CURT MUELLER

may 5, 2006 JUSTIOUL 9

northwest

From left, speakers from the Mllstary Educatlon Initiative town hall msetlng mcluded Patrick
English, John Skelly, Fred Fox, Jim Maloney and Sam Adams.

‘Don’t Ask, Don't Tell’
Challenged Locally

The Military Education Initiative (MEI) held a
town hall meeting on gays in the military April 20
at Metropolitan Community Church of Portland.
The meeting, attended by about 20 people, covered
the history of the “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy and
its impact on service members and Oregon citizens.
Leading the meeting was Jim Maloney, director of
the organization.

The meeting kicked off a round of national
town hall meetings that are intended to educate as
\-\'t‘” das miln'n'tl\' ;ul\'n\;llt' o (ht' [‘UMI( to IIl'l[‘ lift
the ban on gays in the military as imposed by the
government’s “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy. This
focus on initiating a grassroots movement to lift the
ban is a new direction for MEIL. In 2003 this
Atlanta-based, national nonprofit project opened
a dialogue with America’s 27 million military vet-
erans and began educating the public based on the
research conducted by the Center for Study of

a think rank

based at University of California, Santa Barbara.

Sexual Minorities in the Military,

With 79 percent public support for overturning
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John Oules gets the word out for Our House.
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the discriminatory “don’t ask, don't tell” policy,
Maloney says now is the right time to push the

issue. “The pendulum is shifting back toward the

midd|
Committee will hear from their constituents.”
R-Calif.,
House Arms Committee, has kept the Military

¢. Republican members of the House Arms

Duncan Hunter, chairman of the
Readiness Enhancement Act, introduced by Marty
Meehan, D-Mass., from seeing the light of day. MEI
hopes Gordon Smith, R-Ore., will introduce a
Senate companion bill that would create the
momentum needed to bring House Resolution
1059 to the House.

Among the meeting panelists were U.S. Army
Ist Lt. Fred Fox and John Skelly, a straight alum-
nus of the U.S. Naval Academy. Fox spoke from a
leadership perspective, saying the policy is person-
ally offensive to him as a gay officer whose job it
was to build unit cohesion. Skelly said it will take
the efforts of Congress and top leaders in the mili-
tary to overcome the discrimination and negative
"JUI)‘T .1\1\.
A follow-up meeting will be held 7 p.m. May

18. Call 503-57

military culture fueled by don't tell.”

2-5674 for details and directions
Our House Welcomes New Hire

Our House of Portland, a residential care
facility for people with AIDS, has hired John
Oules as its new communications and market-
ing director. “l was attracted to the work at

Our House because the organization has

successfully adapted to the changing climate
of HIV/AIDS and continued to provide vital
services to this community for 18 years,” he
.\}llti_

Oules has his work cut out for him. “It
seems a lot of people believe that the havoc of
HIV/AIDS doesn't exist anymore because
there are drugs that can keep people alive and
healthy for a long time.”

In his position Oules keeps the communi-
ty informed about the needs of those with
HIV/AIDS, the services Our House provides
and its reliance on community
Ll-,[-rf“- services available. I

tell the community about this great organiza
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CONIRONTING IMAG3S OF WOM3N

10th Anniversary of the Clark College Women's Conference

Saturday, May 20, 2006
8 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

Gaiser Hall, Clark College, Vancouver, Washington

Cost: 5151
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360-699-next | www.clark.edu

Now ber trips to the clinic
Jor ber pap and checkRup
don’t bring Susie down!/

Bridge City...
Your Clinic That Cares!

BriDGE CITY s
FamiLy MepicaL Cuinic, PC

By Appointment

503.460.0405

www bridgecitymedical.com Monday -

2821 NE 58th Avenue ¢ Portland, Oregon 97213

(Cross Sreet is Sandy Boulerard)

Friday 8:30 - S:00pm

ily Realtor
ince 1990

When you buy or sell a home with me, you'll know your dollars are helping support a greater

cause. 1 wntwflufc at least 10% of my earmings to community and environmental orjanizations.

503.330.HOME(4663)
1.800.825.9948
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