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War game pitting Oregon State 
University against University of 
Oregon—football is nearly a religion. 
To date, however, women’s full-contact 
football has not become the opiate of 
the masses. According to Allinger, 
between 200 and 500 fans attend each 
home game at Lincoln High School.

Brisson is concerned about atten­
dance but knows women’s football is 
gaining in popularity. “The sport is 
growing in some respects,” she begins. 
“We have 30 teams in the league [from 
as far east as New York and as far south 
as Jacksonville, Fla.I and we don’t want 
rhe league to add more teams. What 
we want is the fan base to grow."

And it is—at least in some 
markets. Perennial powerhouses like 
the New York Sharks and three-time 
national champions the Sacramento 
Sirens generate enough revenues to 
pay their players and provide top­
quality equipment.

The Portland Shockwave still holds 
small fund-raisers like a recent karaoke 
night where the team sold 200 tickets. 
The team also depends on the sale of 
merchandise such as T-shirts, caps, hats and league 
balls. The game is more expensive than you think: 
Pads, pants and jersey run 200 bucks, and a helmet 
can cost that much alone. Players contribute a 
nominal $20 a year to the league for the chance to 
play, and the prestige is nonexistent. After games, 
the women will politely sign autographs, photos 
and posters.

Little-Known Facts
About Women Warriors in History #5:
Matilda, countess of Tuscany, was born 

in northern Italy in A.D. 1046. She learned 
weapons skills as a child. She first went into 

battle at her mother’s side in A.D. 1061 
defending the interests of Pope Alexander II. 

When her stepfather, Duke Godfrey, 
died eight years later, Matilda began to 
command armies. She led her troops 

personally and wielded her late father's sword.
She spent some 30 years at war 
in the service of Pope Gregory VIII.

We’re perhaps indebted to these women 
warriors—valiant of spirit and strong of body—

Team owner Rebecca Brisson was named Defensive Player of the Year in 2004.

The women range in age from 19 to 44.

who carry the sport of women’s full-contact foot­
ball on their shoulders and best represent the 
game. These women make nothing. They work 
their asses off not for trophies or fanfare or adula­
tion. No, they work side by side because they love 
football. After decades of hearing they could not 
play football because they were girls or because 
they weren’t tough enough, they finally can 
express themselves through their sport. And no 
man on earth—not Peyton Manning, Walter 
Jones or even Matt Hasselbeck—knows what it’s 
like to play football against these women. And if 
they did, they’d be scared. Trust me on that. ©

The Portland SHOCKWAVE takes on the Redding 
Rage of California 4 pm. April 29 at Lincoln High 
School, 1600 S.W. Salmon St. Tickets are $3-$7. 
The team is accepting players all season long. For 
more information call 503-693-4844 or 
360-5/3-6575 or visit www.portlandshockwave.com.

JOSHUA Ryan is an Emmy-nominated performer 
and writer and a former award-winning club owner 
and Las Vegas showgirl. You can write him at 
sashascarlett@msn.com.

Help END HOMELESSNESS
in Portland....

Become a Sustaining Member of

Sisters of The Road!
Join 100's of people who donate a small 
amount each month to help sustain the vital 
work of Sisters Of The Road

Sisters is a non profit Café serving low cost 
($1.25), hot, nutritious meals, job training and 
community to people who are experiencing 
homelessness in Portland, Oregon

SISTERS WAS FOUNDED IN 1979

Please >om us for Operation Cornbread by becoming a 

Sustaining Member today*

Call Catharine Hunter at 503 222 5694 x 12 or e mail

Catharine9sitterioftharoad.org

For more information go to www.tiMertoftheroad org or visit 
us at 133 NW Sixth Avenue. Portland. Oregon 97209

r

egon Camera
Everything Photographic

We have a knowledgeable, 
friendly staff helping you find 
the right camera, binoculars, or 
photographic accessories.

A ’family’ owned and operated 
business since 1997.

5325W Atan Avene (541)753 2553
Corvallis. M 97333 www.oretoaeaHcri.cMi

•Full Service Real Estate Office 

Richard Voss, gri abr
Principal Broker / Owner

Peninsula Realty 
6110 N. Lombard St.
Portland, OR 97203
Business (503) 286-5826

Cell (503) 804-9424

Se habla Español

•On Site Real Estate School 
• Full Service Property Management 
• Notary Services 
•Fax Machine Services 
•In-offtce Closings 
•On-site Mortgage Broker

See oar ¿tcYfi uauitcci nd ia cjjae 
richardvoss(°century21 com 
www century21peninsula.com
Each office is independently owned and operated

Our faith is 2000 years old, 
Our thinking is not.

Join us on Easter! April 16
8 a.m. Outdoors 

In front of the church. 
Communion celebrated.

10:25 a.m. Worship Service
Brass, Bells, Special Music.

Rev. Dr. Patricia Ross preaching. 
Easter activities for the children.

Nursery care. Free parking.

First Congregational 
United Church of Christ 

1126 SW PARK AVE 

503-228-7219

Coventry
Cycle (V Works

Profe, id ¿o na I Sen »ice 
Comfortable Biked 

Recumbentd a Specialty!

Open Tuesday-Sunday 
(503) 230-7723 

2025 SE Hawthorne

www.ncnm.edu
503.552.1551

Imagine...
Doctors that treat your whole person

T he clinics of
National College of Naturopathic 

Medicine
Honoring the Healing Power of Nature
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