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Northeast Portland store brings shoppers the unexpected
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Partners in business and life, Mark Bergal (left) and Johnathon Guerra own the colorful and

eclectic gift shop When Pigs Fly.

“Just because pigs don’t fly out there doesn't
mean they don't in here,” said Bergal, a former

high school counselor.
Pigs are just one of a

number of hard-to-find

oddities stocked in the
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bandages, coconut purses,
fish beer coolers, martini
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outer space TV trays and
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“We try to throw in a lot
of things that get the senses
Bergal said.

“Human beings, by nature,

juiced up,”

are creative and like to be
tantalized. Even in shopping, we create an envi-
ronment where people can express themselves
in purchasing power.”

Primarily the store's buyer, Bergal uncovered
a hidden talent for arranging displays that mir-
rored his taste and decorating instinct.

“Whenever | decorated my office for stu-
dents or my home for various holidays, 1 was
buying a lot of these things as a consumer before
| ever had the business,” he said.

Bergal and Guerra, an accountant by trade,

struggled to penetrate Portland’s stubborn job
market following a transplant from Southern |
California in 2004. After injecting their careers |

with a dose of creativity, When Pigs Fly was born.
Guerra, the business-minded one, specializes
in the store’s accounting and register handling.
The owners agree that When Pigs Fly is a
treat to spend time in, and they make an effort
to form a rapport with their customers.
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or visit www.whenpigsflypdx.com.

“We couldn’t find a place thar carried Pride
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But if taste requires
queer gear of an understat-

ed variery, Bergal sugeests

population being very cre
ative and fashionable and
liking nice things, a lot of
what we have here in the
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that population,” he said
In line with the store's
mission to keep shopping
tun, Bergal and Guerra don't
mind a little legwork when
tracking down a special order. They recently
located a customer-requested extra-large rain
bow flag for home use

“If somebody wants something, we do our
best to find it for them,” Bergal said.

Since moving to Portland a year ago, the
couple have developed a sense of community
and an obligation to give back. They have
donated gift baskets and certificates to schools
and charities, vowing to give more as they
(’Nl;ll‘ll\h llu‘lnncl\'c\ AS }‘ll‘ﬁlllt'.‘\‘\ OWnNers.

“We're not in a position where we can
donate money, but we can give products,” said
Bergal. “The longer we're here, the more we can

give.” J°

WHEN PIGS FLY is located at 4605 N.E. Fremont
St. #104. For more information call
503-282-PIGS, e-mail info@whenpigsflypdx.com
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