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Maine Won't Discriminate is working to
defeat Proposition 1, a ballot initiative that
would strip Maine of employment protections
recently signed into law by Democratic Gowv.
John Balducci. Two groups opposed to Maine's
new gay rights law are finding it difficult to raise
funds for their campaign to reverse it. Maine
Won't Discriminate has r.tlw-.| more than twice
as much money

No Nonsense in November is fighting a con-
stitutional amendment that would bar marriage
equality and civil unions in Texas. The measure
has been placed on the November ballot. With
turnout in off-year elections traditionally low,
progressive activists are hoping to drive large
numbers of voters to the polls specifically to
vote against the amendment.
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paign, a project of the National Gay and Les-

Against the Amendment Cam

bian Task Force, announced Oct. 12 the release
of seven broadcast commercials in opposition to
the proposal. The seven television spots, which
begin airing Oct. 13, feature several Houston
gay and lesbian families talking about their love
ind the need for, and importance of, marriage
t'-|l].1||.|\. \\'.-'}uh' Many television .!ul\ |I.i\l' .IIl'L'l{
i1 u;"[‘n\llh m o state anti-marriage constitu
I'I~‘I1.{| .HH{'“\]IH\'[][‘ .lll['||1'_\' rlll' I‘i“l 1\'\\ Vears,
this new series marks the first time same-sex
couples have spoken directly about why mat
riage mattrers.

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, 9,784
SAIMEe-sex u=11|'lw live in the Houston metr J |-
itan area and 42,912 same-sex couples live in
the state of Texas. Houston ranks 44th out of
the 331 metropolitan areas nationwide as hay
ing the greatest number of same-sex couples
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paign and NGLTF are working in partnershij
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with the coalition of state and local groups in
[exas that are part of the No Nonsense in
November campaign.

“Our opponents have vastly greater resources
it their disposal and are relying on myths and
fexas families. We
ippreciate the work of the task torce to show the
" said Glen Maxey, No
Nonsense in November campaign manager.

fear-mongering to hurt

truth about who we are,’

NEW HAMPSHIRE

COMMISSION ENDORSES
MARRIAGE AMENDMEN]

A New Hampshire commission recommend-
ed Oct. 5 that the state adopt a constitutional
amendment defining marriage as being between
one man and- one woman. State Sen. Jack
Barnes, R-Raymond, proposed the motion and
has likely added fodder ro next year'’s election
cycle in the state, where the amendment is
expec ted to be a major topic of debate.

GOVERNOR HAs NO TIME
FOR ANTI-GAY
AMENDMENT
New Hampshire
Gov. John Lynch,
a Democrat, announ-
ced Oct. 6 that he
n[\;\tm_-\ a ]‘T::|‘|1\l‘\|
state  constitutional
amendment to pre-
clude lggal marriage
for gays and lesbians.
He said, “Our time is
better spent focusing
on the real challenges facing New Hampshire
and working to unite people, not divide them.”

FLORIDA

COUNTY COMMISSION VOTES AGAINST
GAY WORKER PROTECTIONS
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lid little to shed its reputation for hostility
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sexual orientation for ind  publi
employees. Not only did (

er Kathy Castor fail to garner support tor her

private
ountv Commission
1"["-]-u~r[. but future vores concerning work
|\| 1ICe protection of gays will require votes from
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five of the seven commissioners to

on a reterendum ballot

MASSACHUSETTS

OUT-0OF-STATERS GE1
THEIR DAY IN COURI
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Advocates & Defender
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iberty and

Leshian
Supreme Judicial Court that the
equality provisions of the constitution protect
everyone within the state’s borders—including
SAIMe-sex l-"J]"*r\ trom other states who go
there to marry

In Corte-Whitacre
lic Health, attorney Michele Granda repre
sents eight couples from Maine, New Hamp
shire, Rhode Island, New York, Connecticut

|11‘{ Vermont \\]h\ came to .\1.1w.ui1|1--\|1\ o

vs. Department ot Pub

marry in 2004 but were told by Republican
Gov. Mitr Romney's
marriaces would not be valid—in violation of
the spirit and the letter of the 2003 Goodridge

idministration that their

decision

NEW YORK

JUDGE: PARTNER CAN’T SUF
FOR MALPRACTICE

A New York court has ruled that the part
ner of a gay man who died in a hospital cannot
sue tor rn.:h-t'.utln.v even though the couple
had entered into a civil union in Vermont.
“Any contrary decision, ng matter how cir-
cumscribed, will be taken as judicial impri
matur of same-sex marriages,” the court said in
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PENNSYLVANIA

PENN STATE WOMEN’S HoOPSs COACH
ACCUSED OF BIlAs

Pennsylvania State University said Oct. 12 it
will investigate allegations that its longtime
women's basketball coach, Rene Portland, dis-
criminated against players she thought to be les-
bians. Jennifer Harris, a player who has since
l|'.|nxh‘|‘r\-.l O an 1l|'|l.'l' \l'hlﬂll. ACC ||‘\l'L| i‘nﬂ'.ll'lxi
of repeatedly threatening to kick her off the
team if she tound out she was a lesbian.

WASHINGTON

JUDGE WEIGHS RELEASING
MAYOR’S GAY.COM FILES
Embattled Spokane, Wash., Mayor Jim West
is fighting media requests for access to possibly
thousands of
photo  files

found on his
city-owned
computer,
many of
which are
Internet cache
files depicting
men }]l' lll.”'
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His lawyer
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identities at stake
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Comprehensive Finandal Planning
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Proudly serving
our community since 1989
in personal injury claims
including:

Injured?
..Call me

Free Consultation

No Fee Unless You Recover

Hala Gores, P.C. R
Attorney at Law ; ‘m‘u Deserv e
Full Compensation

503/295-1940 for:
|2th Floor, 621 SW Morrison ; éd * Pain & Suffering
Portland * Medical Expenses
* Lost Earnings
* Property Damage
* Car Rental

* Auto & Motorcyle Accidents
* Bicycle & Pedestrian Accidents
* Medical Malpractice
* Wrongful Death
* Defective Products
* Insurance Claims

Integrity,
Fxperience
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shoe shangri-la.

Men’s and women's
urban footwear
and other real

cool stuff.

open

monday - saturday | lam - 6pm
sunday | lam - 5pm

adr :: 2230 ne alberta

ph :: 503.460.0760

» '-_ii:éd of throwing away money
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on rent? It's not:itoo late! _

m There are still affordable homes and
condos in the Portland area.

%_ <Lall or e-mail me today for a
complimentary First Time
Buyer's Consultation.

Let me help you celebrate
your first home!

lisagrissom@cbseal.com
www.chseal.com/lisagrissom
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UECT 503-69943844 Fax. 503-626-5137
12125 SW ML Way, SUTEA00, BEAVERToN, OR 97005
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