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The Perfect Storm?

Hardly...but at least it beats
most summer camp movies
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(Kostja Ullmann), in Summer Storm.
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come out of the closet

It might be clichéd, but most of Summer Storm
rings true. A few scenes, however, send a totally
\\.li{'l'l

Achim begins to ticht off Tobi’s advances, Tobi

LJ[H't'.!]hlI\ IMESSALC [0 voung viewers
instantly finds himself in the arms of a hot stud
that comes to his rescue. It’s a ridiculous fantasy
that suggests Tobi doesn't need any time to recov-
er from that wrecking ball known as unrequited
love.

Stephen Blair

Kinky Boots is the true story of a sassy drag queen who rescues a

struggling shoe factory from financial ruin.
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Craig Cheter (left, with Malcolm Gets) wrote, directed and stars
in the gay rom-com Adam & Steve.

that one can't possibly be a real
man and dress in a frock at the same time.

A series of interminable and awkwardly staged
scenes proves—surprise, surprise—that Lola has
more masculinity in her heavily glossed lips than
Charlie has in his whole uptight body.

Movies

our way every day. It’s a shame that director Julian

about transvestite footwear don't strut

Jarrold and company couldn’t find a way to convert

—=  this bizarre and endearing
premise into a rollicking good
time

SB

Adam & Steve

Craig Chester, an actor

once associated with the New
Queer Cinema of the 1990s
(he had big parts in Swoon and
Frisk and a small one in I Shot
Andy Warhol), discussed Adam
& Steve at its 2005 Seattle

Film

screening, claiming there have

International Festival
been too many “heavy” gay

movies and not enough

Adam’s aspiring-comedian best friend, and

Michael Kattan),

straicht-dude roommate, are reluctantly drawn

(Chris Steve's obnoxious
attracted.

Many thihegs in Adam & Steve should work:
Ihe actors are ;1;‘|‘L'.|[mu. and the flashbacks to
Chester and the always-game Posey (in a fat suit)
in their Goth heyday has hysterical potential, as
does the graphically scatological, John Waters-like
sex-gone-wrong scene. But the film suffers badly
from a desultory amateurishness. It's all anxiety-
inducing dead air and clumsy, awkward dialogue
Energy is what activates the charm of unskillful
execution, and Adam & Steve all too readily
succumbs to its own torpor

Chester’s film is hardly addressing any dearth of
diverse, interesting, excellent queer film. Ponder
for a moment how uniquely, refreshingly queer
positive or queer-centric some of the best post
millennial films—trom 8 Women to I'm the Onq
[hat | Want to Far from Heaven to Bad Education to
Hx'i;‘h{\ to Mulholland Dn

context of that embarrassment of cinematic ric hes,

have been. In the

Adam & Steve is merely an embarrassment.
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