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the place of the arts in Portland:

“I want the Portland region known as the
best place for arts and culture of any metropoli
tan area our size, rated among the top 10 cities
tor support of arts and culture regardless of size,
known as the place where the most promising,
the best and most innovative artists want to

locate, and most importantly, | want Portlanders
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CONFERENCE IN BEND
SEEKS PARTICIPANTS

[he Human Dignity Coalition of Bend is
looking for diverse individuals from the sexual
minorities community. Disabled, ethnic, HIV.
positive or rrllultlllh utl\'t‘f\:[_\' is needed to create
a panel to speak at the Oregon Diversity Insti-
tute Conference from Nov. 3 to 5 in Bend.

If you are interested, contact Jenni at
- 541-385-3320 or office@human-

profits or risk being
a ‘has-been’ arts
and culture re-
gion—our region
currently  hovers
embarrassingly
around 25th place
in arts funding.. ..
“We have
strengths to build
on. Portland has
the fourth-highest
concentration of
architects and sev-
enth-highest con-
centration of de-
signers in the
country. We rank
1 1th in concentra-
tion of individual [
artists. More peo- L
ple attend a show

Was he experienced?

dignitycoalition.org.

WaAs JiM1 HENDRIX GAY!?
FAMOUS NORTHWESTERNER
USED BilAs
TO AVOID VIETNAM

A new Jimi Hendrix biogra-
phy by Charles Cross called
Room Full H[ Mirrors reveals the
rather unexpected news that
Jimi Hendrix used the excuse of
being gay to get out of military
service. According to official
Army records, Hendrix was dis-
charged for “homosexual ten-
dencies.” Cross says that Hen-
drix wanted to leave the Army
so he could be a musician and
that he pretended to be gay so
he could land a discharge. Hen-
drix’s word on the departure was
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An electrical fire was the source of destruction that has closed Russell Street Barbecue temporarily.

that he left the 101st Airborne Division in 1962
after being injured on a parachute jump.
According to Cross and official records, Hen-
drix told a base psychiatrist at Fort Campbell,
Ky., that he had fallen in love with a fellow sol-
dier. Could it have been more than a ploy!? Who
knows. Cross also says Hendrix had a legendary
appetite for women, including an affair with
actress Brigitte Bardot.

GAY-OWNED BARBECUE JOINT
CATCHES FIRE

Around midnight July 15, an electrical fire
began under the floor of the gay-owned Russell
Street Barbecue. Co-owner Sharon Senter was
told that perhaps a power surge had caused the

main electrical feed to the building to catch fire:
“It smoldered all night, and then when we gort a
call at 6 a.m. the next day, the kitchen was total-
ly ruined.”

Fortunately, Senter and her life/business
partner, Diane Santuci, have insurance and are
already in the process of cleaning up the mess.

“We employ 15 people, so that is hard,” she
said. “We all have to kind of stop for a minute.”

Senter and Santuci plan to reopen around
the second week of September and hope to
throw a big party while they are at it. “Live
music, full racks half price, a celebration,” notes

Senter. jiM
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hot guy.
Cold Coors Light.”

Now’s the time.
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