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Exhibition and Networking event will be held
9 am. Aug. 27 and 11 a.m. Aug. 28 at Smith
Memorial Union, 1825 S.W. Broadway. Queer
attendants and activist groups are encouraged to
attend. Scholarships are available for

activist groups that would like to table at the

l|1|l'l'T
exhibition.

TowN HALL COFFEE WITH REP. SHIELDS
AUG. 20

Queer-friendly state Rep. Chip Shields,
D-Northeast Portland, will hold a town hall
meeting from 10 to 11:30 a.m. Aug. 20 at
Reflections Coffee, 446 N.E. Killingsworth St.

He will provide a recap of the 2005 legisla-
five session, x]l\-( uss 1ssues of importance to resi-
dents of District 43 and answer questions from
constituents. The event is free and open to the
public.

For more
shields@state.or.us.

information e-mail rep.chip-

NEWS FROM THE Q CENTER

Q Center is an outgrowth of the LGBTQ
Community Center Fund, a nonprofit organiza-
tion tasked with determining whether Port-
land’s sexual minorities community needs,
wants and can support a community center.
About 1,600 individual surveys later, with an
additional 31 organizations weighing in, the
answer is a resounding YES!

Sam Adams, Gwenn Baldwin, David Mar-
tinez and Ashleigh Flynn served as officers of a
broader leadership team that directed the initial
feasibility phase of work and remain in place to
help transition the effort to a new leadership
team that will drive the startup phase.

Susan Remmers was hired as interim direc-
tor to oversee and coordinate leadership devel-
opment, planning and site selection.

The heart of the work is conceived of and
\Hl‘l'till‘i.ITL'Li I‘\ a passionate volunteer base. In

just the past two months, more than 50 volun-

Watch for a family pumpkin carving night in October sponsored by

Q Center.

teers have been engaged in activities to help
make Q Center a reality.

QQ Center plans to open shop by Pride 2006!
In the meantime, a dedicated group of volun-
teers has stepped up to get Q Center programs
up and running while money is raised to open
its doors. The idea is simple: Have fun, build
community and collect input to shape future
Q (Ivnr-:r programs. Tﬂ SLIC L't‘t'\i. \'n|lllllL'cr‘~ wlll
be needed all along the way. Dates and locations

are in the works, but here’s a preview of what's

happening.

Frri s inewsbriefs

In response to a community call for family
activities and programs, October finds a “family
friendly”
being finalized,
while strengthening community.

pumpkin carving party. The details are
but the goal is clear: Have fun
.]-l'lt.’l't' \\I” t‘\‘
entertainment and prizes.

In November, the ask: What

exactly is queer art! Local artists and an inter-

center will

wctive forum will stimulate conversation and
potentially take us closer to answering this key
question as f}lt' center moves Iu\\.ii\i \{t'\ \‘]-‘ P an
ongoing arts and culture program.

to open generational understand-
ing and building Q
archive/history/library program, December will

Storytelling has

In order

to start Center's own

have a storytelling project.

long been a vital way to share history and
explore commonalities and difference within
community.

To volunteer for any of these events, e-mail
info@pdxqcenter.org.

To be added to the mailing list, check out
pdxgcenter.org/mailman/listinfo/qcenter-
list_pdxqgcenter.org.

Remember, the LGBTQ Community Cen-
ter Fund is a 501(c)3, so contributions are tax-

deductible to the extent allowed by law.

RENTERS’ RIGHTS HOTLINE VOLUNTEER
TRAINING CALLS ALL QUEERS

The Community Alliance of Tenants is
looking for volunteers to staff the Renters’
Rights Hotline, which provides compassion,
accurate information and practical suggestions
to tenants with rental problems. The majority of
callers are low-income families. The Renters’
Rights Hotline saves them money, protects
their rights and prevents homelessness.

CAT is Oregon’s only grassroots,
controlled tenant rights organization. Its mission

tenant-

is to educate and empower renants to demand
affordable, stable and safe rental homes.

“One of the major ways | see folks in the
GLBTQ communities significantly impacted by
unfavorable }h'll‘\lll‘_{ conditions is that we often

don’t feel like we have as
many options for where
we want to live,” notes

education coordinator

Ari Rapkin.

SOMew lu‘l't'

“If we need
to live that
has anti-discrimination
codes or that has a gener-
ally higher population of
people who are in an
GLBTQ community or
folks

who are, the rents can be

are supportive of

a lot more expensive. So
we are often forced into
choosing between hous-
ing that is affordable to us
l|1'.n
nizes our rights to live
from

or housing recog-

somewhere free
harassment and discrimi-
nation based on our sexu-
al orientation or gender
identity.”

']'|u two-day
held from 1 to

training
will

O p.m.
2 to 6 p.m,

\m-. 20 and from
Aug. 21 in
Northeast Portland; another training will be
held at the same times Sept. 24 and 25. No
Contact Rapkin at

more

experience is required.
503-460-9702 or
information or to sign up.

cat@aracnet.com for

POVA TAKES GAY PORTLAND
TO NEw YOrk Exro

Every November, the Gay Life Expo takes
place in New York. This year the dates are
Nov. 19 and 20, and it will be held at the Javits
Center.
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