for. And that we shouldn't have
to change for love. If someone loves us, they must
love us as-is, just as we should love ourselves.”

For example, the more that Norry (played by gay
actor Vicente Guzaman-Orozco) becomes better
.H\|ll.lll1lt'.I \\IT}I Mer¢ 1}1-; more l}u' .Il.lu_' queen
finds herself helplessly attracted to the woman.
Norry

stepping into a straight relationship, but she is ult

is clearly intimidated by the thought of
mately willing to embrace the role-change for the
sake of a love she can neither explain nor control
“I love how Norry tries to change for Mercy, but
Mercy makes it very clear that, no, she fell in love
Not

Norry’s attempt at changing to suit society. Norry is

with a peacock, and that'? who she wants
a drag queen, and that’s who she fell in love with
No explanation needed,” says the author

Sanchez the director is also fascinated by the
relationship betweeni this gay transvestite and
virginal woman, who deep down might even be

leshian. “l don't know if they ever consummate

A 1!';-v-ea.r-o.ld.hoy (Kurt onrovd) falls in love with a Catholic
priest (Andrés Alcala) in Clean.

their relationship sexually, but they recognize and
commit to a deep friendship that is stronger than
their sexuality,” she says.

[he lesson, perhaps, is that labeling love is to

limit love.

“Sometimes people get caught up too much in
their sexuality to prove something instead of allow-
ing something else to happen or be open to the
experience. | think Gustavito is so open because he
doesn't classify somethirig as gay,” argues Conroyd.

Which leads the actor to voice some of the
questions that Clean will leave its audiences to con
sider: “What is love? What is real love? What is
infatuation! What is obsession? Is there something

wrong with the kid? Or is it real? And who's to say

‘.l}l it 1s I-"u'. or |-.=\t 1S 1|||~. or love IS 4 man .m-.{ |
woman married?” @
Miracle Theatre Group presents CLEAN 7:30 p.m

['hursdays, 8 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays and 2 p.m
Sundays from May 12 to June 3 at 525 S.E. Stark

St. Tickets are $16-$20 from 503-236-7253. Fon

more information visit www.milagro.orp

[IMOTHY P\i\

Area Theatre Alliance, is a member of the Drammy

SE serves on the board of the Portland

Award committee and works as communications

coordinator for City Club of Portland
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