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A spokesperson for the main Dutch gay 
rights group, COC, agreed.

“The feeling of insecurity in Amsterdam is 
rising," Rene Soeren told The Times of London. 
“Gays and lesbians 
are less willing to 
walk hand in hand 
because they might 
be beaten up.

“The group that 
causes the problem is 
more dominant in 
the center of town 
than 20 years ago— 
there is a struggle for 
public space,” Soeren 
said. “The gay middle 
class is leaving Amsterdam and living in smaller 
towns.”

Swiss Justice Minister Christoph 
Blocher says registered 
partnerships are not marriages.

Mayor Vows to Ban 
Warsaw Pride Parade

Warsaw Mayor Lech Kaczynski says he’ll pre­
vent the Polish capital’s 
June 11 Gay Pride parade 
from taking place because 
he is “against propagating 
gay orientation.”

He also objects to the 
date of the event, on 
which the city plans to 
unveil a monument to 
anti-Nazi hero Gen. Ste­
fan Rowecki. “Organizing 
a gay parade on that day is 
a joke,” Kaczynski told the 
Polish Press Agency.

Parade organizers plan to go over the mayor’s 
head and get support from regional officials.

Kaczynski is expected to nin for the Polish 
presidency in October’s election.

Washington Blade editor Chris 
Crain's beating was a warning to 
gay tourists in Amsterdam.

Ukrainians Protest Homophobia
Gay activists in Ukraine marked Interna­

tional Day Against Homophobia by releasing a 
huge balloon May 17 over Kiev’s Independence 
Square decorated with the word “homophobia” 
blotted out by the international 
“no” symbol.

They also picketed the Interna­
tional Academy of Personnel Man­
agement’s Economic Juridical 
School, which expelled a student 
last fall allegedly for being gay. 
Students from the academy’s Mili­
tary Cossack Institute conducted 
a simultaneous counterprotest 
to “protect” the school's “moral 
priorities.”

Roddy Shaw Kwokwah is 
organizing the gay march 
in Hong Kong.ASIA/PACIFIC

Chinese Province Offers Gays 
Free HIV Tests

China’s Guangdong province is offering gay 
men free, confidential HIV tests from May 10 to 
June 10, China Daily reported May 18. Officials 
plan to repeat the program 
annually.

Gays can mail a bkxxl sam­
ple to the AIDS Prevention and 
Treatment Institute of the 
Guangdong Provincial Center 
for Disease Control and receive 
the test result by mail or Inter­
net. They also can get tested in 
person. Free testing also is being 
offered for hepatitis, syphilis 
and other sexually transmitted 
diseases.

Guangdong province has the 
fourth-highest number of HIV­
positive residents in China.
Yunnan province has the highest number, fol­
lowed by the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous 

Warsaw Mayor Lech Kaczynski 
objects to Polish Pride.

Region and the Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous 
Region, according to China Daily.

Hong Kong Gays March
About 350 people from 16 gay and 
gay-friendly groups paraded May 16 
through Hong Kong to mark Inter­
national Day Against Homophobia. 

Some marchers wore masks to 
symbolize the fear that leads many 
gay, lesbian and bisexual people to 
keep their sexuality a secret. 
Activist groups called for passage 
of a proposed law to ban anti-gay 
discrimination.

The Equal Opportunities Com­
mission has received more than

10,000 letters opposing the proposal and only 
one supporting it, according to The South China 
Morning Post.

China Blocks Gay Web Site
China’s Ministry of Public Security has been 

blocking GayChinese.net since 
April 11, says site manager 
Damien Lu.

The site, which is nin from 
Dis Angeles, was attracting an 
average of 58,000 visitors a day, 
mostly from mainland China, Lu 
said. It does not contain political 
or sexually explicit content, and 
several similar sites based in 
China remain accessible.

“We have no content that 
violates the Chinese govern­

ment’s rules,” Lu told the French Press Agency 
wire service.

Public security officials were not available for 
comment.

MIDEAST/AFRICA
WorldPride Postponed

After an allegedly “premature” report in The 
Jerusalem Post and a subsequent denial from 
organizers, Jerusalem WorldPride 2005 is, in 

fact, being postponed—until 
2006.

The events, planned for 
Aug. 18 through 28, are being 
rescheduled because of concerns 
that police could not simultane­
ously protect the Pride celebra­
tions and the planned Aug. 16 
evacuation of Jews from Gaza.

“Tolerance, pluralism and 
equality are WorldPride’s guiding 
principles,” said organizer Noa 
Sattath, chairwoman of the 
Jerusalem Open House gay cen­
ter. “Holding WorldPride during 

the Gaza pullout would do injustice to those val­
ues. We have taken this decision out of consider­
ation to the most difficult political climate 
expected in Israel this August. As a community 
we are deeply engaged in the complex reality sur­

rounding us.”
Local Muslim, Jewish and 

Christian leaders have strongly 
denounced WorldPride and 
called on authorities to ban it.

The celebration—which 
was last held five years ago in 
Rome—is licensed by Inter­
Pride, the International Asso­
ciation of Lesbian, Gay, Bisex­
ual and Transgender Pride 
Coordinators. jn

Compiled by REX WOCKNER, 
who has reported for the gay press 
since ¡985. He has a hachelor’s 

degree in journalism from Drake University and 
started his career as a radio reporter.
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