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Continued from Page 23 Baba took care of the house. She paid the bills
and took care of Gabrielle. Sticking by Nicholas,

Conn lived in the strange world of neonatal care.

Big Problems for Little Man

Baba and Conn found a surrogate 400 miles A system of meticulous and experimental sciences

away named Mary. A seemingly ideal candidate, = conjoined to save the smallest of human beings, the

she soon started having complications. While the = neonatal care unit is a world few people ever see.
doctors could not determine the exact causes, it What little time Baba and Conn did spend
was clear the baby would together was intense. Their

be small and not entirely love was on trial: intimacy
healthy. The
warned the mothers that
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Baba’s grandfather—could

was incarcerated.
When
finally released to the Baba-

dt\L'Tl‘I"\

Nicholas was

8
IE
.-':
B
8

named after
Conn home, the family faced

be blind, deaf or mentally a new slew of regiments, pro-

un'n]mcn;nrd. cedures and t‘h;l“t'ﬂ}_{t‘\.
Baba wanted the baby Conversely, Conn had a

terminated. Conn objected. new film on her hands. Her

Conn did not object on a brother Brian Hoven had
been shooting the film dur-

tng Nicholas’ tumultuous

pro-life stance but on what
she found to be a mother's
beginning.

“The first two months
while Nicholas’ life was in
life-or-death jeopardy, | had

love and the belief in
Nicholas’ spirit.

“I was very concerned
about taking away his spirit
nothing to do with the film-

the way many pro-life

" says Conn. Hs ist exudes the most loving, ing. My brother and the pro-
wonderful energy on the planet,” Conn

says. “"He really is a magical being.”

zealots might,
“It doesn't feel like a choice. ducer at the time basically
You have to let [Nicholas']

spirit come through. | did

chose to continue to shoot

footage. We were shooting a
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not ever want to imply that I don’t believe in a
woman's right to choose, because | absolutely do.
I just know, having come from a far-left, lesbian-
radical political spectrum, I finally had to get into
the shoes of other people who take this issue very
seriously. | never thought about the issue, and then
| was thrust into the middle of it. It was no longer
political; it was spiritual and philosophical. My
choice was I [had] to let the spirit come through.
That was where Gwen and | really hit the road. She
did not feel him. [ don’t blame her.”

As the prognosis for Nicholas went from bad to
worse, the conflicts between Baba and Conn grew.
People sided with Baba. Conn was alone.
Moreover, much of the research into Mary's past
proved to be false. She had high blood pressure,

one kidney and other maladies, all of which were

lot of stuff for legal reasons,” says Conn. “After
Nicholas got out of the woods, my brother and pro-
ducer sat me down and said, ‘You've got to look at
this footage.’ | started looking at it and realized it
was a whole different story. It’s going to be more of
everyone’s story, as more and more of these micro-
preemie babies are born. It wasn’t like I wanted to
expose my private life. This is a story that needs to
be told.”

A documentary that raises ethical issues about
child rearing, the quality of life for any human
being, when to let a loved one go (romantically or
maternally) and family values, Little Man takes the
relationship of Baba and Conn at face value and
does not get into notions of queer identity politics.

“I think the gay crown owns it as a really posi-
tive portrayal of gay family and they're very excit-

ed from that standpoint,” says Conn. “The words
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discovered too far into the pregnancy.

Once Nicholas was born, the complications  ‘gay’ and ‘lesbian’ are never used in the film. This
isn't about: ‘Aren’t we great! We're gay and we're
a family.” We're human. We have flaws. We have

families. We try our very best, and that'’s where we

mounted. To dramatic effect, he lived through

several close calls with death, which took its toll
on the family—including Conn’s relationships

with her partner and daughter. should be in our storytelling now. | find straight

Nicholas suffers from dysautonomia, which is the body's malnllty to regulate body tamperatuta.
heart rate, breathing and digestion.
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