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letters

Poor Journalism
and Cultural Oblivion
TO THE EDITOR:

[ am offended on several levels by Just Out’s
article on the Balm in Gilead service held
March 12 at Allen Temple Christian Methodist
Episcopal Church [“Healing Service,” March 17).
Given time, space and the fact that there is much
to criticize, | will limit myself to two issues: poor
journalism and cultural oblivion.

As an example of poor journalism: The author
of the article contradicts herself. She writes, “The
service aimed specifically at African Americans
did not address sexual minorities directly nor did
iny of the speakers utter the words ‘gay,’ ‘lesbian’
or ‘homosexual.” ” In the next column she quotes
I.l'“”\' “;I‘.'I!l'\ ds using Illt' \\l'hi “}11~1t|‘m-\|1.|1"
and quotes the Rev. Darryl! Moch addressing the
need to meet the health needs both spiritual and
physical of sexual minorities in the African
American community. Perhaps she could not hear
what she was not prepared to hear!?

The author also wrote, “The service did not
appear to draw in members of the queer commu-
nity,” and that same article quotes me, a member
of this queer community for more than 30 years.
There were others there, but perhaps the author
did not know them. Does the definition of “queer
community member” depend upon whom the
;mlhur [‘L‘f\nll}l”\ tll‘t‘\f’;tli‘t"‘ not Llhl\\' ! i Ill.' Il-'.|||n
in Gilead service was for the African-American

community, and while others were warmly wel-

comed, the focus was not Portland’s white LGBT

community.

Finally, | am most offended by the writer’s
characterization of the Rev. Matt Hennessee's
presentation as a “keynote address” “verging on
theatrics.” His sermon was presented in a style that
has a long history and is much loved by many in
African-American communities. A more sophis-
ticated and culturally aware writer might have
asked about this presentation style and learned
something. Instead, she has angered many of us by
her attempt to characterize that of which she
knows nothing.

| hope the author will take the time to educate
herself. This will require her to attend events
with which she is not familiar with her mind open
to learning. This means she will need to resist any
urges she may have to impose judgments upon the
event or the people based on her very limited

experience. How dare you allow such arrogance to

potentially divide the alliance that some of us

have been working so hard to built. How dare

vou. You m'nl O ap« |c'-;t,'n'

KATHLEEN D. SAADAT

Portland

Ted Earned the Vote
TO THE EDITOR:

We have known Gov. Ted Kulongoski since
1975 when, as a freshman member of the Oregon
House, he introduced legislation to protect gays
and lesbians from discrimination. He has been at
the forefront of our struggle ever since and was

recently featured in

| r‘.'.a‘-['.'.;'t' lr'T1~|n' In |[.'I1-_
Advocate tor all he has done and is doing for our
community.

led showed his true colors on our

i‘[.'L{

ippointed Rives Kistler to the Oregon Supreme

ISSUES 1IN

.'\HL':“'\I ._"\\CJ‘ \\]ll'fl l!k I\\:H“\{.H!t"\ 'l”\}
Court. Kistler was and still is the only openly gay
person to serve as a Supreme Court justice any
where in the country.

Ted is the only Democrat running for governor
who has been endorsed by both the National
Abortion Rights Action League and Planned
Parenthood. He has long been a staunch advocate
for a woman'’s right to choose and is often called
the No. | governor in the country standing up for
choice and women’s reproductive health care.

We urge the GLBT community to stand
behind Ted Kulongoski in his bid for re-election
He is moving Oregon in the right direction.
Whether it is helping create 100,000 new jobs in
his first term, standing by his plan to ensure every
Oregon child has health coverage or working to
end discrimination against gays and leshians, Ted
shares our priorities and has earned our support in

his bid for re-election.

