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Big City Produ
Local Folks, Local Produce

Little Store ... 
Big on

Diversity.
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Food System

722 N. Sumner (at N. Albina) • Portland • 503-460-3830

It’s a you parade.

Herzog-Meier D. Fulps/George Kettner
503-644-9121 *car$@ herzogmeier.com

Drivers wanted.

Law Office of James D. MeV

James D. McVittie 
Attorncy-at-Law, Lie. in OR & WA

Specializing in Estate Planning. 
Wills. Trusts. Business Planning, 
and Domestic Partnerships.
Cail for your free 30-minute 
consultation on Estate Planning. 503.224.661 1,T

806 sw Broadway, S
Portland, Oregon 97205

WWW. MC VITTI E-l_AW.COM

Esquire Motors, Inc.
Complete Foreign 

Car Repair & Service
* Quality Service« Guaranteed

• Serving Downtown 
Portland Since 1068

503.226.6269 www.esQuiremotors.com 
1853 SW Jefferson • Portland

Raines Globe Travel
Person to Person Travel Planning
International Specialists
Vacation Packages • Cruises • Tours • Group Travel

Downtown Salem Since 1948
129 Commercial NE • 503-399-1800 • 800-971 -7210
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^.FITNESS^
CUSTOMIZED PERSONAL TRAINING

MARIA CALLAHAN CPT-GFI

PRIVATE STUDIO / ACE CERTIFIED
503-997-8716 • ETHELDIESELS.COM

7m7TWT?ilnewsbriefs
Drama in Beaverion

The Southridge High School drama depart­
ment may he more prepared than before to stage 
The Laramie Project, which was canceled and 
then reconsidered by principal Amy Gordon.

The Laramie Project is a documentary-style 
story about how the brutal murder of gay stu­
dent Matthew Shepard affected the town of 
Laramie, Wyo.

“In a way, this whole event has become our 
own version of The Laramie Project, where a 
community struggles with an event, the cancel­
lation of the play, and now, just like The Laramie 
Project, many voices will be heard,” said Kevin 
Bennett, a Southridge teacher concerned about 
the original cancellation of the play.

The Laramie Project is hack on the table after 
meetings between school administrators and 
theater arts director Wade Willis. The group 
resolved to create a committee to review the 
play and decide its future at Southridge.

But Willis is uninterested in rehashing the 
past after Gordon appointed him chairman of 
the committee, which he says will include queer 
members of the community as well as teaching 
staff and students.

"There were so many mistakes made in the 
process. Being an educational institution and 
trying to model what needs to happen in a situ­
ation like this, we can all learn from how it 
exploded last week and are starting fresh and 
moving on from there,” said Willis.

A frustrated community fumed about the 
cancellation, questioning whether prejudice or 
fear of controversy fueled the original decision. 
Gordon and the Beaverton School District did 
not return calls requesting comment.

The committee’s role will he to review the 
content of the play, decide whether it is appro­
priate to he staged ar Southridge and create edu­
cational material to provide context.

Willis fought for The Laramie Project because 
of its capacity as a teaching tool, he said.

“The theater is an incredible vehicle to 
explore humanity to such a depth as to create a 
compassionate, empathetic, loving individual. 
Studying The Laramie Project is one of the best 
vehicles 1 have ever seen that could accomplish 
this goal," he said.

Willis aims to assemble the committee 
immediately and begin meeting this month. 
Southridge could potentially show The Laramie 
Project as early as the spring.

—Jaymee R. Cuti

Pizza Party for Social Justice 
in Bend

The Human Dignity Coalition of Bend 
invites Central Oregonians to help change the 
face of human rights locally and statewide with 
other progressively minded people. The group 
works to end racism and homophobia, advo­
cates for people with disabilities and assists all 
underserved communities in Central Oregon.

The next meeting will he held 6:30 p.m. 
Oct. 4 at the Central Oregon Environmental 
Center, 16 N.W. Kansas Ave. in Bend. If you 

The Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence used this image in one of the first 
safer-sex guides created for gay men.

have questions, contact Amy Davidson at 
541-385-3320 or amyd@humandignitycoali- 
tion.org.

City Club ro Discuss Meth Use
At its weekly Friday Forum luncheon 

Sept. 23, City Club of Portland presents 
“Methademic: A Reasoned Look at Public Cri­
sis," with guest speakers Mark McDonnell, 
senior deputy district attorney for Multnomah 
County; Rita Sullivan, executive director of 
OnTrack, a rehabilitation center in Medford; 
and Steve Suo, a journalist for The Oregonian 
who has covered the meth heat extensively.

City Club’s Friday Forum, which is open to 
the public, will he held in the Governor Hotel, 
614 S.W. 11th Ave. Doors open at 11:30 a.m. 
The program begins at 12:15 p.m. and con­
cludes at 1:15.

Luncheon reservations must be made by 
calling 503-228-7231, ext. 103 or 102, or visit­
ing www.pdxcitycluh.org by 2 pan. Sept. 21. 
Members only may call 503-241-9242.

Luncheon tickets are $20 for nonmem­
bers, $16 for members. Coffec/tea table tick­
ets are $5 at the door. General seating, avail­
able at the door, is $5 for nonmembers, free 
for members.

Use of methamphetamines, a drug that’s 
cheap, easy to make and particularly wide­
spread in the Northwest, has far-reaching 
effects on communities and has affected gay 
men disproportionately. Obvious conse­
quences for users and manufacturers include 
illness, injury and death.

From 2001 to 2004, meth ranked as the 
state’s second-deadliest illicit drug, with the 
number of meth-related deaths increasing from 
50 to 78 in that period.

Police estimate 85 percent of property crimes 
and crimes involving identity theft are directly 
tied to meth use. There are also increased costs 
to the public for medical services and emergency 
room use for meth users and producers.

Meth use also contributes to domestic vio­
lence’, child abuse, motor vehicle accidents and 
the spread of infectious diseases through shared 
needles and high-risk sexual behavior. Ajid its 
manufacture degrades environmental quality 
when hazardous components and byproducts 
find their way into soil, water and air.

Welcome to the Order 
of Benevolent Bliss

The Order of Benevolent Bliss has been 
founded in Portland, according to Sister Mona 
Little-Moore, mistress of novices. The organiza­
tion is a missionary order of the Sisters of Per­
petual Indulgence. The organization was found­
ed to help serve the sexual minorities commu­
nity through fund raising for other 
charitable/nonprofit, organizations, safer-sex 
education and community outreach.

The Sisters formed in San Francisco more 
than 25 years ago and have raised and distrib­
uted more than $500,000 to other charitable 
organizations. They were the first to create and
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