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by Marty Davis

The Rockies May Crumble,
Gibraltar May Tumble

But our county is here to stay

n a recent warm and dry spring evening, | attended a candidates
forum hosted by the Concordia Neighborhood Association. In spite
of the warm and seductive evening temperature, the room was

packed with voters and neighbors stepping up to learn more about

the candidates for local office. | came away from this meeting with
two affirmed beliefs. One, Portlanders care deeply about their schools, their
neighbors, their environment and their city. Secondly, there are no bad can-
didates, no wrong choices running for Multnomah County and Portland City
Council offices.

What we have is a wealth of dedicated neighborhood activists, admin-
istrators, businesspeople and incumbents, all willing to give up their time,
energy and personal lives to better serve the citizens. They should all be
thanked for their willingness to serve. The city will not falter and the county
will not crumble with whichever final choice it is that voters make.

(Gay marriage is not an issue in the race for Multnomah County chair,
other than a past history of affirmative endeavor from one candidate vs. the
-«.;“UL\'II, vel 1II‘L|L‘\TH{. l_'t'r\ki mnrentions of l|11' ut}u-r. .‘ﬁ-rm‘lnnm Vi rlll\t‘ Just got
o go \\IEI] Illg' [Il'l\l't'lll\t’l'.

By the way, | packed on an additional 20 pounds while stress eating about
the decision regarding county chair. Anyone who dares tell me that | took an

easy cop-out on this endorsement will be my next meal.

¥ he financial page of the April 3 issue of The New Yorker speaks of the
i struggles of the newspaper industry to remain viable in these days of rapid
technology changes. From San Diego comes word that after 27 years, the gay
newspaper Update is shutting down. Here at home [ receive an unsigned let-
ter to the editor questioning my motives in moving the spirituality listings
from the printed edition of the paper to the Web site version only. There is a
connection, and these three items are all related.

No one, anywhere, is going to be reading that after 23 years or more, Just
Out is going out of business because of an inability to keep current with chang-
ing times. It's my job to make sure this paper is alive and kicking for a long
time to come. And to do my job properly, | have to make some decisions that
are unpopular. One of my immediate challenges is learning to bridge the tech-
nological gap and make cost-effective decisions that support the print version
of the paper while at the same time creating a vibrant, functional electronic
version of Just Out.

Our writer, who remains cloaked in comfortable anonymity—which, by

the way, disallows for true dialogue on the topic—asserts that my removing
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the spiritual listings leaves me with the metaphorical blood of troubled youth
on my hands. Or, as directly stated, “Someone’s life may be in your hands.”
The reader—well-intended, I'm sure—seems intent on the notion that all
troubled youth reach out to church in their time of need. My experience, how-
ever, is that these same youth reach out rather to peers, mentors, social groups
and organizations and strive to build community outside the restrictive param
eters that led them to become troubled in the first place. For these links, Just
Out has been and always will be a life-saving resource. Churches wishing to
advertise their services and programs in the print version of Just Out will find
that a very competitive and low-cost classified ad rate awaits their inquiry
[here is an outstanding offer to share in the costs of getting your print mes
sage out to troubled youth. Is the overhead ¢t marketing your services your
obligation or mine! | think it’s ours to be shared.

[roubled youth aside, all computers should come with handbooks,
a manual, a primer in electronic politeness. Yup, we need “E-mail for
Dummies.” Asking questions of me is fine—it’s desired, it’s reasonable
Packaging these questions with attacks on my character and integrity—not
s0 fine. This makes me peevish to the point that | feel compelled to toss out
a question of my own: Are troubled, at-risk, sexual minority youth running
and searching for a church, or are they more likely already running from one

Just asking.

have long been an admirer of the women's community of southern Oregon.
| They share, passionately, years of history, fervent community, activism

and—lately, it seems—more than their fair share of sadness and grief. Mere
months after losing her partner to illness, renowned feminist, lesbian author
and photographer Tee Corinne now faces her own struggle with cancer.
Staunch and determined, Tee welcomes gifts of cards, letters and well-wishes.
Spring flowers can bring brighthess to a day, but at this time phone calls are
not manageable. Those desiring to share thoughts are encouraged ro direct
them to P.O. Box 278, Wolf Creek, OR 97497. To obtain updates, a blog diary
can be found at www.jeansirius.com. To those with understanding and a heart
for such matters, Tee requests that you envelope her with powerful healing

pink energy. No post office required for the latter.

F inally, we're approaching that time of the month again. Yup, Gay Skate will
be rockin’ and rollin’ April 17. For those of you who have been trying to
locate Oaks Park since mid-January, directions are now available at

www.justout.com. See you there. @
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* The controversial talk show Dr. Laura ended production March 29. The
freshman television program, a critical and ratings failure, had been
downgraded to post-midnight time slots in 29 of

* Somebody detonated a can of high-pressure pepper spray during a
performance March 10 by the Vancouver Lesbian and Gay Choir at the Sid
Williams Theatre in Courtenay, British Columbia. Choir

the nation’s top 30 media markets.

* Basic Rights Oregon board chairwoman
Harriet Merrick says her organization made a job
offer to its leading executive director candidate
April 3. She says the search committee might
have to meet with the person again before
making a formal announcement. No interim |

director has been named since Jaime Balboa ANDERYISET
resigned March 1, citing personal health rontest asn, s beuster |

i we up CAF's batiom lme
reasons. He had been on the job for one year. v

* The 2001 legislative session is turning out to
be less contentious than the last one. In 1999
Basic Rights Oregon helped defeat nine anti-gay |
bills, costing the organization $90,000. Although
no anti-gay legislation has surfaced in this |
session, BRO is tracking a few proposals that |
“are not favorable to our community,” program
director Nerissa Ediza says.

members regrouped in front of the theater after

-
I“Stl | I ' i \,_‘,’S*— marching around the building singing “Never Turn

Back.”

e * |t was probably the most important moment in the

F | history of the worldwide struggle for gay equality.

Four gay couples were legally married April 1 in the
Netherlands under the exact same laws heterosexuals
use. It was a world first.

|
n | * The Portland Lesbian Choir presents Dance the
| Rhythm!, an evening of song with special guest Chica
Marimba, a hot new all-women band.

* One fellow is a pastry chef; the other is a German
scholar. Together with a white tockatoo named
Barney, these three have given Portland culture
another feather for its cap. From a basement nest in
their Southwest Portland home, Paul King and Walter
Jaffee have hatched White Bird Productions.
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