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Cahill and Groff had invited their friends, Michelle
Snyder and Heidi Thorstad, over to have lunch with me
ind talk about their lives in the countn
Snyder and Thorstad were both raised in small towns
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Groft served on the hiring committee that initially
brought Snyder to the school. She remembers thinking,
“If that woman’s not a lesbian, I'll cut off my arm.” She
was “I‘.H'l~l .i|'|1|"l|[.|T|‘ "M, |TI\} IFI{ four women lII grew to
be great friends.

“We had originally thought of staying for just two
years,”

for the duration. “We like the small-town life. It is hard

reports Snyder, but then they decided to remain
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community. But we have a support system here that feel

like our family.”

All the women around the lunch table credir the

supportive administration at their school tor making

their professional lives not just bearable, but enjoyabl

Cabhill and Groff pose for a family portrait
with the dog and the rainbow flag.
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‘It you get lost on the way to our house, you jus
have to ask where the lesbians live,” reports Snyder
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“Everybody’s very nice: n ne has ever been rud
Sometimes people stare and point, but I tten used
to that,” says Snyder
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[ horstad adds that she Jdoes miss the theater. But the

tradeoft for the sense of community and familiarity of a
small town win out for her

When Multnomah County started issuing marriag
licenses, the four women were on the road to Portland as
the sun was rising March 3, 2004

“The day we went to get married was one of the most
Snyder

spectacular days of my life,” says She and

[horstad exchanged rings at Lloyd Center, then they all
went to Edgetield Winery to celebrate on the way home
When they got home, they had a party with their
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Bend is one of the fastest growing cires i the
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Laminated Wood Floor

Installed for $2.99 sq.ft.

Granite Kitchen
Counters Installed
starting @ $1,500
(3 pieces 26"x96")
Ensured Proper Fit

WE DO ALL REMODEL JOBS!
WE WILL BEAT ANY PRICE!
FREE ESTIMATES!

/ urich, |nc.

Andy Peng 503.680.3685

L EUL

landscape design
3 containers outdoor furnishings
425 nw 11th avenue 503 223 4443

J

@/ig

Peninsula Realty

6110 N. Lombard St.

Portland, OR 97203

Business (503) 286-5826
Cell (503) 804-9424

*On Sit

oFull Se
“P'J-'I!m‘.'.-'

*Fax Machine
eIn-office (
*(On-site Mo

Gnh.lly Richard Voss, GRI ABR
""-"'1"2' Principal B‘rokfr / Owner

Raw Diet
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Premtum Kaia -

cat (kat) n. - a domesticated carnivore |

Ul free-range ;'l'.‘f.lrf-"l'{ and organmic ingredients

|

| 503-736-4649 |
www.RadFood.com |

|  "Feed your felines like the carmivores they are. |

Se habla Espanol |

Available now at: ,
Healthy Pets Northwest, Meat for Cats

and Dogs, & Holistic ‘Pet Center

Check our website for new locations.

Created locally - for the love of cats.



century21peninsula.com
http://www.RadFood.com

