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lllinois Voters Slow to Embrace
Marriage Amendment Drive

A push to add an anti-gay marriage amendment to
the Illinois Constitution is losing stegm. The Illinois
Family Institute, which is spearheading the effort, has
collected only 50,000 of the 280,000 signatures nec-

essary to bring the issue to vote.

ARIZONA

U.S. Rep. Jim Kolbe
Plans to Leave Office

U.S. Rep. Jim Kolbe, R-Ariz., will not campaign for
re-election next year.

Kolbe, who came out in 1996, is the only openly
gay Republican in Congress. Democrats Barney Frank
of Massachusetts and Tammy Baldwin of Wisconsin

are the only other openly gay members of Congress.
-

TEXAS

Texas Marriage Ban No Surprise,
But Still Disappointing

A Nov. 16 Houston Chronicle editorial calls the
Lone Star State’s passage of a constitutional amend-
ment on marriage “no victory for Texas.”

“In their zeal to prevent gay partners from enjoy-
ing any government recognition of their union, the
drafters of the bill added language that prohibits any
legal status similar or identical to marriage. Isn't mar-
riage identical to marriage? What have Proposition 2
supporters wrought?” the editorial states.

ALABAMA |

Alabama Beating Gives Rise
to Call for Hate Crimes Law

Howard Bayless, chairman of Equality Alabama,
a Montgomery-based advocacy group, renewed his
call to add sexual orientation to the state’s hate crime
law as a result of the 2004 beating of a 52-year-old
Alabama man that left the victim comatose. The
assailant admitted to police that he beat the victim, his
employer, with 2 hammer in response to unwanted
sexual advances.

WASHINGTON

Judge to Release Spokane Mayor’s
Computer Data

Embattled Spokane, Wash., Mayor James West was
ordered by a judge Nov. 17 to release the contents of
his laptop computer, including a log of his visits to gay-

MASSACHUSETTS

Anti-Marriage Amendment
Garners Twice Number
of Necessary Signatures

Gay & Lesbian Advocates & Defenders, the organi-
zation responsible for same-sex marriage in
Massachusetts, is up for a challenge, as opponents
announced Nov. 22 that they have gathered double the
signatures needed to put an anti-marriage amendment
on the ballot.

“This question should never have been certified
for signature-gathering by the attorney general, and we
will file suit to challenge that certification,” said Gary
Buseck, GLAD's legal director. “Time has shown that
marriage equality has been good for couples, families,
communities and the state of Massachusetts. We will
continue to work with the large and growing majority
of supportive citizens of the commonwealth to protect
same-sex couples and their families.”

Kris Mineau, president of the Massachusetts
[ credit this

phenomenal effort to thousands of citizen volunteers

Family Institute, added in a statement:

and over 1,200 communities of faith—including
Catholic, Protestant, Jewish and Muslim—who have
worked tirelessly to give every citizen in the com-
monwealth a voice in how marriage is defined in
Massachusetts.”

The amendment proposes to undo a November
2003 Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court ruling
that it is unconstitutional to deny marriage licenses to
gays and lesbians. Same-sex couples began marrying
7, 2004,

in Massachusetts on May 1

Same-Sex Marriage Pros and Cons
Sound Off at State Capitol

A public hearing was held Nov. 29 at the Wisconsin
State Capitol in Madison to lay out arguments for and
against same-sex marriage. According to
PlanetOut.com, hundreds of people from each side of
the issue came to testify.

The Wisconsin Legislature must vote twice in con-
secutive sessions for any amendment to be appended
to the state constitution. So far, the Republican-
controlled body has voted only once, in 2004, in favor
of amending the constitution and against the rights of
Wisconsin’s queer population.

As it stands, the state law defines marriage as a
union between a man and wife. The proposed
amendment would change the designations to “man”
and “woman” and constitute marriage as only a
union between these people. The amendment would
also prevent Wisconsin lawmakers from recognizing
any legal status that is “substantially similar” to mar-
riage, so civil unions would also be effectively
banned.

If put to voters, the citizens of Wisconsin would
most likely approve a constitutional amendment ban-
ning same-sex marriage. Members of the Wisconsin
Coalition for Traditional Marriage attended the hear-
ing and brought legislators a petition signed by near-
ly 56,000 people in support.
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themed Web sites but excluding 3,300 down-
loaded pictures, of which 111 contained
nudity or explicit sexual content.

West's mayoralty is being contested in a
Dec. 6 special election called because of

charges that he abused the privileges of his

office in expectation of sexual favors. He
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maintains the charges are false

Action Wisconsin, together with Center Advocates, has
helped mobilize civil rights activists in Wisconsin.
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