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12-8 everyday 
walkins and 

appointments available

1829 NE Alberta Suite 11 
Portland Oregon 97211 

503-287-0339

gallery contact
A. Von Rautmann 

■503.998.4779

Tracy Faraca
Pedro Dorsey

For yourself and your partners! 
Find out today, get tested!

Free anonymous or 

confidential HIV testing
* By appointment or walk-in 

‘No needles with results in a week.

Mondays 3:3O-7:3Opm

Clackamas County 
Public Health

Beavercreek Clinic 
1425 S. Beavercreek Rd. 

Oregon City, OR 97045

Call (503) 655-8471 
for an appointment, 

or (503) 742-5382 
for more information

By Appointment

Bridge City Family 
Medical Clinic, PC 

2821 NE 58th Avenue (Cross Street Sandy Boulevard) Portland, Oregon 97213

Teri Bunker FNP

Sexually Transmitted Infections 
Physicals • Pap Smears • Birth Control 

Diabetes • High Blood Pressure • Asthma 
Minor Injuries • Colds • Flu * Ear Infections 
Rashes • Immunizations • Stomach Problems 

Sports Physicals • Bladder Infections

Monday - Friday 5O3.46O.O4O5 
8:30 - 5:00pm Fax: 503-460-0434

www.bridgecitymedical.com
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We cover 
both sides 
of the fence.

We'll find you a 
home and get 
you the loan.

Close your transaction 
with Shea and Dawnie 

and receive $200 off 
your closing costs!

Offer expires 10-31 -05

End of an Era
Cascade AIDS Project's executive director resigns
by Jaymee R. Cuti

t wasn’t until Thomas Bruner considered 
running for public office that he slowed 
down enough to question his next career 
move.

Being the executive director of Cas­
cade AIDS Project, the states oldest and largest 
HIV/AIDS prevention and education nonprof­
it organization, required an investment of 
between 60 and 65 hours each week. Though 
Bniner decided against running for Multnomah 
County Commissioner Serena Cruz’s seat in the 
2006 election, rhe idea of a career change was 
exciting enough to prompt his resignation.

“I’ve been trying to figure out what I want to 
be when I grow up for about 25 years now,” said 
Bniner, 44. He spent the past two decades in the 
AIDS nonprofit sector, first as the founding 
director of AIDS Outreach Center in Fort 
Worth, Texas, then at CAP for the past seven 
years. Prior to that, Bruner worked in the men­
tal health field.

Bruner leaves a stable organization with 
many nationally recognized programs. Under 
his leadership, CAP’s budget has doubled, net 
assets have increased by 330 percent, fund rais­
ing has tripled and numerous high-profile com­
munity leaders have joined the board, according 
to hoard president Kathleen Cosgrove.

“He has really taken Cascade AIDS Project 
and the whole issue of HIV/AIDS to a whole 
new level,” she said. “The organization has 
grown exponentially under his leadership. For 
the first time, 1 think HIV/AIDS has a voice in 
the Oregon Legislature and a regional voice 
back in Congress.”

Cosgrove is chairing an executive search 
committee to find Bruner’s successor. She says 
the board will compose a diverse group to con­
duct the national hunt.

“We’ll make sure that we have people of 
color on the committee, because HIV/AIDS is 
disproportionately hitting those populations. 
We also want to make sure we have strong rep­
resentation from the core gay male community, 
too. Sixty percent of the people we serve are still 
gay white men even though the face of AIDS is 
changing, affecting women and children," Cos­
grove said.

Community groups will get the chance to 
weigh in on the selection through various meet­
ings after the panel narrows down the applicant 
pool.

“We’ll invite different groups in to meet 
with the top candidates and give us some feed­
back because this has to be a person who is able 
to work with a whole range of agencies,” said 
Cosgrove.

Bruner, meanwhile, has agreed to remain 
with CAP in a consulting capacity for a few 
months, after stepping down Aug. 20.

He will then pursue a new career, to some 
degree influencing public policy.

“When I think about my career over the last 
20 years, I really enjoyed government affairs, 
lobbying, advocacy and public policy work 
because 1 believe in the power of government to 
do good or to do ill,” said Bruner, who vows to 
stay local.

He also feels he has much to offer nonprofit 
organizations in terms of consulting.

“I could get very excited about working as a 
consultant with nonprofit organizations about 
how to be stronger, smarter, better, more effec­
tive, more strategic and ultimately have a bigger 
impact in their field,” he said.

Thomas Bruner resigns from Cascade AIDS 
Project.

Although Bruner, the administrator, has 
been bogged down with budgets, fund raising 
and personnel matters, he says his work in the 
HIV/AIDS arena has always been driven by 
those most affected by the disease.

“The reason I did this and continued to do 
this was because of the people in my life who 
I’ve lost, who I loved, who I miss,” he said.

Bruner will be replaced by CAP associate 
executive director Rebecca Harmon in the 
interim. jn
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