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Joe D'Alessandro Creates a Welcoming City

oe D’Alessandro’s corner office 
on the top floor of the Broadway 
Building offers dizzying views of 
downtown and majestic sights of 
the mountains beyond. From his

desk he can practically peer across town 
into the window of his partner, David 
Jones, working in the US Bank Tower, and 
keep an eye on his West Hills home. Such 
perspective allows D’Alessandro, president 
of the Portland Oregon Visitors 
Association, to market the city as a desir­
able place to visit and conduct business.

When he came out as gay three years 
ago, some wondered if he had been respon­
sible for POVA’s reputation for being open 
and welcoming to queers. Yet according to 
D’Alessandro, acceptance of all communi­
ties is the cornerstone of the hospitality 
industry.

“Gays and lesbians are a very lucrative 
market,” he said. “In our industry, to be suc-

Joe D’Alessandro of POVA says the hospitality industry 
is inherently welcoming.

cessful, we have to be welcoming.”
POVA has an active gay and lesbian marketing 

department to draw more queers to the region.

business for 25 years. Prior to joining POVA in 
1996, he served as executive director of the Oregon 
Tourism Commission and as international program

“Tourism is good for Portland. Visitors tend to manager for the California Office of Tourism.

just asking
Considering this season's relentless rain 
and threats of snow, Just Out asked readers: 
How do you exercise in the winter?

Suzy Knutson 
Knitting mentor

“We make our 
annual trek to 
Oaks Park for 
skating, and that 
should cover us for 
eight months.”

support things we love about Oregon,” he said. 
“When a visitor comes, they’ll go to the bookstores, 
coffee shops and theaters that we enjoy. If it 
weren’t for visitor dollars, those things wouldn’t be 
here for us.”

D’Alessandro has worked in the hospitality

A lot of D’Alessandro and Jones’ free time is 
spent working the gala and banquet circuit as a cor­
porate power couple about town, but he says they 
value family time the most. D’Alessandro has two 
children, and Jones has four.

—Jaymee R. Cuti ©

Sara Dahl
Personal trainer

“I’m a trainer, sb I 
work out at the 
gym.”

Arego Harrison 
Artist, entrepreneur

“Sex. It’s the best 
thing to do in the 
winter. You stay 
warm and get to be 
with someone 
special or not so 
special.”

Frederick Bird
Law student

“I’m a local figure 
skater. 1 was the first 
black figure skating 
coach in the state of 
Oregon.”
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Suddenly Jade realized 
her rash was more than 

just razor burn!

Bridge City... 
Your Clinic That Cares!

Bridge City Family Medical Clinic, PC 00
By Appointment

503.460.0405
2821 NE 58th Avenue • Portland, Oregon 97213 

(Cross Street is Sandy Boulevard)

www.bridgccitymcdical.com Monday-Friday H Warn -5:00pm

Our Family Realtor 
Since 1990

when you buy or sell a home with me, you'll know your dollars are helping support a greater 

cause. I contribute at least 10% of my earnings to community and environmental organizations.

Broker; Graduate Realtor Institute 
ABR: Accredited Buyer's Representative

503.330.HOME(4663)
1.800.825.9948 

www.millynn.com 
miliynn@aol.com

Initial consultation with 
no charge or obligation 

Comprehensive Financial Planning 
Life & Disability Insurance * 
Estate Planning Strategies 
College Savings Plans 
IRAs, Roth IRAs, Rollovers 
Tax Advantaged Investments 
Long Term Care Insurance *
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www.waddell.com 
onneseelye@wrodvisors.com

Financial Advisor

700 Moctheost Multnomah Street • SuiteilSv 
503-238-7056 FAX • Toll Free 888-892 «
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