TERRY BEAN
DoN POWELL
Portland

BRO Changed the Rules
TO THE EDITOR:

The brewing “perfect storm” in the gubernato-
rial primary presents a better-than-even chance of
a Republican blowing into Mahonia Hall next
fall. All the more reason why we need to redouble
our efforts to ensure that our local governments

remain committed to the cause of furthering

LGBTQ equality. This means we need to be

informed—as informed as possible—about every
candidate running in our local elections

We're fortunate to have in our community
Jn]l\ .IIl'\J .!H\i n'I'el_!.t'_‘t'\i organizarons ilL\' I[.'I\I Cut
to help us do this. | know | rely on your vorter
guide and the Basic Rights Oregon “green light”
of a candidate as part ot making my decision on
who to vote for, at least with respect to LGBTQ
issues

In theory, BRO's green licht is not the same as
in endorsement. It is simply a pass/fail grade on
}h W A ( .IIIL1|\1 ILC MEASUres up on I1ssucs rh it direct

ly affect the LGBTQ community—issues like

whether a candidate supports gay rights, whether
should be

extended to lesbian and gay families, whether the

marriage equality or civil unions
candidate will work to help enact laws that speak

to these issues and, equally important, whether

1]11' ( .1rhl:.|.|h' |1 15 Iilr .I}‘llrl\ [O get rla ( h'-.] ind, i

5O, }n.h liu' experience to b in effective leader
once in office. If the candidate impresses BRO as
a friend to the community, the candidate gets a
green light _\hrinl‘tl' candidates for one office can
ind frequently do receive green lights from BRO

But this election presents me with a quandary.
BRO has chosen not to greenlight a highly qual
ified friend of the LGBTQ community in a bare-

knuckles, old-school political hack maneuver

that frankly leaves me breathless in wonder at its
lack BRO is

indebted—as is the whole gay community—to

of foresight. It's no secret that
the four Multnomah County commissioners who
voted to allow more than 3,000 couples to wed a
few vears back. The resulting backlash aside,
BRO has made it clear that Diane Linn gets its
unfailing endorsement and support for her role in
that decision

BRO’s endorsement of Linn shouldn’t pre

il'ni \\ !1(".'!('1.'

BRO changed the rules. It created a situation that

clude it from greenlighting But
makes it virtually impossible for any candidate but

Linn to receive a green light. As a result of this

manipulation, some voters who care about gay
rights and other issues confronting the county are
-i:-! rived of the knowledge that there is a choice of
candidates, both of whom demonstrate they care
|l" ut 1ssues i”i["i'”.i]ll O ourcommunaity

So, if BRO won't stand up and do the right
thing on behalf of the gay community, [ will. I ask
Just Out to join me and give Ted Wheeler a green
II'_,'_}H SO !}l.iT VOLers can h't'] nu'1l!fw|‘l.|l‘|\‘ Ih.![ a
vote for either candidate in the county election
1sn't a vote against gay rights, but a vote about the

future viability of our community

BRrIAN R. WILSON
Portland
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Log on and let us
know what you think.
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Soclose yet so far away,
liveamongst itall in perfect harmony.

Model unitopen
11-4, Sat thruWed

Occupancy thisSpring!
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DOWNTOWN PORTLAND

10% OFF ANY LABOR

EVERETT

Sixty-two well appointed condominiums are now
available in Goose Hollow. Choose from a variety
of one and two bedroom floor plans priced from
$189,000. Visit online for plans and prices,
go to www.claystreetcommons.com

1535 SW Clay Street
Enter Sales Office from main entrance on SW Clay

OR $19.95 LUBE, OIL AND FILTER

with this coupon
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Expires June 2006 « Applies to most vehicles « up to 5 quarts of oil '
503-221-2411 NW S5TH AND EVERETT

509 NW EVERETT PORTLAND OR 97209
WWW.ESAUTOWORKS.BIZ i

Exclusively marketed by
Josh Reiter, Re/Max Metro (503) 402-1777

Preferred lender Wells Fargo Home Mortgage

www.claystreetcommons.com
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