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Should Portland continue to hold the 
Pride Parade and Festival? If so, how do 
you plan to help make it happen?

The Pride Parade and Festival is more impor­
tant now than ever. As we know too well, 
we’ve suffered one sethack after another in the 

courts and elections, so many that it’s difficult 
sometimes to remember that ours is a lively 
community with a lot to offer. Even so, we’re 
now second-class citizens under our own state 
constitution. Those who voted to make us so 
would he delighted to see us disappear, fold our 
little rainbow tent and get into the closet with 
it.

We must never accept the gay version of sit­
ting at the back of the bus. We must never 
assimilate so completely into the mainstream 
that we lose our identity as a culture. Separate 
may never be equal, but there’s something to be 
said for remaining distinct. And that just might 
mean that once a year, we parade outrageous 
drag queens, bare-breasted women on motor­
cycles and hot gay boys dancing in short shorts 
through the downtown streets.

The Pride tradition is 35 years old and grow­
ing worldwide. If we must increase admission 
fees, hold fund-raisers or have a damn bake sale, 
let’s do it. But now is not the time to let Pride 
die in Portland.

Patricia Hansen 
Portland

• • •

Ah, the thorny issue of putting together the 
annual Pride celebration. Some thoughts 
on the subject....

I had just turned 16 when the Stonewall riots 
tixik place; 1 knew it was important then, and I 

think it’s important now. But every year I see 
Pride celebrations across the country (and the 
world) becoming more and more distanced from 
that seminal event. Perhaps if we hadn’t lost an 
entire generation of gay men and women....

1 remember when the L.A. celebration was a 
dozen very nervous men walking down Holly- 
wcxxl Boulevard with a police escort. I watched 
it grow into the huge event that now takes over 
West Hollywood, then 1 moved to San Francis­
co and watched it snowball into a phenomenon 
that attracts millions of people to the City by 
the Bay.

Now 1 live here, and during the past few 
years I’ve seen this same celebration wither on 
the vine until it’s now a question of whether its 
“worth” even attempting. Hie answer, of course, 
is a resounding YES!

While there are certainly issues to be 
addressed, I feel that one of the primary answers 
is to refocus the event on exactly what it is we’re 
commemorating. (I would recommend Harvey 
Cox’s brilliant Feast of Fools to anyone contem­
plating the nature and need of festivity in our 
lives and celebrations.) It’s not just an excuse for 
public drinking and semi-nudity (while delight­
ful in and of themselves), it’s the very heart and 
soul of our being in the world.

Secondly, we need to return to gathering as a 
tribe and celebrating together. While we cele­
brate our diversity, we should discontinue the 
fracturing and separateness that has become 
commonplace; one parade, one festival might 
help lead to one community. No more separate 
parade for this group or a different festival for 
that group; isn’t the whole point supposed to be 
about bringing us together? Those early celebra­
tions were certainly not about gender identifica­
tion, age group, body type or sexual fetish; all 
that came later. The only “qualification” need­
ed was to be queer. Couldn’t we, for one day, all 
join hands instead of playing in different sand­
boxes? Don’t we like each other enough?

And finally, we need to find out what it is 
the celebrants want for their special day. Every 
year, fewer and fewer of my friends attend at all, 
with the excuse “there’s nothing there for me.” 
What a terrible thing for a gay person to feel 
about Pride! There needs to he a concerted 
effort to reach the people who don’t attend and 
find out why. Frankly, these are people who are 
not going to appear at a committee meeting to 
voice their opinions; they might, however, mail 
in a questionnaire they find in the local queer 
newspaper (hint, hint) or as a flier in a queer 
business.

Personally, 1 wish the festival was something 
special. Last year, 1 was confronted with an 
empty field of dead grass, unmanned booths 
with little import and a very loud lady with a 
bullhorn haranguing people (who had already 
paid their fee) about just how much it costs to 
rent port-a-potties. This year...no thanks. Why 
is there no his/herstory pavilion? Why is there 
no representation of queer art anywhere? (We’re 
a very creative people, you know.) Why is there 
no dance floor? Or strolling entertainment? 
Where is the color and life and excitement? 
(“Better vegan cuisine” would be way down on 
iny list of priorities.) While comparisons are 
unfair, Pride could take a gcxxJ kx>k at the Ore­
gon Country Fair. They’ve been making it work 
for 36 years.

These are just ruminations. I have no 
answers. 1 understand that this event takes lots 
of planning, lots of money, lots of time and lots 
of bodies, all of which are forever at a premium. 
But I know that this event is very important and 
that the people who put the effort forth are 
unsung heroes. But at the same time, 1 believe 
the resources of Portland (including every gay 
man and woman) could he put to better, more 
celebratory use.

Donald Finch
Portland
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Gynecological* Surgery 
and Obstetrics

Kimberly Suriano, M.D.
Philippa Ribbink, M.D.
Elizabeth Newhall, M.D.
Brenda Kehoe, M.D.
Sally Holtzman, M.D.
Laurel Lee,C.N.M.
Jennifer Heiser, M.D. 

503-284-5220
Carina Wienk, L.M.T
Naturopathic Physician Tori Hudson, N.D.

503-284-2469

Laminated Wood Floor
Installed for $2.99 sq.ft.

Granite Kitchen 
Counters Installed 
starting @ $1,500 
(3 pieces 26"x96") 
Ensured Proper Fit

WE DO ALL REMODEL JOBS! 
WE WILL BEAT ANY PRICE! 
FREE ESTIMATES!

Zurich, |nc.
Andy Peng 503.680.3685
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Principal Broker / Owner

Peninsula Realty 
6110 N. Lombard St.
Portland, OR 97203
Business (503) 286-5826 

Cell (503) 804-9424

•Full Service Real Estate Office
•On Site Real Estate School
•Full Service Property Management
•Notary Services
•Fax Machine Services 
•In-offlce Closings 
•On-site Mortgage Broker

Se habla Español
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Each office is independently owned and operated

Retail Nursery 
Landscape Services

NURSE RY
20100 NE Watson Rd
Scappoose, OR 97056

Take a stroll through our 
4 acres of display gardens. 
Then join us for a free 
Sunday workshop. For 
details, see our website.
For information call:
503/543-7474
Open daily 9am-5pm

http://www.century2

