apni 21 2008 [USTIOUL

 JUDY KECK

television

For Richer or Poorer

Reality contestant battles for some acceptance (and $200,000)
by Michael Wayne Keck
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be on TV. So when | got picked from thousands  dude, Nick, who made me feel like a high scho relationships and

of peeps throughout the country to be on the  freshman being bullied by an asshole senio my experiences
WB's Survival of the Richest, | was hella excited Don't get me wrong: At 27, I've dealt with my as a gay man. He

It all started with an ad [ saw on Craigslist tair share of discrimination and intolerance. | used  really started

that said: “Do vou Iu--.,-f like an underdog! Do vou O think 1t was my duty to win peopl ver, but seeingy M das
want a bigger piece of the pie’? Tell us all about it.’ had gotten to the point in mv lite that wher more than just a
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ng selection process of applcatnons, interview [ his was my mnitial reaction with Nick: Wi Al thats th

Michael Wayne Keck (with his | English bulldog, Lola) was paired with a

homophobic spoiled brat on the WB's Survival of the Richest.

cutives, | was packine mv bags and being dri think mavbe it is a gay man’s dutv to help peopl vou can let the harters get to know vou and see vour  ever torge torward tor acceprance and equal right
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[t was tun, exhilarating and scary as hell. Ever suddenly, winning $200,000 took a back bur ind the preconcetved notions they hay need ro step 1t up ourselves
up to the point where | walked into the mansion er to trving to teach Nick that I'm here, I'm queer As it plaved out, Nick cot voted oft the show | ouess I'm just some “unemploved receprior —
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interview process | had been asked numerous | sincerely felt at times like cr wwiing back into m Was it tair! Not reall But | made some great rim @
times how | telt about rich people and whether I'd  turtle shell. All kinds of old feelings and memories  friends, got paid a little money and got to be o
ever ridden in limos or shopped in Beverly Hills. f being bullied and harassed in high school an ind I'm even getting recognized at the grocery store  Su \ THE RICHEST airs 8 p.m. Friday
| venuinely thought | was coine to be living like a college came flooding back now, which vou know I'm lovin KWBP-TV. Keck will be back for the Max 5 fir
Hilton and experiencing the high life. What Besides being called a girl and a tlamboyant ne of the biggest things | got out of it was
- shocker ‘.\;‘lui'i [ found out || be cle iningy toilet bitch by NiC k, at one poInt he .llll'.'rllli'. m 's nis renewed sense of contidence i myselr and passion M | W NE KECK is a former | .-1|'.".n;_. r livin
serving chicken at a Medieval restaurant and  mattress out of the bedroom because he refused tor my community. | was becoming an apathetig in Los Angeles. Although he doesn't love his realit
sharing a house with rich, spoiled brats. sleep in the same room as a gay guy. It hurt, but [ gay man, which can |
To add to the joy of my television debut, | was  didn’t give up. [ started opening up about my life ind indifterent toward

Help END HOMELESSNESS

in Portland....

CHARMING 1 LEVEL i . .
IN OREGON CITY. : Become a Sustaining Member of

3 bedrooms plus with large ' Ne o e nf . J
oversized yard & attached garage. \Slht( TS “t Tht R(J(.ld.

Priced to sell at $229,000!

Join 100's of people who donate a small
amount each month to help sustain the vital
-work of Sisters Of The Road
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GIRLS
NIGHT
OUT!

Cinco de Mavyo partly all week long
Monday May 1st - Sunday May 7th. Food and drink specials - loads-of prizes
and giveaways! Open til midnight on Cinco de Mayo Friday May 5th!

CONTACT ROSEMARY BERNARDI

FOR YOUR PRIVATE SHOWING. Sisters is a non profit Café serving low cost
($1.25), hot, nutritious meals, job training and

5 03 e 7 8 4 _2 8 3 6 community to people who are expenencing

homelessness in Portland, Oregon

SISTERS WAS FOUNDED IN 1979

ROSEMARY TR s
BERNARDI, P.C. &

BROKER Call Catharme Hunter at 503-222.5604 x 12 or ema
Catharne@wustersoftheroad org
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Sustanng Member today

For more nformation go 1o www, sistersoftheroad org

us o 133 NW Sixth Avenye. Porfland, Ovegon 67209

Outside Soeﬂng, Full Service Catering, Open 7 Days a Week
4612 SE Hawthorne » 503.233.3996 » www.dingosonline.com

SERVING THE GREATER PORTLAND
AREA FOR 13 YEARS



